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Albssteact

Studens whe ore shafying Eaglish in the envirmmment of EFL context. like those in Indonesia, usually feel
afruid o write argumentatively and persuasively in the form of essay when they writesshout wpics that are of
senfiltive bssues to them. M they are beave o do si, they basicilly frume their theughis from the angle of being
an [ndonesion whe is filled with preseriptive cubtiurnl backgrounds, To be able o argue within their nwn idens
is- what they are generally good the mosl, even though syntscthcally and prommutically thelr writing has
certain level of linguistic deficiency. At this polnt. waching these types of students w write withm their own
“voice” i3 what they need in order to resch the point of being able (o express their thoughts. Other nspects of
standard wesdemic essdy writing, especially in lerms of grammar and voesbulary, should follow general
concepts along the lines with their obility to express their thoughts, In this writing. holistie views toward the
process of learming writing in an EFL contest are briefly discussed, From the consulted Hierature on EFL
studdies, it can be concluded that considering prammar and veenbulery 100 much before the act of wriibng
handicaps studeats” process in compasing solid essay. The solution t this type of EFL pedapogical maiter fs
1 help them in letting go their “voice® in writing so thal the essemoe of their writing becomes alive and
commanicative io their torgeted readers; in other woeds, their writings speak bevond grammar,

heywards: “Voice™, Writing, Cultore, Minangkabau, and EFL

Luvguage i mne seen ey a greal reservole of categovies amd concepts, withont sopiristiooted thinking ol
B dmpazzide, Vlis ix fwrgely becaise o eommon older vien of lanprage @5 0 Brele edrammnt fie e
expryssion of Nrougli s o loiger aceepivd -

‘Wiiliam James Earle

Introghiection

Rescarch is on interesting activity done by scientists pnd scholirs worldwide It generally involves
deop unalysis aed the uie of specific doti pnalysis in o specinum of any givén Deld of studies {Hubbuch 32
Rirszner |93; Vet |-2; and Weidenbomer 143}, In this case. Composition studies within the view of Writing
research is who the researcher does in wreiting this resedrch orticle, Esseninlly, “writng resenrch dims 1o
helpus understand writing more cléarly or fo each writing more elfectively aod this 5 sn epcrmous feld
with muny unresolved ssues ond potential wress of inguiry” (Hyland 141), Thes the wopic aboul “voiea™ o
scudemic writing becomes an interesting topic 10 be resesrched, especialls Tt relates 1o the effoets of
expanding. English studies in Indonegio as a place of EFL leprmers. Therefore. the contest of this aricle is
frumed within EFL writing. Research methodology that is being upplied deals with resesrch on EFE writing
atel 16 & certuin degroe, this resenrch s conducted thoroaghly snd i1 wew four samples of students” writings
feoum homagenows finguistic environment in the coflege

EFL Weltiiegs

The comdent of English in Indoness s Known es EFL thad s widely recognbad by scholirs in the
world as English os o Foreign | anguage {(MNocland i), In this context. Indonesia applies the leaming and
teuching process of English as thm in the expending circie. Aya Mutsuda defines expanding circle s ooneept
that recagnizes English In # foreign linguage foem. suell 55 i —ads ertisemems, store. and brand names and
ppailar culture™ €20, Mot peaple in the expanding circle community o pol ose English in daily basis ind
thizh for the most pars wie English only G the purpise of trading o condieting [memofional business, In
estency, the genernl form of English thay s sceessible peross the archipelagn m in the written Torm. T Toe
with this linguistie phenomienon and lis rebotion the use ol writen langudee in socinl eopstruciion sWTiTings
toin have [orms, I particular, writings are considered 1w huye geneos @ the represenintion af writen forms
Grenres of written |angumge in Eniglish: 1) seadermic writing: (2) job-related writing: and (31 permonal writing
(Brown 209). Acudemic writing takes position as o demanding sk for most students entering collepes of
universities in Indonesin. From Aceh to Papas. oll studets are reguired 1o Team bow 1o write well within the
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| speciran of seadorie writing. However, given the ucmal condition thar n the commumites of where 1he

stuidents live do not speak English; therefone, the students Reee dlos tmproverment in using English lonpusge,
ulthough in some ploces like Botam or Bali, most voung children are prone to Exglish because of the Western
wisitors and toursts inthesesreas. Essentiafly, “the ability fo-use longunge o the most distinetive homan
charncteristics. and el most people take this abality for gramed, never considering i richoess and
comphexity™ (Botion 210 In particular, this situation happens due 10 the lack of seitable tesching und lenming
peocess al EFL o most sclsonls and undversities i Indonein,

In the eontext of EFL writing, what the siudents write i the core podng w be considered i1 we wan
10 ¢laim ourseives thot we alreody ench well. Idveas ore reloted i the content of the studenpls” writings,
=..confent s eritfeal, [..] But mose than In other fields, 4005 the wrllng style in the paper fisel£ Afier all,
Liverature 5, writmis, much like science is the sciendific method. Those atiracted 1o literature: should be
exiremnely litemie and litemry themselves” (Milson 226). Wit ikt Uiy mind, o enible sudents 1o write their
own ideas on texts and, ot the same lime enable them 1o produce their own IRerature are keys to being the
stwdenis o be Hierate in Epglish. Unfortunoiely, the esential peri of icacking and learning Enalish |
Indonesio a5 o country in Asia 5 still far o be reached. Beryl Exley sttes thal "communicative parsdipgm of
the modizn English tesching methodology [In mesd Asion countries] stll fils and the curicolum is oo
iverwhelmed with memorisation Focus than analyiieal thinking™ {3} Exley irles o tell us thai [ndopesion
education prts emphasis 100 much on memory thin on being eritical to the use of English as o langunge of
coimmiimiculion by the yword.

Anitn Lie diseussing her ideas on Teaching and Lenmning Propram Guidelines ar the 358™ Southessy
Asian Ministers of Education Organization Fegional Langunge Centre in Singapore mentions that two of the
guidelimes ure: firstly. mening & detenmined by linguage a5 well as siuational scope and context; and
secondly, leamis’s motivation i3 o determining foctor in the success of leaming the tarpet bnpgusge (837,
Thus, the understanding ol haw meaning is constrocied in the peocess of English teaching and léaming, and
io what fevel do the studemis have In leaming English ore in this case influentinl points in the process of
: teaching EPL writings In Indonesda.

Although Indinesian governmint applics U concept of chamcter bullding, or moral charecter, s
thie imoges of mationn] edisation; leting po the imporend aspect of leorning language = basically a missing
picture of strong foundation R the erzatng & charaober-basi] socisy. In the contest of compoastbon, “moml
character referved o the truatworthiness: of the speaker, or the speoker™s obility D convince those hearing the
_' speech thal he was telling the truth os he enderstood 07 (Cuibirth 83). To tesch, students o have certain

characters would be Impossible unless they leam how to ise language efficlently and effectively ns they will
s fnnguope in the fotm of tocls Besides. young gencration or students today e imoneed of proper usage of
langusge in order to estishlish better condition of thelr cowtry and nationality,

When we Jook ot schools, colleges, wnd universities in Indonesia, we alreody koow well that ol
tewchers con teach English well becouse they hove been tesied wunder Lhe nstional teacher certification
program. However, the guestion I in what extent we con communicate what we need o the students after
Pearning thesr writings? James A, Birfin theorizes thal “evirong feaches the process of writing, bul everyone
does nol teach the sume process” (249). The variety of feaching process—as the instructional legrning
process in sl English clissfooms in Indopesis—prodioes many ~voices” in the fudents” writings, In the end,
thie diversity af “vodees™ mfluences hoaw EFL writings shoull be dssessed.

R A

EFL Welthngs Assesimns: Grammor aind Error Correciion

A traditionn] method of teaching writing o EFL siwdents is Bnivwn 85 grumpir and eroe comreciion.
W vsed 10 Tench stidimts o write by focusing oo much on grammaticnl eorectness. Sometimes, we skip the
easential port of the students” writings that basically deserves g prioeity (o be assessed. ideas, Ideas can be
found on the clarity of the sentences: However, this method wostes students”™ time, They will be pood in
grammar. bt ey will be locking much on the aspect of producing their very own written producs,
“Langugge pequisition theory implics thal eaching prammar direetly will not be effective except perhaps in
speciil eases However, it s comimon peocticoe in both ESL classes avd nyuinsiréam composition classes 1o
LTt grroers in wrillen fexis. 15 this un elfective peactioe™ { Edlunad 3811, To this time in 2005, the answer i
ths question is genernliy relative: depending on o we Took at ilis msiter ond inowhat woy we assess the
; mniter exponerniially.

EFL stidents’ vorces oro @lso iniTuenced by the types of the fesis that ihe students read, The weos
will begome their backproond knowledge uiconsciousiv, Jennifer Linn Craip empadized tat “when we ask
sbivdhmila. by write and b0 present in sabstantine wiiss ey noed nuitedal aboul which to write or present. [Lis
preferubde i this materinl is mesningful or el Teust nteresting 16 the soodent ond also selficiemly ‘comples io
et eritical thinkog” 975 Thit truth af sehal lsppens Bothat we tend $o choose books which we dopslder
Vi1 e godd an the leaming materials, bul we rarels assess the Bopks wrosghly, All whai we bring i the class
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i whid will become the studenis” Ksowledge, Eventually, it will infuence the students’ sritings and their
qualities. Elnine Brooks mentions that students need move tme allocated 1o write thr ideas (3200 Most of
the time, students who have difficulties ure thase who have bow reading habits. At the ssme time, we ofien
time focus on finding ermoes in their writing 1o make their writing bettes: however, this process I8 by any
mieans far from what it means e leach.

Review OF Retnted Theories

Tl “Falee™ v Weldiig

An mierestig view wt the present dime abaut English leaemdng (s thal notive and mos-native speakers
of English are on the sarme boal on the basis of Learnlng English, but it is only In the nos-native speakers of
English learn English as fulfilling the demands w master an international Banguage. =,..the assumptions that
nus-rative English speakers leam English in order w communicate with mative English speakers snd leamn
abost therr culivre does not alwiys hold rue anymore™ (Matssda 4). AL this point, Indonesian students
individually have thelr own regsons and istentions to tearn English. For some of them, leaming English 15 a
required subject in schools; mesmwhile, the rest of them leam English because they need iL The enly problem
of lexming English, especially when it comes 1o fearning how 10 produce one’s own words and thoughts
clearly in Enplish, is that the English instruciors often time push their thought to the students. What |s Best
acgording to the instructor is whal is best for the students. As o maner of ficl, this picture needs 10 be avoided
at all cost

Students are the anes who learn English in the classrooms: therefore, after knowing that thiey bave
leomed English for more than six years since elementory schools. it s gme for us 1o help them produce their
e English language within the two uctive shills: spesking wnd writing. Far the other two skifls—renading
and listeming, the students have to expond theae skills by having riporous practices inside wnd outside Lhe
tlwssrooms. Like what Paulo Freire clearly highlights, “the command of reading and writing is achieved
beginning with words and themes meaningful o the common experience of thase becoming literuze, and not
with words and themes finked only to the experience of tw edutator™ [Giroux 423 Only In writing, ihe
Sludents cin feel the power of leaming 4 language. Barry Bremmet states tha: power in writing means “the
ability to control events and meanings” (4}, This type of power is the thdng thae becomes the idea of having o
“vobce™ In writing in the contex) of EFL. clnssronms.

Cuftnral Writing

An inleresting view of writing in EFL settings ks related 10 the existence of culiural images in the
students’ voices and idens reflected fn their writings. In this contexe, . the definltfon of culinee s
communication, as culture comprises the knowledge, bellels, values, pnd practices thet s constantly
trmvenitied i comversation, writien communicalion, and non<verhal behaviom™ (Crallois 721, Besides, .. .the
term cullure has diverse and disparate definitions that deal with forms of speech séts, rhetorical structure of
texl socil organizations, and knowledee consirmets” (Hikel £ In ather words, culiure bs embedded and
linguistically imseried In EFL stidents' sweitings. The intluence of the cullures of where the slisdents five
makes their writings beoome cultural writings,

The ereation processes of colral writings 1end 10 ahow the imuges of the.studens’ behaviour in
writing their works. "Behoviourists believed that langunge is leamed (ke smvihing else. Learning depends on
the response of the individusl to the emvironment™ {Freeman 23 For example. the  swdents Tive in
Mimungkabou sociedy will very likely produce writings thai hove cbedded Minangkobau outtures in theis
writings. 1 these things cannot be found explicitlv. they usunlly are embedded implicitly, In the teaching
process of EFL writings. conlusion might hoppen sceidentally, Andy Kirkpairick mentions thut “the vse of
schomas thol wre appropeiate 0 one cultige but innppropriate or unesesl when fronsferred into another o
lead 1o misunderstanding™ (25). Studonts” conlusion happens due W their eflors to swift from the usage-of o
language in one culture 10 o usage of tnother lsnguage within another culiure. This slumion = alss triggeresd
by the sefeciion of rending materlals in such classrooms. Therefore, <in the ESL/EFL classrooms, insirectons
must be pasticulady sensitive o reading prodlems thi resubt from the implicit cobrurn] keowledge
prosupposied g best™ (Lin 1901 Mot bnly hus such otisundéstonding happened. the new construction of
wleas phout o particubsr cultiee from English-speaking conlest s olso hoppensd of the same time in il
minids of the studenits. Thes sitaation will lead o the burdens of complexity 1o write within one's own “viiée™
i L.

Brvelivichan-teesead Cafivral Weitimgs i Englich
Leaming Englich sritings in EFL classroums Involves the existence of the active cultures in the
miinds of the sudents. The student writers and expert weiters are indeed different, although they come from
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the same EFL bockground, “The dilferent between student and expen wrilers is that the experts know about,
an e capahbie of shifting 1o, [non-prefemed] strtegies when their most comforiuble and preferred stnilegies
do not woek™ (Homing 2025, It means thaz the expen wrilters have Nesibiiily in the process of producing their
works, while the student wrilers might probably be enchained th leaming mode and tsin fo producing their
wrilings when they wre nead. In Indovesia, feaching writing by focusing oo mush oo grommar and fill-in-the-
hinnk exercises is making the 1eaching efforts far from is goals. [n fact, “reflecting on how the gremmor-gnd-
alrifli-fncused traditdon of writing. instruction foiled 1o elicit real communieation between real wrilers and
seaders:.,” (Jdesed 16) showy that grammar 4 the handicap in leaming writing, Putting grammar in the end
conild lead the students o e go their voices cleariy,

The imporant view of writing and fexts. as the imporiaol thing that te students need 1o know, can
be pead as i the fildlowing slatensent:
cosbdents should undersiond thal texis are ot objective and fransparend, writien only 1 reveal cerain
vicwpaints or information. Texis are aiso refresentational. They display our identithes, valses, and Inereas.
It |5 ncvisable, therefore, for shebents o engage with the text 1o sceomplish their preferred interests mither
thain let the domimont conventions represent their valoes pocording to their choosing (Canagarajuh 1761
Canugarajoh hud brieflly mentioned that the “inlerests™ of the stodents o lexis ore te eruclal sspect jo
conaider; meamvhile, “dminan copvenitong” a8 In the existing coliwres should be directed 1w o more Nexible
masde. I [eaming how o write, essentially; o comider duch “intereds™ is o must, so thai the students cun
release their own voices. “The ultimate goal of leeming to write is, for most students, 10 be able o participone
fully in many sspecis of sociely bevond school, and for some, 0 pursee coreers that involve extensive
swiitbing™ [ Welple 41, In the end, when the students have leirmed how 1o write well in English by using their

!F' very own thoughts and idess, the voices reflected i their writings will help thein schieve o betier state of o
lemrmed wnd éducated man in the aechipeluss and In the world wherever they live and make ihe best
endevonrs,

i It Analvsis And [riscusgien

' The researicher antroorizes this research as qualitstive, but the technique, theoey, and method appdied

wig related i Composition rescarch, Ken Hyland clearly mentions that “s major source of deia for writing

research (s writing iisell; the wse of tesis as objects of sthy™ (144, He also mentions that whed defines s

domposition research is the researcher uses texis 05 8 form of “study of authentic examples of weitkng used in

a rt] context”™ (1450 This resesrch uses combination of idews existing In lnguistic, literature, and

pedngozy o feaching. The spectrum of analvaid done in this reseurch nppifes the EFL paint of view. The

ohaervation meihod involves the reseurcher in woiching, reeordinge, and ardysing events. of interest | Blasier

. 7R}, Biandenis’ wyilings. produced in Writing | closs are briefly exomined ond theee samples had been taken
Fon the purpose of representing the oveeall datu. Mot writings resemble simiior poiterns ond o5 8 cesull, the
rescarcher selects three writings as samples @0 b discussed n this resenarch article,

l In relation to the Composition research, Gesa Kirsch and Patricia Sollivan point owl that “writing is
vehial differentiales compositon studies from other felds of inguiry snd uniis s pracitioniss a5 @ research
commuais™ (11 They also mention thar “,_in compedition spudies, miscarchers encounter writing
immediatels ws well s ingciiably™ (1} Source of dois in this ressorch are pammgraph writings done by
students enrolling. m Writing | cowrse. All students are reglstered o5 the 2014 students; therefore, the suitable
et of the sovroe of daw in s research bs peragroph writings. Samples thal ane being used In writing this
research repor sere writlen Do mideberm st I means thot the source of daia is wolid, ssthentic; and refiable

. Tresee the sudenis” “voice™, the resenrcher decides to wse the stodents” mid-term tesi beeause siich warks are
“lnesh.”

Levter Aneefewin we Winomgharhen indoresinn EFL Sndentn " Writing

In ihis part of discussion session, the ressarcher presents three samples of siudents” weitings. From
Wl flowrs of dods, these Uirise paebgiapl weitings. are gmong the highest-scon wrilings, although o gome
degree. granvmear and fynictical acurmens peed ferber sd]uiments

Stedent” Mame: LailaSeptia Hidayvark Beg Moo [4000077
Wrobe on Aopril 3 20015 in Wrinng | Course. Class Session: 2014 C
Friglesh Education Department of S TRE® PO Somatern Blarat

|kl Takm Ihr

Tt B Dhewy 65 0y speededd. dkay Sor ure Jor gobioring with faonly, We do @ lor of thangs, avel as
eating. prpidng. cid vixiing o mefphbon el gy felends v that day very minck, Firss
Sefepeentt ohay, e godog B meosepie o praeed il el Affer Shar 1 lear Elotbal, Resonded in
muagud P | and fumily de forgive with my pivens broshers friends, sliters, coming gl
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athier, Next, J am back 1o home for caf with bip fantly i siatton ol we die happuiully fepether
After gar, i sitwertion eor we eay breeads fedaran Secamd febaran den, § visit s bome grandmatier
Wil famiily arvived I heve, e and allveady walted grondmiorfier with cooskie febaran amd syrig
Javarite me 0 awd fly very bopprin bome geandther ol afteraoon. Fided leburan dog
towiy A Sanombik with faniy ard my sister v fushond for enjoy beanty fea garder mimd nev we
e TEip exted, G belp we s gpecliotor ing very hiertified bk on Flanaly, my fumily amd |

et e fabwd Fierd dav B il walt the mext il Fited diy

In Sareple | above, we cun see that the siudenis hove many grommmaticsl and other Tingistic
profiems. However. the student Teas-suong woices becaude:she. clearly depivts her experiences during the
Hamadhen month, Some vocpbulories thit exist in ber Arst linguape—Bohasy Indonesio—esdst as well in
English. such as fdif Firrd, febarar, and fhordad. The vivid imoges are clesr from her writing, but 1o moke
hith writing eocellent, of courm, it negds editing dnd even more, mvision, The inleresting side of this wriflng
Is the genuinity. She con use [een! ploce and chronodogicnlly tells her expericnoes feoin first, second, and
ihird day of the fdw Flied day.

| Stadent’s Writing Sample 2

Sudent” Mame: Yebi Yuliska; Rep Mo 14040025

Wrode on April 4, 2005 in Writlsg | Course. Class Seaslen: 3074 [
| English Education Department of STEIP PLHR] Sumalera Baorat
The Renf Hoppiness for Mo
Whes vevmeboche fealles el happivesa, yoie meny fovaglod soamedtiing thas seoudd rinkes v sanile
wothanl ey peoblemy, Voo can gy swhee vou meer your ofd friends or whees you get momn
Bk, 3Y cloes kel wiegn you ded bappy, happiness oreans v will feel good whether S conoitlon i
is ot good o aff but you con stay with people that yau fove thut is the happiness You fhave |
seoreony Hrad world never betvayad von, aheays believe In pow like pavens 1o flele childen
Serpive ol your misiakes, support v, and favalnl. My pavenss do thar g to e, { v nad
perfeed davghirer, ©elld a lor of mdsnakes froar vhe beglnnlag, | iy thew; ber ey are forghee me
st pede ear af e, W do thele beat for my edfvcation, g sippord me gy aell That @5 the real
Frerprpiviess, maens five me AN fn ool kapeiness ool ahout b Toig von can selle, e miomp
ey dn von ave, B prey you aee o ahen yen ear vour fvorine dish, it iy all abomd tel
Amlie oin the foce of people B on fove amd dovd e faa

Sample 2 shows how a student delivies ee thaughts, feliogs, and even sdvices through the gse of
“yvou” b directly communicate 10 the readers, Tn academic writing, this dype of sty le might be gvobded, bt (7
we ser it through writing as @ means of achieving that transferred voice, she has writien the piece very good,
IF we dook ol her writings, she iries o oppesl the readers by using o well-organizid miripraph, She opened
her parmgraph with & fopie - sentence and continuously supported it by adding more persugsive forms of
semences until the end. Her words reflect how carefol she chose her words, although, &5 usaal, grammatienlly
wise, swch writing needs editing to make [ beder, The way she puts, bersell in her writing gnd shares the
fevling throwgh writing hos indeed made her writing having such “voiee™

| Susdent's Writing Sampte 3
Student’ Mome: Hurig Dammont Reg, Mo [4H017]
Wrote on Agpel T 2005 00 Weitisg 1 Course. Cluss Sesalon: 34 D
English Education Department of STRIP PGRI Sumalera Barat
AN Wl
e e ol g e dgfvg opesy e fowdog sanr ips and doweny, Sacefi people Teme 5o miimp |
aifferest o do dxpressiog thale feedings and especially whan I cemes jo soanesy T il
el b o govngg it wetle dover achiowt e et way thad 3 onriidly do i expressins mine |
| it foed e Everytiome £ foed sod, thay anly thing e D wonld do dx 8 stedel be avosnd
pregate or af, feaed d sthondd S sporgond iy falk e I caw ivale me feel 50 rmech itter hecoure I
| A wlndi, avery el e s e 55 waelsd be solved sasily wo matee how haed Bl Mo
preeslit ey s if olveeme o by aleoge i fiteendng fo sod e and §aved doc b Wk flvnd et
Sflirvat pine aiendiange evdd ot beingy edeire o vonr woras d anvedd o Bk thva Befn el seay the
arfL v Bl 0 e B weend ey thar | e ever elosen. 5o, frooe e pau beiter elniige the
skl vt ek T £ ol
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Sample 3 shows o slightly different form. Unlike Sample | and 2, Sample 3 presents the was how sach
siudent colmmunicaies orally to the readers: In her writing, she uses the expressaon ike, = om padag e to
swrite ey et 7 The words she chose mostly are i the Torm of general words, such as peopde, 5o o,
cvery grobifin, mosy pesple, nnd sveepime, Semanbically, she con even muke her writing betwer il she avoids
e usape of saeh words, bul copsidertng dhat she is enmolling In the seommd semester: therelorg, the ressprcher
eonsiders thot this writing is worth good score, She has something io say in ber writing o the readers, From
all theee samples ol students” paragraph writings above; wie can see that actuelly the EFL student have
something. i sy in iherr writings, This “smmething™ 5 whal compositionisis eall as “volee™ in writing
Sample |, 2, ond 3} ¢learly give us clue thol achioving cormeciness in writing. especinlly dealing with
graminr, B good; kowever, writing within one’s own voices s exiremely excallent. Such writing s whai
makes the wriler produses brilliang works,

Conchsion And Supgestion E

Traditionally, students write only Far feeding in the eechey” aptitude of fuifilling the sequired
currleulum, while the very essence of the students” voices is left behind in the English teaching and leaming
proces. Aya Matsuda and Patricsa Friedrich mention thut the essence of teaching 10 write well in English
means ... 00 provids opportunities for students o inderact with Englsh wsers from verioss cultoral pnd
linguistic bpckgrounds™ (25}, This hope would be difficudt if we do not lexch writing by lifting oul the
atudents” backprownd cultires. “In EFL clasarooms; as we eocl the languoge, we woold aulsmatically wach
culture™ (Cakir 1560, The pinl o be consldered Is thal i recognios e pludents” volces mesn o retognie
the essence of writing with bears, or woiting, bevond grammiar,
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