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Abstract

This paper locuses an shaping of the new frend of digiul medin in English teaching and {inding the best ways
bow 1o take advantages from the technologies in pedagogical framewark. The new trend of digital media
technolopies including socinl netwoeks(e g, Second Life, Facebook, Twitter) offer opportinities for teachers
tir chutlenge previous centralized models of learning by connecting. sharing and discussing idess with (heir
shiakints fnoside of the cluss rodm bnd &l pread distance from éich ather, Mew diglial medin have beeome an
important part in the fife of our young genermion, 11 15 @ notural for teachers o take a close look of the trend
and teke iU into constderativn when bessons are conceplualized. By using thess medin, fepshers ore offered @
gregl pussibility to fncrense motivatlon. ool participotion nnd thus linpuage competence in almost every
fredd, Chur fixilure to provide langunge learmning nnterial nesources must partly be doe to weachers and parents
whet either do nal apgreciize ar do nat underitand the power of social media. In this paper, | try to explore the
importanes of shaping the new trend of digitsf media in toaching English net just simply becouse the students
are confronted with new diginal media in thelr daily fife sayway, bul becouse of the fact tha the mone
channels for the reception of information are used, the beiter for the students’ languspe sequisition or their

bearming proded i peneral,
Koy words: mow trend, dighital medla, English teaching, socinl networks, iangiage fearning

Entroduetion

As one of the globalised media products, new digital media technofogies in education with their
renepunization of sociil networks offer opportunities for teachers 1o challenge previous cenrafized modeds of
lerming by connecting. shering and discussing idess outside of the class moom and &t grest disignee from
their students. Through digital wchnologies, stsdents get more new information froo the lechnology they use
putside of school than they do from their teacher in the classroom. Iois clear that leamning in an-online
etivironment help fo improve the wrpet longuage. encourages leorner independence, tnd has o prest potential
lr devidnping our eulturnl teaching and learning-

Lising these kinds of pew digital media hag always been a challenge. Students ond ceschers should be
ahle 10 use in their leaming activity different medin through different technologies. New digital medin
prowvide texchers ond studemts with creotive and practical ideas: They enable wachers 10 meet variows needs
und interests of their fudonis. They olso provide sudents with o [0t of lingunge proctice and (msks which
develop reading, wrting. speking and listening skills activities-using let sav. Second Life, Facebook, or
Tavitter, Mew digital medin also entertins students and encourage practicing English in general, both inside
amil outside (he classroom. promoting extensive leaming by giving the students the confidence, the
madivation and the nhbility s continee their peading putgide e cloasmosm

Ad o tedcher, | osee thal schools ps instiutions hove o react o the emergenee of shis pew' medi
eultures. The grestest opporunity for change is cumrently found in after-school progroms and informal
learning communites: Schools and Efter-school proorims must devole more attention 10 [ostering the new
miedia literncies: o set of cullusad compelencles and soclal skills thot stedents need 1o [nérease mativation,
ol partierpaiion ood thas langunge compelence in almeoes eviesy field,

I fhis paper. | iey o explore the impoiance of shaping the nesy remd of digio] medio In tesching
Fnzlish mod juss simpdy Becrese the stiedemiy are confronted sith aew digitnl medio in thie daily e anyvway,
but |secause of the loct that the more chonnels for the reception of nformation are used, the beiter for the
stisdents” |angunge oequlsition or thelr leaming process o gederal, 18 iy chenr thin learning in o online
enwironment helps 10 insprove the tacget lnnguage, encourages leamier independenoe. wnd has grest potential
i the development of intereuliura ! and communicmive skills

Thearetical Framewark

Ever singe digital wehnofogies were made widely available, scholirs, educators. poligyvmaokers, gnd
parents ove been deboting tseir imphications for soung people’s Ty, culiure, anention spins, socisl
leplerasice, and propensity for aggression
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The term of new maedia sieeil. EEI;III'IJIHE 1oy JEmwese o ml d THE R “Hefer to the gclual Echnodogess
; thai people wse o connect with one mmother—mcluding mobile phones, personnl dighil sssisiants | PI3AS),

gare -consoles; and compoters connected o the Iniemel” Threugl these technologics. voung people are
porticiputing in o monge of adivities, moleding woolal networking. bloggimg, gaming, instanl mesaging,
dovenloading music and sther content, uploading ond sharing their creations. end collaborating with others in
WATIEIS WilY S,

Similardy, on their book o end collesgues { 300817 stuted that “We useihe mom “nes media’™ o
Geserite o medin eooloey whese more moditsorsd meedin, such 88 books. felevizsion, mnd rodio, me
“eonverging”™ with digital media, specifically nteractive mediz ond media fur social communication.” They
use the term “new medin” rather than derms such as “digial medin™ or “interwctive media™ because they are
examining a constellatbon of changes 1o medin technelogy thed canned be redeced ooa singfe technical
choracieristio. Current medin ecologies often rely o & convergenoe of diginal and onlise auedia with peing,
annlog, end non-interactive media types.

Besed on the argumends above, | may conclude that new miedia refers 1o applications of the
compmer -thot include multimedia, antificia] inelligence and neworking, Multimedia is the combination of
the computationn] power of the computer with the presamation capabitities of video and audio. Arificial
intelligence uses the computational power of the computer 1o support and in some. ways mimic human
gognition. Metworking includes the uses of compurers that sre eonpected vis landlings or microwave toeach
ather aind the [nternet and World Wide Web,

DMscussion: Shaping the New Trend of gital Media in English Teaching

The concept of online longusge learming 18 0 the Tormotive phase and 15 sl being shaped by the
emerging socio-techaical landscape of web 2.0 1oods.  However. it is clenr that feaming in an onfing
environment helps 1o improve the wegel lasgunge, encolrages leamer independence. and las great potentiol
For the development of interculturl and communicative skills.

In terms of English longusge leomimg in. poriculer, Crafg and Patten {Z007), oote thal digitpd
pesources have been shown io support lesrmess in developimg verbal interpction skills increasing their
voenbmiiry, and tinproving their peading comprehension. Purthermiore, scoess o the Intermel ond sociod media
develnps students’ infercultum) skills and promites globad swariness.

I addition, Warsehouer and Healey { 1998, uscried in Brown, 2001, p. 143) contend thai infegroding
digial fechnloghes, in the Engllah languape elassroom illowvs for individiealizaiion in large classes; {aciliaies
multimocdal practice; encoursges collaboration; and ircrenses the “fun” e for leamgrs.

O the tmble below are the main trpes of Intemed-bivied social medio thal ane eathin tee seope of
online langusge education:

Type i - Examples l:
: Coltaborative mesha s
g and Mcroblogs Biogger, Twiter '
Content communifies ?mtte,ﬂt:.a;;_ Nl
. C Viemsal social warkds Sacond Li

Here is an example of some the websiies:
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There are alresdy many on-fine lnpuage lepming sites with milibons of wsees bot which provide
little feedboak about the achievemients of leamers and little or a0 guldance from longuage teachers, An onling
|-=lll£J.JEl.' [ercher assaimes o mevy rode where the ilonce of contral and feedback bBetween them and teein
learmiers 85 A Terent than in the troditional elnssroom

Ad o langumge teacher who is also weaching my studenis virmaally, | consdder an online linguags
feacher mesies that? the Eacher s pant of & eommunity. asd provides belp and guidones o5 on equal; the
teather doeh ol grictdy controd the material provided cather faciliates lenrming from moterials thol the
ftmdenl may prov sde: the teacher famibiarizes their students wilh the diffeoent [vpcs of diecourse avallable in
socinl medin and helps them o adopt and pdapt their use; the tescher provides belp where the siudent |5 not
bEng undesstood oF 14 ||u'.|r|g |JiI':E|.'qu:| understanding . pioms, expresstons, or subtle connitstions; the
tpchor guides rather thon msirecty the students i their use of 1 1ze; the teacher ensures that the sessions
are pomducted in such o way thai estabiished Jeaming objectives being schieved; und the testher b fke
the refores in o osporls mmich, watching oul for farmess, balanced pamicipatbon, and sdbérence 1o the
catnblished rules

Design and Procedure
Here b6 g cleik s design whal | think should be dope B starling o new soclal oetwork fearning
priip; S the peecedunt betow the checklist for what should be consedered at each stigo
|, Crepte -.'-.'-.'|1|:|.'|:|h5r rmups
Build @ profile of the participanis swch as; the longuage they wam 1o learn:; the level of abiliy
leaming objectives: interesis: fearning stvles: willingness W participane:
2. Aelesl the modt appropriale mediom amd tools
Provide o clear introduction and agree the miles of engeogmen
= Ciive gn ingrodusiion ui the beginning of the course: in wh lnouage communicaiion s 1o
ke place; o e course will besouciured — that s by tme, by lopdcs o by some alher
method: the afes and restnciions o the sooml netwesk: the rode of the modernios:
porticipamis’ rights pnd responsibilities: hosw much group and how muoch mdividual work
will be expeaied: losy much woek will be onsline and off=line: when ond bow ofien dies
th graup miset op=line. ThHe comdenl ol eosh scssion

ad

- Ak learn@irs o ipbrodece themselves g discesaon [oram. Inihe |'h."|_;il'.l'.il1'__' lesrners conld
i this fn their noiive linguage inidalls, o replace it w8 lger sage with & discription in
thee tmrget languase, |o lact. that could be ther first arm
£ Bl goal

1l
Participams should s groap and individual group. Al parapants shoald share in ereatime group

eowls. Tho moderitor’ s job s o enswre taat pesals wre wvell deltned. realistic and achievable: also thod

cnoegh flme is allocated 10 ochieve them.
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3. Encownae veam warking
i Membiers should understand each ather’s goals and styles amf be open 1o resolving conflicts. Simple
tasks or gomes are 5ogend way of becoming ecquointed. Agree the rules (nnd possible rolos) within
Ehve team. Anolher way 1 Ueink of this s establishing rights and responsibilities
B Listen pctively, paritcipate, and provide momeniom 7 necessany:
Have tusks in mind during on-line séssions and consider giving bomework assignments,
Listen carétully without interrepiing.
Ask questions from time 1o Ume.
Add some examiples from sour persoail e — i gives more personal conimet
Letd some discussions but st all of them.
Express your own opanrond about the topics
Mnmagy Silenoe.
= Leam o recognise, upeand dead with sifences,
¢ Adlow sllences when members need time o formglate their thoughis ond Gnd the right
winds
1. Fix problems, recogniss amnd solve conflicts,
Although moderating seems iy be less authoritative than teaching. language cours: masderators on s
socisl network should deal with those that pre pol Following the rules. This may mesn reminding
members about the rights of porticipams. werming or even expelling nepent oflenders,
4. Evaluste
= Chieck for ond wive feedback.
= Ask of vour support was enough or appeopnate
#  Aragreed mervals orstthe end of & smmd of social petwork encounters surveys could be
| sent or made ovailable online o thal poriicipants con evalunte the coorse, the learning
snvironmen| wid the noderator,

- e
[ R B T T R ]

-

B, Acdupe
s Buppest other tools o be used.
= Auike improvemens o vowr oo perioimance oy well ag the carse and the enyironmeni,

Fromm the Tist above, i is climr that sl the language competencies con be mught Urough e mow
| medla, Preferably. | choose the new social media network called Second Life,
| Second Life {(ipeseeondlife com) is-an online ssocld in which you ave nochasacter that can walk
urdiind and mesl people B s s social sepwoerking site tal ks very similor functions o Foseook. You can
sepd friends invitations, sk woindividuals, wilk weogronps of pecple ond use learning applications or pames.
But sometimas the best won 1o explain something to someone is 1o simply shaw it to them. 5o |ster on The
presentntion. | will shony a clip for you to wiich,

Conclusinn nnd Suggestion

| believe that there will afwoys be o plece for the froditicnal research paper in the college writing
classrovm, ond we have cormtndnly not jemisoned this, os 4 glance sl our course wiki and class syllabos
demematrzmes: Bul more and more, we See that new medis techeolegies undergivd every aspect of our lives:
By combimng the pring with the digital, our digiisl notive students wene shle fo think more broodly about
their work—Row it would look ond hosw it would sound—and to tronsinie their ideas inte o comples mistore
of words: imnges. and soumd Owr sadems povw default de soeiad nredin in ey every aspect of their life
They use 11 b commuenicate with Ui fricods, play games and watch TV, Our failore 1o provide lanpuipe
beamming resources must partly be due o teachers who either don't appreciate or don't undeestand the power ol
socinl media. Bud by ignoring social medin we dee missing oul on o wadld of opportunities,

Schoots ke 1o think of themselves as modern, imnovative snd forsard-thinking institutions, and the
magority ol them ara. 17 you enter 0 classroom loday. vou bre confronted with computers. Powerfraint
electroniz whitebpards and iPuds, But by refusing o -:ng.J:z:' with e stisdenis in the digitnl playground that is
stiid mediz we will never traly’ onderdond their needs ond neser Tully renlise its poteniid a5 9 lonpiege
lemrming fod Second e provides the new ool similar o o, g viroally, Heses tse membier can choose
theit v avpwr represents herr persoralives dress inoupe and join 0 varioos commmamities, The vehsite
o ides the ret] xpents frim sorious ynivevsities bl over the world s deach-Tanguoge und all members cun
speens fisten. write amd read ever, maderinl fnom coch scene. Bach seene ieaches them aew socabulares and
ey il e puid i sltuntion os 0 they aee really thére, Tre ond seck for vourself
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