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Abstract

Podcasting is a multnwedis that provides: 3 dol of suthermie Hsening moterfols and §can be downlooded on
the mieme freely, Podeasting nowadoys become an aliemative way of leoming lstening which can glve
positive effects towards stodents’ liswening comprehension. Using podeast &% o medium for feaming opens o
new opportusinyy in the longusge lewming context This research was eprried out ot English the Studsy
program of the lslantic University of Risy Pekanbore The ohjective of this research §s to find o the impact
of using podeast fn English listening process on the siodents” fistening comprebension abifity. The semple of
this research comsisted of 31 students drawn by purposive rundom sampling from the students of the second

] semmester. The instrument of this research was listening test by using TOEFL IBT. In this research, the wa
consist of six topics with 30 items questions. The effectiveness of podeast can be seen in improving sudenis”
listening comprebension by comparing average scores of pre-test and post-testANer amlyzing the test, the
writers found that the mean score of post-iest i griaier than pre-test (36,38 for posi-test and 2780 for pee-
test} significandly ot 1% level. Therefore, the null hypothests is rejected nnd the alternative hypathesis in
nccepited, It means, podeas oo give the positive effect on the sludeniz® limening comprehension.
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A Introduction

In lgarning a longuie, lsening is one skill thot should be acquired at esrly stage befoee other 3killn
such as spepking. reoding and writing, Afier listening someone will leam o speak o word or sentenoe that he
or shie heard, [n learning & foreign language. leaming listening Sees nod only stedy. the uiterancos or-word that
wi freard bul legrmers should leam the dtterances that hoppened in renl dontext or siusiional. To oveseoims
the peoblem-ond difficulties thal gre faced by mosily siodents in leorning listening, meny English teachers
and oxperis in language teaching sttempt so find the best gppronches. methods and strategien 1o assin their
students in lenming listening.

A lat of ways in teaching listening emerge due 1o the demand of the development of English as a
foreign fonpuage. One of them &5 applying the technology in teaching fstening. As we are living in the
guliure of digitn medin, mony yvoung pesple are now permanently connecting W technologies by constantly
ivalved in onsline chattmg, Bogging, compuier gaming, MP3 plavers; test messaging, mobile phones, and
intermet surfing for many of their information and social peeds. During this time teachers have been finding
that sisdents use compuoler and the imemes g2 owell ps their MP3 plavers and other digital medsa and devices
imainly for the emerialnment. This phemsmenon has aitracied young ond crestive feachers 1o utilize ihe
develgpment of echnology n waching lsening.

The objective of this msearch is to find ow the impart of using podeast in English fstening process on the
students’ listening comprehension ability of English study progrom of Blamie University of Ring.

Literature Beview
Lisrenivig-redated dhsories

Many researchers hove gisven their definftions of Hstering comprehension. For example, Brown and
Yulg § 1983 explained lisening comprehension ss o process ofunderstonding. - repeating what was heerd,
figuring oul the mening of an exact wordand then knowing whal an expression referm to, Or Bartos {2008}
whii expiaingd that lmentrgeompriehension 5@ pricess ol rying io understand what spoken longunge ritfers
i i3 exparience or inthe reul wisld,
According dn Wang Shodsan {2003) the mos importa component in the fve aspests of ovemll English
compelence are listening, speaking, repding, writing and tunslotion. esch deserves porticuler airention
Language leorning depends on limening sinee it provides the dural Input deat serves. o8 the basis fe languspe
acquisition and enahles besrmers to intesoct o spokem communicstion. Listening is the first language mode
it chifdren acquire, It provides the Toundation For all sspects of longuape and cognitive development. ond it
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ploxvs & life-bong rode in the processes of commumention, A stady by Wilt (195804, Found that: people lisien
43%s ol the Hme they spend in communicating,

Language learning depends on listening since [t provides the msrol inpul that serve as he basis for
lanigiage acquisition nmd cnables frarmers o interact in spoken communicat:on. Listening (3 the fundamentat
language ahility. People min o lorge portion of thelr eduention, their information, thelr understanding of the
world and -of humon affairs, theie ideals, sense of values, and their nppreéciation through the medium.
Commusication, much of it oral, is ane of o vital importance thst sudents have (o lisen o effectively und
entically, Therofore; teachers must actively explore the nature and process of Tistening comprebension and
study the theory and methodology of Hstening comprehension in order 10 Improve lstening teaching
oulcomies and mikes students recopnize that listening comprebension s the orucml wspect of English
lewrming, Listening comprelension 5 @ primary process: in understanding the winds of the speaker. A
complex commumication process requires instant thought and individual wbility 1o constuct the mesning

The developmient of listening comprehension viries depending on the persanal, social, wnd cuftural
experiences of the stodent. Effective Haieners ire able 1o recognize the speaker” main points or ldeas and
idemity supporting details and examples, Comprehensive listening is the abiliiy 1o identify and understand
whil others are saving, The aspect of listening comprehension involved undemtanding 1ext, understanding
cumrersation, sutement. smd vocabulary (Munan, 1991). According to Nation and Neweon {2099, listening
comprehension is an inleractive process that reguires the listener i use 0p down and bottom up process
simulianeously. While he or she b listening to 0 passapes, aspects in Hstening eomprebension are the lemes
noeds 1 apply knowledge of sounds. grammar, conversation mechanism, cohesion, discourse structure.
discourse ype, mnd socisl refationship, all al the same time. Previows writer has Identified u number of lacior
s determinunts af proliciency in o foreign longuage, With o greater understanding of langusge quality and
the development of tesching theory, there has been recognition of the process of listening comprehension s
needing greater emphasis. Listening s an invisible mental process, making it difficult o dederibe.

The deslgn of lisweomng exercises in the high ond low grades slwould have obvicusly differen
requirements.  Multiple-choice i one of the common patierns of [fisening esercises st present. The
comprehension point in multiple-choloe listening test mmerinls is waally partial or local becouse many
answers ure ceriain digil, word, phrase, oc senténce of Hzening materials 1o lead 1o parial limitof listening
camprebens .

Am overview of Podeast

The unrelenting development of the |aterned has brought new opponunities for educstors 1

communicate with leamers, Many educational institutions ook sdvaniage of the great potentinl of the virtunl

. leaming and incorported e-lenming info their traditional teaching methods as a pan of the blended-leaming
approaches. In comparison with traditional dectures, e-learning has the advantage of Nexibilities by olfowing
ieamers o choose when, where and bosw Ueey study,

Mi-bearming or mobile keaming is the best aspects of e-leaming and extend s usage by emplovineg
portable wireless technologies such os personal digital assistants (PDAs). MP3 Mivert, mobile phones ond
smart phone. These devices, the ever-lneréaning accessibility of technology, and the fos poce at which
lechnology i changing oday, bave bod oo immense impast on development and éxpanston of sudents
learming styles and stiegies (Flowerdew and Miller, 2003; [65). The masalve ndvancement of the [memei
and portoble wireless technologies enabled the gradual development of inherent purt of e-learning and m-
lenrning: Fodeasiing.

The wehnsdogy of podessting is relalively new and vet seems to be becoming a very popilar method
in. education, giving the lenmers the opporimity to sty onytime wnd anvwhene, “Like other digital
technofogy innovation podeasting s fMexible, dvnamic snd powerful means and hos something 10 offer wll
teachers no mntter what e subject of grade level™ (Gura & King, 2007: 148),

In tangsage |learning podeasting help popufarize the area that is often mod very popualar omong
stisdents, and that is often pot ghven moich attedtion— lstening. The Mew Cford American Dictomary { O Ford
Ulnicersity Press, 20051 defines podeast ws o multimedia digital file made available on the bntemel for
donenloading to o portahle media pheyer, computer, and designated it the word of the vear in 2005, owing o
the ritpic growth in the popularity of this broadoast mediim over the course of that vear (RBC, 2003)

“Podeasting”, created by MTY VI Adnm Coery, i5o0 berm this was devised g6 o aay o deseribe e
techaology wsed o push sudio content from wehsites down to consumens of that content, who typically lisen
i it e their pod or oiher gudio pluver thal suports mipd ab thalr eonvenience. According o P, Constantine, o
povdenst s the name of a digial recording of @ dio broadenst or similar program. Podeast published on the
inferpet as MPE files Inleresied lsteners are able to download these MP3 files onts shelr personal compuier
of persamal MP3 plaver ol any type, The files com be fistened oot the convenience of Une Hstener. Lesmers
con Wste over and over tooany moserial that s of interest 1o then, Podeast can be g shoel gs bwo [o theee
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munules and og long o an hour. Letaners can sulbenbe b g podeast theoogh on B55 subsenption {Keally
Simple Syndication)

English Language Teaching Podeasi

English lonpurage iebching (ELT) podeast con be wied for beth intensive and exiensive lisening
activines However, ELT podeasi sre particulnrly suisble for esiensive lecaming, for ihe purpose of
motivating studems’ interest in listening to English, and providing them with exposure o native speakors’
speech { Riodt, tn Petr Bamos, 1990119

According to CGhurd and King (2007 147, “ELS studenty have a paturn] peed 1o consame content
that is rich in listeming o spoken languige and instructional programs designed for them require constang
soquisition of new content o satisfy thal need.” Sanley [2006) states that “podenst offer lmgige 1eacher
mnd stsdents o wide rnge of possibilities for extrn listening both inside and outside of the classroom.
Supplementing the (often) scripted and stilted textbook lintening with the real life suthenlic conversations,
s ean find gm mony podeasts is and attrective option for language teachers (not to mention their siodents).”
I chosen corefully, extriets rom podeasts can provoke stimulding discutsion, asd bring differend varisiions
of vaices und varieties of Englisk into the classroom; and podeasts con bo selecied beepuse their theme tics
e the currléulun (Stnley, 2006) 5Enley (2005) furher claims that @t more advinced levels, stidenis con
b encouraged to downloead and lsten o entite eplsodes of podeasis that we choose for them for homework.
I we ndd listening activities, which can be a5 simple 22 0 nole-taking orfand summary writing task (bath af
| which require minimal teecher preparntion ), then this becomes more fooused and rewnrding for the sudents,

Ay podoasting matures, the populority of this techpolegy proves s well a5 the number of educaicors adopting

] il This lerge number, hosever, ends o son el o o an ample, bl finite number of approsches and
prectices. (King & Gura, 2007: 1R,

There are varlous types of podicast teachers and educptors might wse with their studenis. Stanfev
(20031 divides them into 3 sections: Awhenthe podenst, Teacher ereated podeast, Students ereaved podcast,
Authentic Podoast ks podbonsts that are foand on the inferet. There are- 4o many podeast. provided on this
imermet such a5 Six Minwie English from BBC World Service, Listen to English = Leomn English or Toefl
BT Podcase Those are ideal for dpper and lower Jevel clusses, Such podeast scoording o King & Gura
(2007200 ~can be ployed ensily 1w the class in o whobe group instroction sctivity, substiuting the digical
nudio ftems for testbooks or supplementary berd copy itess,
Teocherereited Podeasts is teachers-created podcasts, 5s the heoding sugpests, theie podeasts are ereated by
teachers, wid dre wsuslly simed ot helping studends learn by produeing listening content

Lastly, students Crenfed Podepst are podeasts prodiced by -studests, bl often with weacher help,
Students can fisten io these and experience the culiure ond hoar about the lives and intereats of other students
from around ihe world. For example Ewglish Comversations (hitp:Yenglishconversaiionsorg) is o podeast
lergely mnde by students for stedents. King and Grra (20077 200} belivve that “crearing podeast in a form
of & project can be highly miotivallng opporiuaiies o produce an authente peodectperfoemance o be
presented Lo real audience™, '

The range of ELT podeass s growing, and many ore sepported by rranscripis and vanous exercises,

A brich sorvey of forms of ELT podcasts, adapted feom Man-blon 52E (2007, reveals the following eontent

Lypes:

a)  Comprehensive (eg., hpsSwww thebobandrobshiw com) - Thisse are podeasts thol cover a wide rampe
of conlenl iypes, such as irsdinonal Estening comprebension sgenivities, inerdews, and vocobulory, A
well-kpoan “comprebensive”™ podeast 15 the one guoted above, created by Bob and Rob, teachers of
Englisly ot Japaneas universities.

by Whols lessons {eg., bpstfwww breakingnevsenghish.eom) - These are whole lessons based onoa
padeast. The podeost quoted dbove, for example, malos use ol s news sory bneach episode, The e of
thie pews story fa provided, wnd B oaccompanied by the audio Bl There B then o lesson plan
secompamicd with worksheel matenals. [n effect. these wre ready-made lessons based on podceasis which
ieahers con use jn the clnssroom direcily,

@1 Vocobulory, idioms, ete. (e.p. hips/premiumenglish.podbean.com) - This is a papular 1ype of podeast.
prabably because s easy' W produce. (o Lhls kind of podeast the hosd chooses some vocabulury items
ond explains their usoge.

b Convesations withh o seripd (e hopcfenglishconversufiorscorg’l - These  podeasis contain
conversations betwesn mutjve spedlior, To help less proficient fearmers, coch eplosds 5 sccompanied by
thie seripe, for learmers o refer w while lisieniog 0 the comversation.

gl Jokes (e, htpdwsos manyihings ocgfobies) - Thede ore podensts containing jokes. Bocaus: they
usualiy play on langunge, they encournge cureful latening by the learner
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fl  Stories fe.g.heepflenrnenglish britisheouncilong en'oriem) « These are usundly soey pend abosd They
moy. or may nol be fllowed by hstenipg comprehension questions.

g} Poetry (wg. b classicpeetryalond com) - These are padear comatming the great poems of the past
(e can fisten (o the doclamation and read the posm, Muny pon-pative students of English find th
fistening to poetry gives on adied dimension (o thelr underasnding and apprecintion of the lngunge.

Ee. Dvivin Acrinbysis Awd THscussion
Resenrch methnds

This reseorch wes quas) experimental which Invobved second sémmsier studonis of English study
program at the lslamiz Unbversity of Riau Pekanbaru, Oul of this population se drew an expertmental group
consisl of 31 students as samples by using purposive sampling methaed - & technigue 1o sefect somples hased
on specific eriteria. The eriterin is the ownership of Android sman phones; therefiore anly students who lave
androdd emart phone sre selecled as samples in this resegreh,

There are three stages in conducting this research. The first ane is doing pre-test in order w0 know
the stwdenis’ ability: before they hove resiments, o the second sippe studenis are piven weatment by using
podeast in lHstening TOEFL comversution and lectores 1o help them In listening for hasic comprehension,
pragrmitic understanding and connecting information question. The thind stage is post lest @ evaliate the
impact of podeast on the students” abdlizy in listening comprebension, The muteriabs for pre-test and post-1es
wre the same und i was gained from Learn English Today TOEFL IBT Podeast. There were six topics with
30 questions. far pre-test and posidest. The effectiveness of podeast con be feen in improving students®
listening comprehension by comparing nvernge scoees of pre-test and pos!-test,

The pre test wias wied 2% an fnstrument o evalmte the swdens’ limentng ability for basic
comprehension, pragratic undsrstonding and connecting infommlion question improvement in Hstening. The
secord listening test was going to be uoguired by the students afier the experimental group have experienced
n trentment in using podenst from stening TOEFL conversabion snd listening TOEFL leciures podenst. The
results of the two tess aré-companed and caleulating the resolt of the two e o sok the siudents’ progees-of
each eomponienis bn lstening eomprehension,

Results and Mseission

The resulis of this experinmenial research are showed in Table |, A5 the bl indicaies, the inerease
of students” ability for Listening for Basic Comprehension, Prigmatic Undersianding and Commecting
Information Chiestions are |14 %, 11,61 % ond 0092 % consecutively. The overall listening comprebension
eompenents of the students were incrense, especinlly for Listeniag for Pragmatic Understanding Questioas.
The percentoges of students” listening comprebensson eomponents con also be seen in Agure 1,

Tuble 1. The Menan of Listening Comp rebiension Components

Litening Comprebension Components

e ==

Listening far
Basic' Comprehension | Pragmatic Undersiunding ' Conpecting Information
Llugstions Chuestions Chuizalinng

Pre-test Mean .40 33.22 | 3133

Post-test Mean [ 32 44,43 | 3%.23

Total Incress: (%40 L4 % 1l % [LEED 'ug
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Figure |. The Students Increase in Listening Comprehension Components

Iy suirm, from the differences result of the preé-test and post-test, podeast the post-tést wis grenter
than pre-test, Therelore, Enplish ieachers can pse podeast in oeder to incresse swdends’ listening
comprehension componentss Listening For Bame Comprehension Questions, Listening for Connecling
Information Cueestions, and Listening for Pragmadic Understanding Questions,

It weay fownd that the overall increase of the percensge mean scove of posi-iest was highes: than tho of pre-
test (36,3827 80 with the incresss of 558 % The incréise of students’ shility for Listening for Basie
Comprehension, Listening for Pragmotic Understanding and Listening for Conrecting Information were 11.4
O, 1 16T %, and (.92 % consecitively.

Finnlly, the hypolhesis of the mpsetof podeast on lisiealng eomprehension was tested by using i-est. The t-
test slatistics is used o mensure whether null or ghermative bypothesis are sceepred o repected, It was found
theat i~ calewlnted {3 37) was greater than t-tahle (27500, on the leval of significance 1%,

C. Conclusion And Sappestion

Based on the resenrch explained above we can eonclude thal Podeast can imprave students” ahility
on &l components of Lisening Comprehension, The means store of post tesl incrense sipnificamly sfter
uship podeast me Hsteilng learning process. In other words. the meon ‘score of post tes! was higher than 1he
meen seore of prestest, Bosed on the anolyvais of datn, the reienrch rsalt can be concleded a5 follows:
Uising podeast in ieaching listening is much more helptul ratber than using Use traditional instrumimis such s
tape s fEpe recorder, T roum ond ofher conventional devices, When the students lenm fisteming by wsiing
podeast they eon give ther' full atiention ond more focus in listening. They also Bave more availabde mes 1o
prectice listening. They con listen mol oaly In the classroom bul also outside the cldsspoom, The studenis
confess if they leck of lisiening prastice and by having podenss they are able to practice more because there
npe s meany authentic dcademie Hsiening materiol in podons,
There pre some posltive effiects thad the researcher found bn oing podesst. Fiestly, podenst could siract more
of stadents” atention, Secondly, when they ore listening they sre able io give their concemation more on
what they Hatened 1o, Thirdly, the siudents confess (5 they have o linde bit prctice on listening especialls
listening for acadernic purpose and podeast can give the students many chanees to practice their scademic
listening skill.
Bupgeition For Students

Haded on the sesubl of the stwdonts® listening comprekension best it can be 3cen that listemimg s ol
an ensy subect Wy be learnd by the second semester English students ot Lilamie . Univeraty of Riau, The
students need to gel more proctics in livening, Ay knowing the application of podeast. the researcher hopes
that the studerns e willing o Hsten more on their podesst because it provides-a lob of ocodemic lsteming
maierials and i can help the sdents o impeove thel academie lisening. compiehension subject. Hoving
podeast gives the students mise availoble times o do lstening pradice srd i con be dong ool ey i ghe
elissradm but alse nutsidis the reom;
Huggestivn For Lecturer

B knowsing che studenis” weakness in lsteding comprehension, e lecturer should give mane
prestices 0 the students o order W impeove thelr lisening comprehension. Using podeast can help: the
leciurer o provide bundreds of listening mpterials W the sudents. The lecturer alsy has 1 chieck every
student s activity while they are listening because when they ane listening they will be active in using their
rll'.:ln: aned 1o gvaid Ue misuse of u'..lm_q {he |:I-||un|! the leeturer kas fo make sure iJ'I'J"lt_\ ars md!} |i51.-EI1iI'IE 5]
phehy jrordimn
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For The Neat Researcher

This researcher aope tha (7 the pest ressrchers wint o centioug thes resesrch, they o iy 1o do the
resenrch which diszuss aboul the sudents™ responds who are highly motivated i leaming fistening by using
podonse, It can be 8 descriptive research and elaboraie more about the ove of podeass in lisiening
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