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Abstract

Thiz paper reports a biographic enquiry of two tertiary English leamers from Kusitan Singingi Rioy and
seeks o capture the developmenial processes of the leamers’ longuage lesmimg approsches. By shoring their
pasl bngusge learning experiences, the bwo leamers verbolized iheir strugples: in lingeape learning wad
revealed the deep impact that their learning setlings had on thelr perceptions of seil and fanguage lesming
Thiir sdoplted leaming spprozches. ss revealed in thelr blographical accaunts, seem 0 be extremely exam-
; ocigrted and are dependent on the leamers™ sell-will and efford o5 well 05 eochers’ suppon aod pitention.

Boih lenrners™ uceounts sugigest thad their lngunge leaming ippeidches are influenced by the confestual

discourses abou learning English, stressful soclal processes and & sense of theenténisd sell=identity o5 English
| major graduales in o highly competiive educatinnal eontesd.

-

[ Ky words: lungaage leaming sppeoaches. biopraphic study and terfiary Cnglish leamers

Aclntradisetion

In this paper, two English legrpers” {Rinds and Dinda, prewdonyma) lesming experienses illesirated
how particular Jeaming contexts and socinl processes pushed them o odopt highly sohool-bosed Jearming
appranches and be dependeont on beecheérs in an extremely competitive learming process. The leamers were
stedected ol ol o lurgér ond usderpoing leamers’ biographicel enguiry for reporiing becuise thiy were an
unsial pair of lesmers. Both feamers wend to SME (secondory vecnfionn] schools) ond were grantsd
opporiunitics b stedy @t on English Study Progmm by the boml povernment in Pekanbaru, They were,
upparently close friends. niways oppeared together in and oulside of classrooms, b both complained aboul
faodution in learning vet neitlver of teem was willing to form an alliance with ench gther. Moresver, Rinda
wiis i higl-profile leamer with glinerng academle record, bt Dinds was on mid:r—ﬂmil:ﬂng ane with
little pzademic schicvement, In the follewing sections, the study ond the poricipants were ficstly illustrated
tefore moving on o present two leaming biogrophics based on the feamers’ v pacratives. Then, the
imiportani themes snd issees were highliphted from the. biographies for analvsis, Finglly, the report was
elosed with some rellections on how the two leemess™ stories are able io inform teachers und rescarchers
interested in the same field,

B, The Stuify

The cpguimy comeeming  two leamens expomentio]l leaming pocounts inform s aboul the
developmential process of their lanpunpe learming ppprosches poross varioos adecptional serings,
1. Resgarel Pariicipanis and Sefiing
Rinda and Dinda were: two third-vear stedents Trom U English Language Deporiment o1 o Teocher Trining
wnid Eduention Feculiy in Pekanhari,. The locuby admits groduates from secondary vocatfonal schools or
regilar igh schoole. who would never become tertinny stedents without dug o one and onathér reason,
Charscteristic of such iype of fecolty was thal more siudends come from rurl and low-inceme Families,
where they receive less educationn] grd finmnciol resources 1o suppon their leaming, have Tewer further
eiucational opportunitics and bleaker employment prospects thun Uselr eounterpants in orban centers o high=
piredile universitees. However, they probably represent the matority of English learners in schoods of Kuontun
Bingingl Regensy,,
2 Ihaa-Clalleetion
Interviews were usesd 1 collget the miormanty” English language looming history since many rescarchiry
have found intervicws particularly helplul i coptyre Tearmers” voices and enhance our underssasding of their
learning reatity {Benson, fortheoming: Block, 1998 Gao et al, 2002). There were fwo rounds of imlerview:
ihe first interview. lasting aboul 43 minutes. was loosely semi-sirsctordd end engoged ihe lsamess in shoring
thetr English leaming post. The second interybews Tisted aboul 20-23 minutes and were atail specilie ssoes
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revvealing interesting sasos ofier midind readings o the monseripd of she Ot micrvigws. Both rounds . of
inberyiesy were in Behosa Didonesis and recirded on tapis o later vedbailm ivangeription and analvsis

A heniere s vl

The dati were analyred following the basic operations in 4 grounded theory approdch {Stroess & Corbing
1998 avking guestions ] making comparizens. Essential o the provess of apalyking datn are  the
questions  gwiding my  Investigntion, Inoorder i underske ihe analysis priceduns, | was paniculady
informed by Loyder’s { 1993) reseirch resoures mip The leamens” stalémienls conceming learners themseives
aned the setuated sflvite {English learming) al insiitutional sestnps in the mporo secial contest were gnolveod
The stolements reloted 1o *social sellings” were further divided oo those aboul peer-1o-peer, student-to-
teacher, s student-io-school relatonships, & recommendied by Benson and Voller (1997} and Oxiord
(2001 ). | repestedly compured snswers o these puiding questions aod lustered them scconding to differem
edupationn] settings they hod feen Creowgh:  jumior  middie sehools  (incliding  any  earls  English
language leaming activities), senior middie schools and the college. These steps helped me o establish
pretwers b the central pesearch questions

Wl are pasrticalary sipnificant feotores of two learners” langunge lesming approaches?
Whal has Enfluenced the fearmers® Enclish leaming spproaches in particular settings?

. Learning Blographies E

Before | deseribe what the sjudeiss’ leaming stories oo imform s of i reletion o the esoech
questions, 1 shall present their leaming biographies o pove the ground for snalyzing sheir leaming
CHperienees. "
{ Rinda's Learaing Sty
{1 Tor the Reginning

Rinds grew up in & small town snd wos fenl i 0 private English tuter in ber lasc vear ab primary
school by her mother, She did nol particulardy like English in the beginning. However, afier she started
aitending English elasses ai jumior middie school, she found that she bod odvanippes aver other studénts in
lewrning English, §wis dble w ansver gquisthoms asked by English feacher ut middie school beeause 1 had
lewrmt thern all before, My quick-answers lefl o deep impeession on my Engdish tedcher, From then on, sbe
praitl ol of niteation oo me and always pradsed oy performence. Therefore, [ Relt that | emild do well jn
Fnghsh, Teachers” anention and proises were crucial o her becewse they kept motivating her in lenrmning
Enghizh The more peaise | gl from my eachers. the mone interested | becamie dn leaming English. Without

= their atiention and peaise, | would oot do well §n kaming Englich

In her final year &l middle school, she had o new English teacher. He nequired his students to-read
leddly the words [na vocabulary Tist flim A o 2 every moming but he forgot on which seetion of the [ist his
students hud finished reading i the previows reading sessions. Rinds ond ber classmates were  alanmed
by the fact thot they kepl repenling themselves everyday while the school-leaving exom was bround the
comer. 5o they decided to rebel ngainst the tencher™s Instructions and rend the vocabulars lst in their own
way, This parlicular fneidens nuicked the beginning of ber effor to manage ber own English learning. us she
recnlled:

I staried leamning English in my gaen sy gradunily slthodgh £ was mot ttaiby swaeeof o (L. 1 jus
knew that it was boring 1o Hsten o dhe teacher and 1 liked io read what | was interested in. [nothe and. |
borrowed grammiar exercise books mysell and worked on mock tests.

{2 Af Secevndory Techiion! Sefosl

AL secondury Technical school. shis met a weacher who had gradusted from @ peestigious university in
Pekanbaru and spoke English with o “perfect” sccent, In the [irsd sensester, she and ber classmates did ot
learn anviling except hoow 1o proaounce pwenty- six Enelish alphabotical letiers. The teacher told her that she
eoaild feamn wiher things easily 10 she could pronounce the leiters pecimately. The teacher oiso spent & Tol of
{imie correcting students” pronunchition, Rmds ppparieads spprociiled hghly whal the wecher hud ught ber,

The way she tguehi ws English promuncistion sill Benelit me For the sohole lifie, Upon my entrnce
i the sehiid, she mught us posy i swdly o ool os, Dstill feel bishiy Sndibsted v ber and geateful e having
o teicher like her,

She did deem o hive lewrmt o Jol from the feacher, particularty about how 1o begrm English. We mas
it that she ook & similur approssh to impeoyie ber gramana:

Adter o semeser's leafming (which wos ol about profonciationd, 1 fel that | forgod all the groimir
and knew nothing about grammar, 1 then discovered @ Book called *The Ultimate CGmmaor (for she

Stapir et N Traireds of Englinly Teailiiveg oerd Toaetiing o Stiefiey
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Bieginnars) and reod it fom the first poge W dhe Jast page, § el thot Limproved my grammatical know ledge
by doing 5o, Loter, |even went 1 buy the same grammar book for infermedioie keprners:

Bui why did she hove such persistence for learming English i soch én appareptly siressil wes? 11
was partly related o the feel thu shi bad elose docess w the wscher 25 g studem lender, which gave her a
semse af responsitatity for learming more English than others,

| wizs then the linison student between the eacher dnd the whole class, T the teacher usked
dueston and mobedy wis able o angwer 1t including me, T would be surely repriminnded by ber. | had 10
lem miore! begouse my ieacher and clossmates expecied me W do ao [, I was seeesslul, | da pol wont o
say that | fiked this kind of life. But there wis no bedter choloe, | goess.

3 A Collepsr

She chose 1o take leriary education in Business English bedige her misther argued thid Tndonesia™s
bnevitabli eniry to the Wirld Trade Orgondzation would bring more Englich-related jobs, Afier entering ihe
college, she found thot she hnd mere Gme for sell- sudy ond teachers were less involved in stsdents”
langunge learning. She felt quite Ioat in the beginning butshe guickly began o valye the independence,

The sociely after my groduation 15 a big classroom, where 1 will have many things o learn IF1 follow s
izuchers’ instructions to walk every stege, or oty do what my leschers tedl me o do, 1 will be bhan awboasrd
situntion in the fre A e all, | bhave o rely an mysedf in i futune.

Bbe weleomed opporumities i diseuss with her clnssmnies ohout problems in learming bat she eould
have soch conversations with very few poophe, The class in the college, unfike classes In secondary schools,
was no bonger o closely bowmnd collective group any moie.

Although wi belong o the same cluss, withoul close retationship, [ is onlikely for 'me 0 discuss
study mntlers with miy clossmmies, [...] Besides, we all ved in different dermioeles [ .J] Even b the same
dormitory, we lend bo-split up in smaller groups of twos or theees. [o..] There was litle eommunication
winimg e elassmiates. Therefore, | do net fully undersiand whal are on ather people’s minds.

The relotionship between ber and her fellow studenis became worse on occasions, such os winning 8
scholorship competition or stsdent leaders” election. She dalked about the comseguendes of competitbon
mmong the classmates for scholnrship:

Competition cowsed Msures in cur relativaship, [...] I somoooe gob the first scholarship ond others
gL none, the way thit they Jook stoyou will be differem | dd not know and did ned try 1o Enow what they
thoughi ohout me;

As a remlt, she felta bit lonesome and swanted o Be undesstoond, [n ordes to-solve these problams,
she wan aetivee In deeking the teochers’ advice snd sugiesticng prd would even goio consult psyichinirists n
e eolbege, which wis quite rare ameng students. Afier passing the College English Test (CET) Band 6, one
of the kev notional English tests, she lost o prime motividing leaming tarpel snd wondesed what i do pext,
Mennwhile, she hod been asking hersel§ many fimes how she could prove tha she hud beter English s on
English major gradusie.

I have pussed the CET=6 and moo | felt fike o ship without sailing directbons, | feel lost in keaming,
|--<] 1 hove been alwavs asking myveelf: “how muesch Englizh kave [ leamt? B ivengugh for me o have CET-4
and -6 scores™ For graduates in docountiig majors, they specialiee in accourdipg o least. They also hod
CET-4 results. Bot what ond how well lmve we, English major groduates, specinlived in? | cannat answer this
fquestion,

Then she decided 1o take another test o improse her ofod competency, Aot she could not find
softigane who shared similer learming objectives 1o waerk with ber on enhapcmg commumcstive competence
in English

[t is-a problem in the leaming environment. Some students gre molivated in deaming  English bt
not ol of us are. Moybe some students feel Fomely in lerming too, Becnuse we dio nit have much
commumsicaiing, it is dilTicult for us o form lesrning collnboraiion,

Therefore, she believed thut the college should ke mzasuns W provobe: English leorning on U
carpis, Hcluding essblishing & compus Eoglish radio, requicing all the stidents and staft from the English
Ireparimend to spook English, organizing English dubates or speech comests. and setiing up English tearming
ploces like self-iooess ceniers,

AL the same L she bod developed o highly guantitarive feammg opprossh (Beisan & Lor, 19991 Whin
paked on whit pocasions she felt thal she bod improved in leoming Enghish. her injtinl responses were
direetly related 1o vocabulary and pheeses,

Ao obvious exomple, | iaed o memorize o word before and (e sord appezred in oo book or mis
teuchers” bectures, | had some Enowledge aboul thit word but s re-appeaniice despenid s udderstanding
of thig word, 1 feel that | kave leami sotmething, [0 the saime with o phrases [ ] 1 gould ol think of other
scemmrics At the mromeant,

I
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L Ihavda’s Learning Siary
2 e rhe Bepinmimg

Cirawimg up i eowiirvside, Dindy desenbed her stort in leoming English gl o coundrvside middle
sehiwil:

Very few sudewms nomy elags were imeregted in deaming English because my school was in the
goantrvaide. Put ot that Hme, | comnot sy thai | liked English, 1 just felt so much intereited in leaming
Fnglish. | did not work very hard ot all. Only for exami, 1 worked o linde bit. Then 1 always got decem
ETATT
Then one of her middle school  English tepchers ok e interest in ber wsd believied duar she hud
potentinl for [urther improvemenl. He gave her speciel tuition 1o improve ber learning methods, gave her
extra enercises wowark on, and recormmended good  test-preparatbon books 1w her. Somehow  Dinda
disappesinted s teacher by choosing nof o respond tohis *favar” with exira leaming effors.

$ [l [ aid mot fully wndestand why | had b do thise. Maybe [ was pol flly maotivated 10 leam English o]
was bisp young to (make decistons), | thought my English was OK, If not excellent [...] § did not Keep
pursring it [...] Had | persisted in doing more exercises, my English would not have been thar terrible.

As oo resuli alie soon found teat shie slowly fell behind athiers in later vears o1 the middle schoal, The
s teacher she maot ot the same school hicf & borng: classroom teaching siyle: Facing the school-keaving
e, ke kopl giving endiess exun exercises to his stodents.

It wos all about exams. He didn't teach what we were interested in. -] He tried to cram into your
head. Exercises; exercises. And exercizes were all about graminar, [..] We lelt so bored with his teoching,
[ooc] 10 wvns et sl fior somie boys o gel single-digit-grodes in exoms.

22 Ai Secondary Fechmeal Schod

Eniering secondary technical schopl; she felt p sirong wge o ke o rest ofter poing theough & vear
ol intense cxmm preparmion actividies. The school had n relaxing ptmosphere and teachers these did not
interfere with students” learning, Enpglish ieachers ai the school efien lkad teaching duties [n other schools and
had 1o leave-right after they finkaled weaching.

Thes {tenchers) might moutinely ask whether we hod any queitions, Sometimes. they did nol gven
bether tooosk. We had few opportunities to alk o them, [ D wos then only seventeen or elghieen ppd did
it hawe srong seif-comrol. [...] 1 felt that | did not have to work hard. [...] My teachérs did not moke us
iirrh hned s well. She ook the opporunily o have some Fun wilil she realized that she woulkd gradunse with
lirmited English skills from the techmizal school

Alter twe senrs, [L..] 1 odid noe Jeam amyihing. [0 1 did not think that | had sequired any
prodessionn skills Ar that dme, | wis also an English major studear sl the wechoical sechool, My Englisk wain
iy hind that | esild not possably lind any work. 5o 1 had o do further education,

5o she decided 10 ke Siate University Entrance Tesl like many others in the-same school. The
szhoal orpamized a-specinl class und ossipned o respomsible teacher for them. The teache tried her best o
boost their marle for fest-preparation, [n the end, she did monsge W pads the exam and went o the collége,

The wacher worked, very hord s owe might g 1o university, [...] She was dfroid thl we werg not
mitivated enough 50 she orpanized class meegings everyday. [, ..} Becawse she had a tight comral of our
lemrmeng. | staned realizing t [ bad o work lord oo [ ] She alao tohd os that we eould have cholces on
marters soch as whers we could go lor further education, only afier we had good scores in the coming exom,

LI Callege

AL college. she had more time o swdy by herself pnd remained o low-profile leamer. She
spprecinied thul some pedogogic sctivities, such as olossmoom drome performonge.  helfped 10 increpse
pludents” courage 6 spedking English. Inopublic. However, on many occasions. she axperienced more
{oilures than suecesses and becams even less willing o speak English.

Adter oll, we ol hove some sense of pride in ourselves. [,.] § el so nervous thot §had o stutier,
Lter ot | bost my conlidence in speaking in English, [...] | can remain sifent in closs 18 s o elght oo do so,

The peer relutionship-hpd been afien guite swessiul with litle commumention between her apd lser
classratess bilore and ofier she dame 1o the follege. The wamwordk projects promoted by some teochees
might encourage. them o exchanpe ideas among teom members b 0 wis often dificult fee her ond
by clasbmaies W pocemplish wnyihing becavse different team owmbirs might have different idest m
ieaFindn with tmsks or have different inlerests of stake. Consequently, Dinda normally preferned tasks with
cleanly apeeified instrgotions fom 1egohers,

We are all concemed with aur own interest, 1T 1 does mn matier to our s interest, we would nat
b ot vatesd fo doassthing [ ] 1 is beiter for teechers 1o assian mles o uws cleaely in the prodect or give us
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individiml work. Menrpwhibe, she kad developed a stong desice Loy suceess. She visuklized how alse wosbl
feel o sense ol schicvement in learming:

Someiimes, when answering teachers” questions, [ ] | do sol bave o ironstae From Balasa
Indonesin intg English. [2.] ) can just stand up aod answer their questions. [, ] | eomslder this s progress in
ey learning, However, her visualized suceess seldom hoppened, Masnwhile, she doveloped a quile extrome
comeeptualization of lenming achicvement,

When we (and my classmatest ore mlking about something and T find thot | koo somethimg thet
thes-do nol know, 1 feel dhot | have fewrmd somigthing, i ohio thought thot it wes *a greot loss’ 8o e 75 she
could not prove she hod beiter English than other degree or diploma groduntes. That is whi she regorded & ‘o
political necessity” for ber o poss the CET-6 testafter passing the CET- 4 test ane of the gradustion
resmirerments ol the college,

She firmiy believed that she was responsible for fuilures in her Tangeage learming but she trusted thas
sha hod the ability o lesm Englizh and optimice leiming resources ovilloble of learming sites, | do not think
ihat 1 nm particulurty bad in leaming o have lesser copaciy tor leaming English than others. [t is impossible?
[ just didn't work hard esough. [...] 1 connot Bame atmosphere. facilites of envivonment, | did nol
myvsell

Although she nssumed responsibilities for her own learning failures, she complained loudly ihat she
hod received fivle uitention and support fromm e teachers in the past She thought that she had beon invisible
o teers most of the deme. 10 was alvays like this, ] Yo keow, schools and tenchers abways poy much
sliention to good shudents, They always neglect some studenis, poriiculordy those in the middle, ke me. 1P
vou are Still ghle to catch with others and S0 pot pose serlois problems, vou will be meglected. [n her
prrception, d teocher still had importast roles o stadents’ langisage lesrming. [n adddinion i promioding
independent learming sislls among learners A teacher should encourape ws o get used, for example, o oan
openad teaching style. They should hebp 1o pet wsed o B prodaslly, A& eacher shoold try o create stong
dizsires for learning among lesrmers,

Meamwhile, she hoped thar the college could belp 1w make @ o more legitimote thing o speak
English on the campus since ber fellow students would normally ook o her diffierently it she spoke English.
Because it was not easy for her to find & coflaborative leaming pariner, she chose w prepure for the English
ieat alone,

13, Awmalysis and Discussion

To some extenl the language lezming experiences of Rinda and Dinda epitomibze mamy English learners’
sirugiles with leaming English in similar educationsl seings. Based on thelr aceoonls, ibebr adomed
lenrning approaches seem o be highly exam-orrented apd contiegent onandivicual learpers” will and effon
AL the nams time, they voiced their expectations of teachers” pomicipation in their lepming process, Fiarther
unolysis indicates thst their seemingly contradiciory inclinations o be seli—relione and - weacher-dependen
appear W be complicoted by the contevinal disconrees about lcaming English, o tense peor relatiinship and
threstened identities as English mijor graduntes from a low-ranking institution,

1. Charncteristics of Twoe Learners” Language Learning Approaches

Exsrorigntedness . is  the most  solient  feawre: of s |enmers”  leaming oppronches,
Exams werg: initindly imposed: by fhe eduentional system onto them ezrfy in their edocntionol expesisnoes,
The leamers attnched incrensing imporionee o exams a5 they became fulls owore thot exams provided o
mzans af competition for them o meve upoard in the educational hierarchy 0 gain beller socess o higher
pesitians in the social hleniechy, Two leamers seemed o have different aitiudes londards esamination in the
beginning of their English leorning coreers. While Rindn appearcd o pursie betber results more. actively 1o
secure honoes and eachess” supgort 0 lesenine. DHndo was nog particularly motboled s achieve beiler
grades in Enghish exams gven though on English ieacher ai middie school offered her special assistance,
Acfier theey came i the gollege, bath of them seemed v be more than willinda to use exams as “aulhoriinive’
fonls 1o define ihelr achieved languspe proficieney wed Cobjective’ poals o upgrmade iheir Rindeaiste
knowledge (Shobemy, HA0L As o result, Rindss” langooge kaming Feused on sccemulation of discrete
Rindnuistic knowledpe, such s vocohulory and phrses, while [ndn wished i ke delight s leaming thai
she had outsmarted her elassmaies althouogh she rarely swcceeded,

e of the comsmuences of such o exameocionted fewming approach (s that lesmery  conogive
lcaming a4 copnitive sctivitics Involving  memorizoton  and reprosduction of disereie knowdedoe. For
then, leaming has o be sustaimed and enhonced &l all vost dnd condingent on individoal leomers” selfwill
gnd efforts, For Rinda, ber personnd experfonces hsd proven i os o truih that one could achieve pood learming
(ewcarm ) resulis 1 gne wes committed v this end. For Dinda, in comgas o suecessfll learmen within reach
like Rinda, she feli that she was o proven e of Bihiee due W the foet et she gt oo litle offort inio
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comsciEnions - leurming. Both learmess seemed W e convineed thid o drong will and intensive effol were
eruginl W benrmimg {exam) reswlts, However, T we fully subscribe io helr convicton, we would have 8
blurred understanding of the reality, In facy ihey hove revealed. by welRinda their laming sories, tha many
other factors such &y unegial sécess o learming resources and different learming seftings, might have wlso
affectisd thelr leaming and learming {exam ) schicvements,

Furthermoie, they hoth volee! explicily degendence on teachers, althouph this: did not seem o
negate the importanee ol lenrmers” self-will und efforts a5 well is their growing sense of respansibility for
their own lenming. We oflen hove mn imgeession that good and macofomous learners eequire |iole
imvolvement from leachers I thelr longuege lesming, However, in fael, Rinds, the apporently more
putcmomous Jewmer, solicied more help ond received more atiention’ from weachers thon Dinda ever did
hbeanwhile, neither learver expriessed o desive o be spoon-fad by teachers. What they wanted ieacher to do
witk wornething relited o dhe emobionsl end affective aspects of langusge leaming or learping in genernl,
which included sbaring their learning problems. offermg guidarss in leaming, oeering the capacity foe
sutonomous bearming, and enhancing maobivation foe leaming. I necessary, thiey aldo wanted teachers o be
disgipliniry forees coercing them into making intense learming efforts for high-stoke exams,

L. Longuage Learnlog Approaches Under Constralnts

The learners’ biographical accounts provide o unique spportunity [or ws to understind ressons: why
twor Jeamers adopted such . fenming approsches; the socisl contest in which their English - learning
il plece, the socinfizstion processes  thut affected their lanpunge learning: paths o weell gs how they
perceived themselves os English learners uf particular leaming sites, Eoch of these ospects-the social eontexi,
soclalization processes. and the learners” idetity development will be explored in turn in the following
wections,

21 Bocial Condext

The leamiers! disenirses aboul learming English hingusee were oflen linked to futre émployment,
reflecting popiler conceptunlizativns of education a2 wway to social and economiz mobility, snd English
proficiensy as @ peickeeper conirolling access. 1o moferial and sociol capital (Cheng, |99, cited in Cheah,
1958; Pennyeook, 1FM; Yang, 2002; Zhoo & Camphbell, 19935 |In the leamers” leaming oontest, Engllsh
profeciency was often equel 10 high-stke Englsh exom scores. Bodh learmers knew tha they needed batter
it griides or more certificales in English 10 secure lurther educational or job opportunities. Therefore, they
could only choose ways ol leaming English from thosa helping 1o achieve sucoessful exam resulis. The social
vontexl did nit provide ather aliematives, at ledsi in the leamen perception,

2 2 Socializnitan (Peer) Prosess

The second issue emerging from theie leorming experiences s the stressful peer relationships,
fragmentary social fabrle, und feéling of alienntion omongz langeoge leamers, which often indermined shele
effor 4o orponize effective langunge keaming eollabomtion. Unforunaiely, in many cases (e Ross, 1993
Turner & Acker, HNI2), “hormony” may not be te best ward fa deseribe social progesses among Kuansing
beamers, In the led bwo decodes, Indonesia™s educationad svstemn han institstionnlized ooy studenss”
pompetition for betlor exam grodes and performance-based seodomic awards under the name of © promoting
betier keaming® while Kuonsing students” pre-tertiary lenming has traditionally been fiercely competitive
(Turner & Acker, J002; Yang, 2002}, As an
iltemmuoih of such a competitive und exam-orienied lesming process, the relationship pmong Kuansing
siudenits can ke stressfil and mbibitive against learmess’ beaming collabembion and coopesation. [n both
learners” secounts, i becomes quite difficult for them o have effective leaming. coopierilion’collaboration
withou! (eachers' intervention, As o result, both Rinda and [inda expecied institutions and teachers o
pocomplish what they had failed (o schieve as individunl leamers, foc instonce. ereating & better [egming
environmend, or promoting Enalish leaming on the campus nond <o o,

2 3 faewwity Crixiy

The thired issue arising from their stories is that the v feamers seemed o hove on identity erisis,
Feing English moajor graduotes from & ertiary vocaticnal instiuchpn, both beansers feared that teerr identisy us
English major lesmers was compromised by major and non-mafjor graduates from other institutions of higher
ranking. In ihe frsi ploce, they were in disadviniageous positions in comporison with other universiny
raduales upoa their grodustion becuuse ol their echieved academic fevel wnd nsingional repuiation {Shen &
Ll 200, p 75 h Secondly, there has bizen o natsonal crage for leaming English, For instance, Gu (2003) found
hin reseacch participants spent much more fime on leamiog English thon any other subjecis even though thes
were vl English major studends. Th learmers siene aword thal many university o college produaies froam
other academic felds bod on odvantage over English mujor groduates due to their prodessional expertise in
thelr specialived felds i addition 1w well-documented English lonpuage competesicy in terms of saisdied st
woores. Consequently, the learners (el that they were pushed to take more and more exams w0 prove that they
were betier Enplish achievers

Shaping thie Mew' Trends of Enptivh Teoching and Teaching ond Srudies
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E. Conclusion

The paper describes two Kuansing leamers’ lostjniage leaming expericnees. nevesling the deep impact tha
their learmning contest and sites had on their woneeplunlization of langunge leaming and sell, Their dipied
learning appresches. ua reveated In their biopraphical sccounss, seem (o be exktremely exmm-ariented and
dependent on leamers’ sel-will and effort @ well as teschers” support and attemgion. Thelr sloeies
domonsrate o particular voriety of lungurge ledarning experientes for Kunnsing lesrmers. Together with
those und about Kuansing English learners by other researchers fe.g. G, 20032 He, 3003; Lam, 20635, ther
staries suggest thit there is & range of socinl processes and muterial conditicns shaping Kunssing English
bamers’ English leaming w0 different bemming sites. Moare than often, we, as lunguage teachers or
researchess, cannot solve (significant/major) social issues for our lewmers. However. perhogs gk
listemring 1o learners' stories, we may help w alieviote these leamers’ wixlety and frusirations, redece the
intensity of campetition, md aetfully rearent them towards sugsessiil collaborativelcooperative  learning
aativites. Furthermore, thelr stories also give us opportunities to refloct on how much #ffar we have 1
invest into developing leamers to beoome more nutonomous and whethier i fict we can afford 1o moke such
Fnvestmenl in particulur learning contexts such as the Instinkion reparted in this study.
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