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UTILIZATION OF INTERNET AS AN ALTERNATIVE MEDIA TO LEARN
ENGLISH INDEPENDENTLY OUTSIDE CLASSROOM

Witri Handayani, 5.5, MLPd, Hendro Saptopramono, 5.5, MEd in TESOL
English Deparmcnt, Siate ]"’nl_nenhn_i: of Padang

Mowsdays, Imiernel hos browght essential influence w hemar life. Peogle may consider iE s o of ther
primary necds, Inteme has been casily. uocessed beemese many public places provide WIFI focility so
preryong can sy conpecied with miemel In order o pecommodore this necessity, State Polyiechnic of
Padang alas provides free aceess of inlemiel in the compus, Actunlly, this interper facility should give
tepeficial espects o Budents especinlly in impronang their ability and wndersianding: in English. There ae
miny websites or blogs that offer great opportunity for studems 1o improve thefr compotence in mastering
English skills, However, students sometimes cannob use this opportunity magimally, Thene are two
reasgnable fociers why students cannoi_gain opfimal benefit of intermet utilization, Firstly, they. do ot know
ceriatn Hnks of websites thal provide English lenpming muterials which are wuseful for them. Secondiy, they do
not fave sufficient knowledge W utilize the content from essimtiol websites or blogs for improving their
English compeience, The article then focusesd on introducing useful Tinks ovailable in interoed. based on
categoiy which nre demanded by studenis sech os listening, speaking, writing, reading, granmmnr and English
tests, Furthermoare, this article alio estplores required knowledps and skilly deat miesd be acquiired by students
0 guin benelit in wilizing contents from websiies or blog as media of English leamiog outside of (heir
classroom. By gaiming these knowledge end skills students will be able to develop their independent languape
learning,

Keyworids: internet, English materisls. indepemdent languige learming

Introduction

Uilzation of Intemel nowedoys increases mgadiy, Since e are fiving in the ape of digial
technaslogy, Internet plavs an important rale in the Biven of o lives, Childsen and youngsters engige in
prfine  wetivities both  inside and ootside  the clwssropm {Sefion-Green, 2004,  Information  and
Communication Techootogy [ 1CT) bas become one breakifirough in educationz| procass, 1 is being wsed w
aasisl sudemis o leam more effectively and help teachers o do adminisirative tsks more efficiently
[ Selwyn, HERY, Belowati (2003 ) describes there are about 2,300 edecational instiiutions weee inlermet aiers
ond 20% of them were higher educational instiidion, This greal demand on the wiifization of ICT occurs
because 1 offers preat adyemageous aspects in the process of language leaming, Firsly, the process of
language leaming becomes more afractive becasse 0 nvelves different Toems of presented media such as
texts, pigtures, tobles, videh and muliimedia, Seondly, it olfers verfous topics. and 1esks which can I
selecied based on leorners” need. Thicdly, the opplization of ICT has developed g new field of independant
bearndang beciuse it miay offer efficiem and high quality achievemens in personsl o collective leaming {1slam.
2Lkl

Hewever, the wtilizaiion of (his new echndogy does sol bring expected result [0 fhoes some
challenges such z siudents” Drappropriote scoeptonee, culiural gap, lack of instittionnl support, low
mgdivation of users, slow Eceess of imemet, affordability of computer end . conmectivity. compater literacy.
vxporiize pnd others
Henee. the aim of this poper (& to optimezing. utilization of the Intermet in the prooess of independent English
lenriiing

Briel Heview al Helntvd Theorae
.1 Mefinitinn of Exzentinl Terms

['he term infernet that s wued o this paper relors i the clear definilion mentioned oo ressdution of
Pederal Betworking Council on October 24, 1995 “Internet” relers to the glotsal informetion system thai—
fe losjeaily finked iogeiher by o glidal unigue sddvess space based o (he [nlemnel Protocal (') or s
sbieguent extensicns{allow-nng;
b e b support commrisnicatioms usiig the Drundmlssion Coatral Proiosaldnerner Prodoe] | TCPTP Y suite or
i subseguent eutensionsfollvw-ome and'or other [Paompatible prolecols: and

315


http://www.pdfcompressor.org/buy.html

PDF Co

pressor Pro

ISELT-3
) P embnips al the Thind Tnivesstiontinl Sennast b I‘:I.I'dll—ll |.u.'|pu.d.il|.' askl T Ly |15ElT—:J-|'

provides, wses of mikes accesuble, alber pubdiely or pevaiely, bigh level serviees lnvered on ihe
communications asd related infrastrocture described herein,

The term of Interset wilizstion which is used in this paper refers to utilization of modem tvpe ol nformation
wnd Commumicntion Technologies (ICT) In the grocess of English leaming. Although there are muony
definitiors of ICTs: this paper fecusss on the defmitom proposed by United Mabions Development
Progrumme {LUNDP: I Ts are basically information-fending ods- o varied set of goods. appiications and
services thot are used to prodisce, store, process, and diearibute and excluinge mlormaton. They includs the
‘ofd” 1CT% of eadiv, Iclephone and felevision, and the “new’ [CTs of computers, sateliile and wircless
technolopy. ond the interner” The second essential ferm in (his paper is independent leaming, This lerm, in
soimg stedics can also be interchangeably with gome gther teems such as auonomous feaming, self directed
lenrming and learning bow to lean (Mever et ol, 2008). Phifip Candy, in the now classic tea *Sel-direetion
fior lifelong leaming” (1991), quotes Forster [ 1972) 10 define independent leaming' study: | “Independent
study is a process. a method amd a philosophy of education: In which a student acquires knowledic by his o
her aun efforts und develops the ability for inquiry ond eritical evaluation; 2 it inciudes freedom of choice in
determining those objectives, within the limits of & given propect of program end with the aid of o feculty
adviser: 3 i requires Treedom of process oo eorryo oul the objectives; & 01 places increased educational
respomsihility on the student for the achieving of objectives and for the value of the goals”. In the independent
leorming, individuel can choose whal they wanl o léarn, set their own goal, apply their preferred method and
others. “Independent study is p process, 8 methid bnd a philosopliy of edwcatbon whereby 3 leatier sequires
knowledoe by his or her own elforis and develops the abiliy foe eoguiry and eritical evaluizon”™ [(Cundy,
1991)

B.2 Benefits of using modern 0TS (Internet)

The devebopment of 1CTs has brought great improvement in the process of language lenmning. it
may trunsform the lesming process from b-class tegehing fo outside classroom Tearning (Liv, Shih end Tsai,
2011 ). Abdallsh (2007} arpues thot the [memet [ wsed in education because it [acilimies lesming téaching
nnd communication. 1 is passible 1o find a grea deal of inloemation ontine. Furthermoes. siudents can study
any topic in English independently online and they con also find mamy aciivities in intemet o use baved on
their own preferences, [T provides o vuriety of learming opportunitics for studenss & beam langeage £ umis,
2007} Harmer (2007} eéxplains thal stdents moy be able W find practieally any kind of mfornstion ey
niged iz intermel They cun access mony sources such o newspapers, encyelopediag, history, film, lyrcs and
broadeusting sssociation and enline siresming. Moreoves, imerne olso offers attmactive online petivities such
s Enferactive gomes with chat room which con be ded by many pluyers orodnd the world simultanesos]y

- such as Poim Blank, Call of Duly and others, Imterned alse provides social nepwarks and chat room such as

facebook, line, MySpace and others which can be use a8 potential media 10 do collective chat or discussion
online, Kilimet (2010} explaing that the Inteenet can be used a5 °., .the main sid in teaching a language and ns
g basiv source of communication in distance education’, not only o5 4 complement to other teaching
retources. The World Wide Web provides teachers and students with the possibility 1w listen to redio
programs, lelevision progrems. the news and etc., thus listen o native speakers online. Moreover the intemet
pives students access o librany and o great deal of resding misteriols. and also the opportunity 1o familnrize
themselves with many different culiures and peoples (2009% Gisaki and Ty loe (2001) furher sated thal the
nihvantages of the Intesnet leaming can let students practice English and computer skills at the same time.
expasg themn o rich nput of English used in real life situstion, enhances students autonomy by allowing
students to direct their bearning 1o arens thar they: are interested in, assist student to communicate with native
speakers ot any time, and stimulete their leaming motivation through various onbine sctivities. Imernel may
incresss sudents’ motivation o dse English outside classroom

.5 Problematic Dileouvma kn vilng loternet in English Lenrming

I wome coses, the (deal purpose of internel opplicntion cannod b ochieved swceassfully because of
senveral Tactors, The Tirsl fmotor i due i the lnek of sudemts” skill in using the inemel, Stodenis seem 1o hove
lipmined knooyledge and informution about some wseful links in internet thas can b used as rescurces and
medio 1o Jeain English. Searching o [otermet-is o skills in el which studerts need bt ncquire {Hanmer,
20075, I may be coused by there & oo informatbon snd explasion rom the leclurers o teochers obout thoss
wselul Bioks. The second Focior cmy be idenfilied as the lack of Sudents” understanding- e utilicing the
leaming materials which are displayed on the link of websie. Students seem confased to malke optimel wse of
leariing muterials thoe they fnd in the intermer Thirdly . some sedents are - casily distrocied  from theer
letirming process in using certafn lnks because there ure many inleresting and aoftractive: links, sofivare,
programs gnd spplication in intemet. Suryani (203) explaing that there are four dilemmatic factors of
[mtermet utilizntion In Indonesia. they are culural tackground of Indonesion society. lack support from
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educationad institutkons, Jow motivation of stedents, and insufficient skill of poademic =affE Some
restarchers focus their study on discovering barriers of challenges in usng inlenel in language lEdening.
some of hose letors con be seen o low confideice i wsing ICT (Hare, 1998), self efficacy and - prior
. cducntional backpround (MMunpania, 2003} administrotive ssee, lmimiion of social iserueiions Embed

academic skills, limated rechnical skills, fearmer motivation, lime g support for studies, high cost, limited

pceess o the Imemel, and some fechnical problems {Muilenborp, 2061}, Internet also contning miskeading

and incorreet informotion os well 15 guestionable contenta. Dudemey (2000} observes that there s indeed
i informdion on the fnternel thd i nol oppropriste for stedents soch as bullying hormiful adolis, wnssEimble
l comitents, ehewling wnd pthers, Those problems need (o be solved in oeder to pain expected resolis of reme
. utifization in binguage leaming.

B4 The Useful strategies for using interoel in English Learsing
Bome studees bove been conducted oo overcomie those probdems. Iskam (201 proposéd three

reguirements for efficlency of independent English leaming through the Internet. The first simtegy is by
promoting sell monitoring abifity. The lesmers should esfablish o pood leaming goal, [emelale feasible
sudy plan and eptimide their self-evaluation for leaembng process, oonlidence and effvcis. Secondly, he
mentions sirengthening cooperation, There should be solid cooperation between students. teochers and
sipervisor 1o ensure that the studemis gel necezsary knanwledpe, belp, puidance, supervision in the process of

; achieving their learning gool through bnderoed utilizatbon. The thivd sspeet & optimiding of network
configuration. In this case, he weald like o invite awareness of site builders in constructing o sense of eseful
innovadion which offers clear instrections of léaming purpose, distinctive fentures, sbondant rescurces;
rufionad  desion and high inferactive. Excellent English laspeage leaming websites should reflest the
advaneed teaching philosophy.

_ Stwdents must alse be equipped with corimin lilerpcy of intemes utilistion, For instance, 0 use a

| search engine effectively, leamers need (o know exzetly the word or phrase on which 10 base their searche
Sfanslield 202 in his study deseribes students” sngdety inousing intemel They wanted 1o welle 8 repor on
i Australion wnimals), hed suedents search for “adimals’, only w God that the search resulied oo foog lo ol
pornographic sites. He then suggested they we actual species names (B exomple, kosls, kangoroe), only o
find o fes af (mostiy ) componies that hod nomed themselves ofter Australinn animels. He finally found that =
sizarch for “Auvstralisn oniobids’ produced a list of appropriste sies. [U s therefore wise for teachiers W preview
the search resulis of any search enging and search wiords they plun to use to avold scoldentally displaying
inappropriabe meaterial,

B5 Unelul Links
Before discussing the useful inks or websiites that may' be used a3 the medip for koming English, it
it necessary o discuss bvpes of sties for leaming Enghsh through intornet. As Jones (2000} in Moobe {2002 §
examines the characteristics of some online leornming materials fir students: snd deseribes theee madels of
online lerming sites Tor studenis diseibutive, ol and cooperative, In te distobutive model, materials or
lesson - sheets are svailuble For leormers oo study mdependently,: Students respond 1o reading oe - listening
pussages by completing multiple-choice. gap-illling or other exercises; The sofiware allows sisdents to et
{ mnrmediote feedhack on ther pnswoers. The torinl model |s often found on fee-for-uevice websites that ofler
twoswny gommuonication between the teacher and the lesmor using email, chal, ielephone or video
eomilerencing, The cooperntive model allows students in the course (0 communicats with each other as well s
with the teacher. This paper actually classifies the links or websites Tor supporiing English leoming process.
frty five midjor groups, they can be ldestificd as generol information, English five skill suppors, English
Tests, vorshulary and dictiomry

Cremeral inlormadion
o S comy
wyen i hipediacom
N B | o
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Five skills dupporis
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English Tesis T
English tesis which are commonly used o measure Leamers® stondsrd English may be classified imo [ELTS,
TOEFL. TOEIC. Actually. each of these tests has its own choracteristics wnd purposes,
huetprakeielis. britishooumne | or/prepore-test free-practice-lests (TELTS)
hitrpet s selis-exmm et/ practice iesis 330 ([EL TS}
http o testden. comishallengesfree-Jelts.asp (IELTS)
fitpy oo, estden conyehnllenge Tree-toeic.asp ( TOENC)
hitp: S oo line-ieslcomd { TOETC)
bty e estden comdchnfllengedlree-toellLusp ( TOEFL)
bt www feefinetwork comiioe1-practice-1es (TOEFL)
Ittt hes bocoomd el {TOEFL)
iy testmagric. com®nowledee_Base TOEF L/ Structure’ { TOEFL |

Bictionary

hitigfiw sederel com

Tutspped it
Mnmmmm
htpefwenow ahefreedietionary com

heipaivavw werdrelerence. com

Wocabmilury
nripu woeow fTeerice. o
hitp=www' corpus by edu’cocn

bttpzfwnow deamingeholcoete, oom
htipswww vocabahead. comSsdy v'eabacl i 1 fank e

Conclasion and Sugpestlon

Interner — ks contéms and application — may become o oliemative resources of English leaming
process. Linlike conventional leaming progess in the classmoom. the Intérmet provides vanbes tpe of
nuthemtic materials thut includes theors. proctice. evalustion mnd feedback sufted with leamees’ preference
e eed. Basically. there oré two maper sdvaniages: tuit can be derived from  efifiZation of Inbermet (o
[y leamning, The firsl advientage is the leormers may bove on opporiunioy to have o divect contast with
pative -speikers. The second advammge i that ey will gsin vorows English maternds such’ us generul
intbrerathon, English 56 skill supporis, English Tests, vocsbolory und dictionsrs.,
In order 10 pehigve optimal purposes o the: wilizetion of Interiel swdests most be Tamilior with cerain
Grateghes in using tee bntermet, Besides, they must be able (o know the nppropriate links or wehsioe thut can
be used to improve their English independently, Coflaboration among teacheesleciurers, superyisors
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studeins and wib-designers may improve the quality of leaming mterials posted on the website which maos
lepd o the lmproversent of students” English learning througly inteemer wial bzatkan,
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