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A bstract

This article is gar of the weiters” research on the grommodical error amalysis. 1005 the esearch on ihe
students” theses as the final nepdemic projects or getting the strat one degree @t English Department of
FRIP LMY Solok, Ideally the students who have been allineed For joining the finn] comprelensive exam
sbiould be able o write thelr theses By using correcs grommar. However, [ was Tound Ukl some of tem still
madis errors i writing their theses. The aim of this research wos 1o identify the types and percemtage of
grummatical errors in using passive vooee that hod been made by the students fn thelr witing producis ks
termis of theses agreed by thelr sdvisors for joining the final comprehensive exam. This research was carried
il by using deseriptive research desipn, The populotion of this research wask the documents in form of the 81
students’ theses which hove been ogreed for following the final comprehensive exam at three periods of Tinal
comprebensive exams from 20152003 wnuil 2000203 @ the English Dopariment of FKIP UMMY
Solok. Random sampling technigue was used to collect 10 theses (about 11 of the populsion) as the
sample, In collecting the duta. the seseachers read and analywéd all of the FO stedents’ theses. | was Tound
thut the students made efrors in using passive voice in cech type of surface strofegy taxononty. The highes
level of the students” grammatical érror on passive voice usepe §5 on “Omission” ivpe. The ombsion in
preposifion, fole, confnction ond verbore obout 74,7 % (it is of the highest level), I8 indicated it the
students who hod been affowed to follow the final comprehensive exam for their theses still have problem in
using passive voloe in writing their theses, The lecrers of grammar are suppested 10 paymore Eention o
el consider the appropeiste Waching techmique in feaching English prammor. capecilly in teaching passive
woice. |1 i also sugpested 1o students” advisars o have more correctisng on the students” errors during the
correcting process of their students"ervors, especially in using passive voice in writing thelr theses.

Key words'phrases: groommancal error analysis, passve voice, sindems * theses

Introduction

Girammar is one of components of lunguage which is used 1o give the mesning to the structore of u
Imngunge, 1t is an essentinl part of the use of languige peocisa. bath in spoken and wrinen langeage. 18 s the
description of the ways in which the langusge uses paterns of siructure 1o convey the meaning. It also serves
i enhance and shurpen the expression of meaning, So, by using good grommar sydtem of a langungre, it will
biz helpful in delivering ideas. messages, and fecliiips elther to the lEsteners or readers, |8 moons thad if there
gre pramnmodical errors in using Ingudge, inoacademic writing For exampleit will result the disorponized
wiriting and will ciuse some commmenicative problems,

Bosed on the curnieufum wsed at Enplish Depariment of FEIPM Mahapotme Madhammad  ¥Vemin
University all of students have v be able w write the scademic wiithngs in Engfish, One of the seademic
writings is thelr theses. 10 bs their ladl project o form ol their reseacrh reporis for finishing their studies o
get e strata one digree, In writing these theses they should muster English prammar rules. They have o
cpnsider and use approprine’ grommioe b order o be easy for the nedders 1o gel their idess: However, it s
found that there ore many grarmmatical groes that had bes mode by thie dudenis in their thesesalihoush s
theses hid been agreed by their advisors for joining the final comprehensive eaam—ibe |25t exam for gerting
the sarjana degres. Those errors were in punciustion, sentenoe structure, parngraph development, diction.
vedobulary usape. consifuiing sctive and pEssive voloes, and the vse of parts of speech. In this research the
attlysbs Iocused on the use of passive voice in sudents” sclentific writngs—theses

In fact. thees wre muny good fdeas on teaching and leariing components thal bove been wrinen by
the English Depatment stiudents of FRIF DSMY Solok (o their theses. Thise ideas eun pive posithe
eomtrihutions for the renders who wamt the impeoyement and - develipmen of English teaching and lesming
prociss in e closseoom. Howeser, mans wotences in these theses were writien, ungrommingically, especialls
in esing pisisive vosce, Thie students make ermors in identifving kinds of tense in passfve fom. (o each kind of
tenses, they still-have difficelties to determine the use of “io de™ (ix, swn, e, waw, were, he. bren, being) s u
e verh of aieeilfaryrert commesponded with the subjecis o' 1% attendonee inoo-sendence. They should be
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miore cwreful with the iransformation of e be™ when they bave b chonge on active senience inio @ possive
e,

Soemre of sludentisill didnot understand more shioud the Tonm of messdve volee. As the resall, thes
b nis been able 10 comstruct their ideas inopassive senfence appropristely. The stedents still ussd verb one
ar verh two instead of —ed pamiciple in making sentences in using passive volee Soma of them were diftficult
b -determine or identils object in sctive sentepce. S, they were still conflused o change sotive sentemee 1o
become passive sentence. Because of the conditions abuve the resenrchers wanled o deseribe the snalsysis
resarles of the students” ermors on gramr in wglng passive voee o theie theses apreed Tor following the final
comprehensive exam i e three perinds of Hnal comprehendve exam from 200202003 3132004 & the
English Deparimient of FEIP UMMY Solok. The resson of choosing the three periods wis o know swhether
the errors wers deereased feom one priod m others,

Literary Review

Mumerous studies on passive have been conducted from various Specirums Wy obain thorough
understanding on both passive ond ootive volee constrictions, One of them is the ressorch conducted by
Yosuar, et al (2014 who conducted the sesearch on the comparizon wsape of active and passive voico
Passive voice construction @4 mainky used in methad Section o get dd of personal wihibme and faneies. and
thus obinin impersonality and upiversality of te research {Ahmad, 2002}, Ahmad found thar TG of passive
wiid implemented in method of Medical ind Matural Scicnce wriicles. Boraiia (2009} investiguted the stunoe
derived friem the pastaive volce 38 i1 was an advaningeous ool o indicate the writer's feefing, which
wrderlined the spesker us the subject P, e 85 the rear-objeet. Passive sioe 1w indieale autlor’s sunce s
suppeted by the semantic class of words, thal eoch word convews different meaning and purpose. Biber
(2004} gave new sight on how stnee verbs vary from different kinds of genre, including scademic writing.
There are several forms of passive, mostly gre constructed in form ol the susifiary be and on —ed partieriple,
However, passive con niso be formed with ouxiliory get, which is called the get-possive. Paasive construclion
cocurs either aa shor passive or long passive. Long possive contwin: o by-phrse which specifies the wgent of
the action, henwsever there are also excepiion (o the use of by o povem tee goeniive plhrase Le M room oy
permaten with mes ond e B o foed (Cocteee, 198D, In priocipe, the long passive can be replaced Ty
an active clause with the same medning, vet it will be bess approprinte than the possice voice. (Biber 21 al,,
WY,

Biber i ol.™s (23] prineipals for choosing leng possives in writing inelude: (1) the inlormation-
flow, i which preference for presenting new information &t the end of & clause; (75 end-weight, 0 thiz case
the agend does nad hold up the processing of the rést of ihe clwme; and (3} the long passive place initial
cintpleasis on an element of the claose, which is the lepic o theme. In other words, long passive construciiog
allenss the object ogent w have less atcention from the readers aad somechow leck of responsibility,
Meanwhile. short passive is when the apent is nid specificl. According o Biber, of al, (2003}, the shoo
passive Is n usefol device in academic wriling because it gives the status of fopic 1o the direct object of the
corvesponding active clavse. The sense of objective detachment also appears by emploving the non-agenive
passive,

There are more idess obout the concept of possive vorce ond ks sdvantages in wriling. According 1o
ke Ciraduate Schood Sclentific Writing Fesowes (200352 6] there are mony edvantages of using possive
vince, especiplly in writing sclentific woting. The sdvantoges can be as: 1) Passive siressed what was done,
It makes sense bo use passive 10 stress what wos done i1 that i the purpose of writing. 2} Passive is more
ubjective snd schentific. Some people claim that passive soice |5 inherently more scienfific than active
videe. Thae ise of passive vpice encourages precision ond probity, The use of passive voice it tha fucts stand
on their gom, nemdvees some sccwstiond of bins, and presents an <ain” of feeling ol logic, Passive volee
provides siructure contral. The passive is not only accepiable but o necessary lool if & writeris o have
complele conirol over the siructuring of sentences. In this case the Key 1o e passive voide is 1o swilch the
order of the subject and object 1B fmportdn e hive e corneer bickwards-tnking . information. 0 the
beginning of the sentence. Passive voice has its place in scimtific writing and has many funitions in writing
even ofelly, Uslng passive volee mvore scienlifie, abjective, and, provides sirdcteee contindl because oF Hal,
mutst af reseerchers ended wogse passive voiee in thelr weiden, B should be wsed when necessany 1o
muininin the cobwsion,

Methadobgy, Besuli, and [Hscussion

The kind of this redearch s o descrptive reseanch, Bt is the ermr analyvsey progess. B analusis, pecosding
i Sokeng {2004 s o branch of applied Tingiistics; enierged 1o demonstrate tha leamer érms wiere not only
becmpae of the lemer™s native linguigs, Bt alsn reflecied some oniversol lewming strategees, This was as i
remctim o the coptsaive analysis theoey, which considered interference gs the basic process of seoomd
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Enguage leaming. Richards and Schmide (20000 201 ) detine Ervoe Analysis (EA) o the study and analyvsis of
the errors mode by second language lezmess, EA mios be cirried 0wl in order o identify strutegies swhich
learmers wee in longuage leaming, o ey fooidentify the coeoes of Teomer erroes and obtain information on
cormmint difficulties in lnguape leaming. to wot &5 an oid W teacking ‘or 0 the prepomtion: of teaching
futerinls,

This research was wimed at identifying the-types and pevcemage of students™ grammatical errors in
ising passive vioice in thelr deademic writing in eoms of thesés agreed by their pdvisors for folnkisg i Gl
eomprehensive exam, The popalation of this resezreh wies the dogumszne in form of the whale stedents” thisses
which had been apreed by the advisors for following: the ol comprehensive exam al the three periods of
final comprehensive exnm {from 200 273013 — HpI32004 o1 the English Depariment of FEIF URMAY Salok.
The has bien taken [0% from the whole of the population. There were 10 sludents” thisies as the sample of
this reseurche All of these theses have been snalveed 1o determine types of pussive vobee grrors thit hod been
mde by the stisdants,

The instrumment of the research was the students” theses, These theses were the key instruments of
the resewrch inorder o know the grammetical errors on Sucface Swategy Taxonomy that hod been munde by
the studenss in using passive voice in their theses, Obsirvalion sheets in form of tobles witly the indicators far
grammitical errors was olher instrument used for eollecting the datm oo how the eeeors made by the students
in iming - passive: voice. All ol the erveds were collented and elossified based on dhe Surfoce Strotegy
Pakonomy suggested by Duilay (1982 1504, By reuding the whole sentences made by the students b thele
iheses the whole idemified grammatical errors on passive voice hove been tabufated into the able of
dbservntion shesls,

Tor analyze the doto, first the researchecs o tee analysts ba o write down and incorponme the whole
wrarmmatical ervoes In using possive voice, Second, dhe whole idemtifed grammatical ervors have been
classi Ned based on their types and then they were put in tobles of observation sheers. Finally, o Saleulnte the
porcentage of each type of the students” ervors the researchers had o wied the formuolo thal s suggested by
Arikunto (2009 where the.  frequency of each Wype of erroe (in perceniage) was coloulaied by dividing the
frequency: oe aumbes of ercoes in ench category/ftype with the total number of identified errors then multipiied
with o hundred percent, The percentage then was olassified imo the following interval table oo seggested
b Arikwmo | 2009

Table 1 The Chssifieation Level of Students' Error

bl &k e e Lo Lo o i E

Idervnl of Stusdents’ Errae Clagsiticatbon of Students” Error
B % - N0 Wiy higl
= ol % - B High
A1% - §0G Averape
2% = 4 Lo
1 Wery bow

Fricttegs of tive Revedrch

Based on the onalysis of pessive voice on the 10 (len) of stodents theses sgreed: for Tollowing the
fimal comprehensive ot theee periads of final comprehensive exam [ from 20022003 — 20032240047 ot the
English Depannmeny of FRIFP UMMY Sodokdl was found thar there were mans types of sodenis’
grammunariedl ety b uklng passieg voace based on Surlace Strategy Toxonomy Dhilay (19820 130), Thes
wensmissions, dddizions, Misformarioasand Wisordering topes, can be seen on the followng tables:

i T i TN A i | Total
| Student” Theses vl |3 |a s |6 |2 |5 |9 | :r“""" o
) | Errors
[Pep. [N ]- 1= T-1- |- T1v I%v 1= |- I3 7%
TR | 18|15 |17 |39 |37 |33 | 1% |2 |16 |17 |, 103
236 "
Surface | OM TR (9 (B W% |7 |5 |2 |7 156
Strategy B "
Fisoneny Y& |3 0% |3 |y [30= |= |= I= |= |10 2%
BM- f« |2 |» |4 |3 |2 I+ |2 |~ |1 |1 3 5%
o [T R
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SA_ J= [= J= 1= T == 1- 1= 1= T-  T- |
RE |- [= [= |= |= |= |= 1= 1= [=1|= =
W 91 1= 12 |3l= = [F |1 |38 (%
MEAL (B8 [T (e[ |6 |7 |55 |4 14z
. G g
sl 4 - . | . . I | | - R 1.3 %
. MO = 1= = 13 |= = - - =T .30,
| Totul Number of Errors Bl |47 |30 | &2 | 71 [ 46 | 36 | 36 | 37 | 30 | 480 0%
Mot
o = Uhmmibssion Al = Addition MEF= Mis-Formation MO = Plie-
wrdering
Prap = Prepositionbnd = Doubie Marking RE = Regulntions Brmrs 51 = Subjec
™h =Ta hellG = Regulntion AT = Archie Forms Auxk= Auxiliary
CJ = Comjunction 54 = Simple Addition AL = Allernative Forms
YR = Verb

From the toble 2 ubove, it cam be soen thot the studenis hod grammatical entors: in using podiive
poier hased on Surface Stratepy Taxonomy categories. [nthe Omizsion Coregary their totnl mumber oF errors
o1 o ssion of prepasition was 16 (3.4 %500 omission of w be was 230 (401 %) in omission of confimciion
wirh O (20%) and In omission of verd was (2.0 %) In dddiiion Category the Sudents” wisl number of
errors ondonble markingwas 12 (2.6 %).dn addition of regidarization and simple addition there is no studient
who minde errors. In Misforrmation Covgronthere 5 o suedent who made ervors in regidarizarionin anefris
Jerewnathiste total number of errors was 79 (6.0 Yahond in eltereaiive forms was 68 (145 %) I Misdederiing
Category the sudents” wial number of errors on swbjeet was 8 (1,7 %), ancthe last, in qrodfiar was 1 (0.2
ol 1l seems thet the most freguend errors i using postive voice the swdents hod mnde are emoes on
omission of “bo be'”,

Iin this sescarch the researcher analyveed siudens” grammaticn] errors in asing passive voice based on
surfuce sicalegy (usonomy catepories. There are Foor trpes of ernors bisedon this cutenory: Omission,
Addition, Misformofion end Misordedng. The folfowings ase the Firdings on Gwnission Type;

Table 3: Siudents” Grammatical Errors in Lsing Pasive Feice on Omission
T pes Based on Surfoce Stratepy Taxonomy

| . Surfoce Strslegy Taxombm
| Studenty Thises AT o e Wb
Frep | TB ) VR i Trmars

1 TN B EN T
{2 - I3 [ I 24

3 17 13 i 27

I - Kb pd | I L]

5 - 37 In ] 51 —
|6 - 33 3 . 38

7 1 g 7 - 2%

] 1 M 3 7.

g - Ik 2 15 ]
{10 - 7 7 < T
| Total MusnberalEroey 13 F3h 0 L) TR E
% 5.7% | 67 8% | 2560 | 39 | NP

Hased op the tablé 3 above it can be seen thit I weiting their theses the studenis lad made some
kimds of amrizaies crmirs. In e omission of prereitions. the otal romber of error was 16 (4.6% ki the
et lamiem o b e sty T30 06T TR 0n the mrriission of @ovpfnimeiios wid G 03 T andin the smission of verd
g DO a2 0A00 [ peerrs Ul the studests misde errers on the smission ol e e moee frequently than other
ormiEslon cptedort, However, they mde groes on the omission of veed less frequendly. tan others,

Ihe o on dddifor Trme can beoseen in wble 4 beloaw, 10 can be seen that she stodenss: hod mode envors
in passive voice un addition tpe in category of double muirding. The total nember of ermorwas 13 (374 In
the regaidrrzagan and in the simle mddirorcategory thise (4 ni studont whio mile erris,
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Table 4: Students” Grammaticnl Errars in Using Paisive Folce an Addition Types Based on Surfoce
Strategy Toxondrmny

Surfaee BIFATEREY
Shidents” Theses | Tanomomy
| ADDETION Tobml Mumber
DM | RG SA ol Errors
N o s _ -
| 3 z = 3
E - |- 5 3
4 4 - 4
5 l - - ]
£ 3 " - 3
? = _— -
L 2 = = a
.q.u. = - - =
10 | - |
Total MumbyralErors - | 12 - - i2
i 100%% 0%

The foliowings are the Findlings oo Misforamation Type

Table Z5tudenis’ Grammatical Ervors o Using Fossive

Surface Strategy Tazonomy

YVoice on Misformatton Types Based on

Sorfnce Stitdepy
Students’ Thieses Taxon ~
MISFORMATIONN Tednl Mumber
RE | AF Al ofEcrars
1 - 4 L I7
x 1 fi T
3 == -3 ]
4 - |2 i1 "
5 - 12 T 1%
6 . K 7
] - 2 | 'l
] - - i3 15
& - ] G ]
L] | 4 -]
Total MumbcrofEsrors . 29 o o3
Y - 2504y T 10k

From the thle § ahove, it con be seen thin the studems errars on srigfrmation tvpe ares [in the
reguiarizationcutegory there is no student who made ervor. In the archie forms category the total numbers?
eirar was 20 (9% and in the affermmie foemecstepory was &8 [T 11 can be seen thel siedents had
mndeeriies bn altermative furmacategoey maore than in arelvy fonmcitegon
Fhe pest ore the findings on Alisordiviog Tepe. From ihe table & below, i can be seen that testudents hod
mnde errors in misdedering Wpe. In the sedyeciategorythe wtal number of grror was § (88,990 Meanwhile
in anciftarvcategory was 101.0%) It seems thag the stsdents had make errors moee frequently in ey of
arizordering iy pesnl passive voice
Tuble 6: Stodents” Grammatienl Errors in Using Passive Voice on Misordering Types Based on
Surfnce Strateay Tovonomy

Surlce Siraiegy |

Seuclents” Theses Taxasamy
Misordering Tonal Mumber
| A ol Ermirs
4 - <

= = =

| B | —
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i - - -
| Tostul MumberolErors 4 [ 9
L L e L
Moreover, o general, the vpes and fevel of stodents” prammatical errors can be shown i the followmng
e
Table 7: The Types and Level of the Students’ Grammatical Errors -
5 | Total Frequency | Percen of | Level arl
e, The Typee od Lavors of Errors e Ermoss e Sludents” Errors
I Cimisaian T 74,7 % High
2 Addition 2 1.6 %a Wery low
) Misformution |57 20, 8% Wery low
4 Muordering | @ L9% Wery low
['otal Mumber of Errars 466 1T

Table T above shows that in generad the levels of the students” errors on grommar in using passive wice wre
virious. The highest level of their errors i on the emission type that i 70T % (high) On the other tvpes.
additions. misformation and migsardering ppes, teir level of eroord in using passive veloe ane very low
(2%, 20 A%, and | 9%,

EHsitssinm

Ihe reswlr of this sesearch Found that the sedenis bod made erors on gramma>r in using possive
voice flase on Lypesol Surfsce Strarcey Taxonomy the first type—omission isat o high level of ermor with thee
percentage 5 7.7 % The second—the addition Dype jsmts sery lgw level with the pereenioe is 2,6 %, Third
iy pe—misformation isatn very i level foo with the peroerage M8 % The last type—mispedering is
aleat 2 vers low level with the percentage 1.9 % In the case of wsing pagsive voice, the most frequent
gramenatical erar made by the: students in using passive voice in their theses at the three periods of finod
comprehgnsive exam. B on emissior Wpe. As Richards ond Schomidl (2010} say on error results -from
ncomplete knowledpe, 1L is made by a fearner whien wriling or speaking and s caused by lack of anention,
[etheuie corclessnicss, or some other aspect of performance (p. 2010 Hubbard et o, (1983} say all incorrect
o procduced by studends are géomrs bl it is impertant - i make 3 difference between pennine ermors caused
by the lack of Enowledge oboud the target lennoge o frcorrect hypotheses tbout i ond mistakes caused by
tumpotars logses of memory confusion, slips of the iongoe und 5o on (p. 134). Sokeng (2014) quotes Endogon
(2007) auggests Two wayn 1o distinguish between an omor and & mistake: the fimst one is to check the
comsrpteney of leamer™s porformance. I besometimes wses the correet form and sometimes the wiong ope, i
s oamistiks, However, iFbe alwavs wses it ncorrectly, it (s then an error. The secand way s 1o ask fearmer 1o
By o eorrect Biis odwn devioni usteranee, Where he isoumable b the devintbons are erroris where be s
saccenalil thes gne pidualoes

e resulis of this study, have shown that thestudents made o lot of different types of gromimotical
ertory i wnbng pusshoe vobee, The sources of these emors ean be intedingual and intralingual, Cireal-care
sl b ke e anvone gramnr leelres o students” theses advisors, In order to check that their writing
dost ol conrain any grommaticn] mistokes, learmem also bpve o carefully proofread their werk: and-check
thd ] the sontemees wrewell- labelled ind stated,

arwither recommicsidaion is tha i is alse bes oo check using grammar books so a5 10 be really sure
that e micsrlmg thed learmer iw irviog e poss i clese ond tse grammor e is wing isooemeel: The best way ¢in
b L iy A ERmple whass Wl che learmer hos Lo sab.

Comelasmoms and Sogpestions
Canclosion

Flased o the resalt of the datn wnalysis on G the ten (100 of sudents” theses ppreed by the advisors
o Following the Ttial éomprebensive exam @t the threg periods of final comprehensive eams (from the fira
simriester of M A201Y wnihl Gt semester of 200372004 scademic veor) of the English’ Deporimend of FEKIP
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LMY Solod it con be ooncluded thatthe students hod made variows types and leved of erors in wsing
pasaive voice in their theses. They had made esrors dominantly o the (hmission Lope, 1t is 01 o high bevel, bt
they hove emom on Addition Misformatton, and Miserdeeing tvpesal verviow level, |n general it con be
concluded thar- Average Level, These ermors sre because of most of the studeins did mol understand how B
sk areurme grammar on passive voice, Thiey cunnol chieck their errors by themselves while they are writing.
All of errors happen because their emoes weie ned checked by their advisors before tiey were illowed 1o
Follow the fimsl comprehensive axam,

Sugmestions

Bosed on the finding of the research and conclusion above, it |s suggessted 10 the haure students of
English depuriment io pay elisse atention o the we of coerect grammar, especiplly in using passive vaice in
writing their theses ns the acsdermic writings, The students should follow their advisors” correction in iig
ermors they bad made in theinheses. It means that the students” theses advisors should pay atiention to the
peiion of analvzing and correcting thelr sludents™ enoes In idHng passive voice, Brcouse these ane éerorm. so
the stugenis cannol checked their errors by themselves, So, advisors” correction & needed 1o mimimalize their
shidents’ grammear amrors in order 10 get the high langunge quality of their theses it is alay suppested w the
English leciures wihs tesch praommur at the English Depatment of FRIP UMMY Solok to teach grammar,
ezprecially in teach passive vowe, infegroied]y with the writing sotivitics.
Lectures should be able o nol only detest bnd describe the erroms from & inguistic view, bt olso (o
undersiond the psyvchological rensons G their cccurrences, Currection of ermors s 05 imporisnt s
identificatton and deseription of them, Such resenrch wirk should help lecturers o be aware of the mos
common and salient grammation] emors students moke ond they should be able fo moke wse of them i ihe
iznching process approprimely,
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