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USING CHILDREN LITERATURE FOR TEACHING ACADEMIC WRITING
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Albstract

Adment all langusge teachers share typleal opinians thot leeatre fs ofenly. seen as comples and difficult
Thisk, it is almas noglected ind has nod been given much empdinsis in EFL classroom until recently, Moy
EFL teachers often wonder how 1o utilize Tiemey works In thelr teaching of Innguage. 1lsed appeopriately
and chosen carefully, some literary works, especially  children |ltemure. can work very well [ ELT
classroom, especially in writing class. The paper s aimed ot sharing some knowledpe on the charncberistics
of clilldren literature, the characteristios of scademic writing, what types of children IHerature that cin be
e in ELT writing class, and how 1o use those Hiterury works for beching that fit nio the seademlc writing
clags. There mre three stages that should be taken to usc lierary work to teach wriling; o warmer stage,
prewriting stage, and the writing stage. In the warmer stage, the learmers  are muode ready for the topic
throwigh discussions abwut the warks, such as about the writer wd their prior knowledge of the werk. In the
prewriting stage, they are exposed 10 the work gither by audio visual medio or paper-based material, folfowed
with o shorl discussion sbout the work. Finully, in the writing stige, they are Biven fi write aboud thelr
apinion in relation to the poem or shon story presented eadier. Dsing literary works for teaching writing for
adul fewmers enhances not only the their writing ability but also thels critical thinking.

Rey words: Children lterture. scademic writing, teaching writing

Introduction

Some wiiling teachers huve problems with finding and  bringing atttractive topies for the staiderits
{0 write fn class, They ofien smck with weiting course book and wie it unti] the end of the sermestér. Itis
widely acknowledgged that writing is complex, The complesity les in e Hvolwoment of languapge nnd
IHermey skills, docoment-oreation ind, documeni-minagerment skills, and eritical-thinking skills { Deane o al,
2U08). When the complexity of writing is mixed with unutrective  write octivity, the resull will be
umimadivied leaming.

Research have shown thal opic sitractiveness has been viewed as o fundsmental oLy ationl souree
of writing. an independent varigble which affect the gquality of the compasition (Boscolo et ol, 2007 741
However, Bescolo et al point ot that being inferested in o topie does nol mean one is imeresied in wiiling
ahout that topic. Thercfore, they redeline the term ‘interest’ in writing, Based on the study conducted by
Hidi. Berndocff, and Ainley (2002 in Boscolo ef af, 3007), witting inderedd, dies nol pecesanly pefers o the
tapic, but it refers (o writing @ an activity. For them, the source of Tnterest does maot lay in the stirndtive
Wogic o theme, but the varivus forms or functions of writing as reatisved in purticular modes such as arguing
narcating, reporting. ete.,  which we relaed 10 menningfidl classroom activities. Because of this. WL
teachers have some kind of obligation o provide interesting wribing sefivity. in the classrooi.

Coe way to provide interesting writing activity s by using children Hiersture material 1o leam
academic writlng in eollege. Literary works in - general ore suthentic matesial, The works bre cresied b Lhe
nuthors not for the purpose of leaming  or enalysis. They wern crented for the sole Pupere of gnjoyment,
There are some (susons why teachers should use lterury works in the ¢lassroom, Fiest ol all. it is gisid i1
expose leamers 10 this authentic matevials an the clussroom bicause  outside the clussoom they will be
regjuired 1o have skills in dealing with difficull or unknown langge. Liteary works can also encourape
prrtistpation in which it Is rich in multiple meanings of interpretations. Stodents can interact ode another Lo
share their opinions, feefings und values about the story, Literary works are alsi rich in vulues that can
educate the readers in terms of manner, attitide and beley o withou g pold wiheat 1o do ancd should pol
do. The knst but ot least, the use of liwerart works in the lasaroom an trigger cultuen] muareness, e
dudents can leam that difTerent countrs has thelr o culiusl vadue, In the end They gan respect diversity,

Children literstuse offers the bepefits of those rewsons. |n acsdemic writing g will be ahle wowriie i
they have something o write with an ineresting writiog activin Coflege students are hasically. adulis
besrners. |owever, they are still foscinpted with childsen stories ax il offers fively imaginatioms, dreams and
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foiry wiled. Some bed time stories are @till momaorable 10 them, such as Cinderelle, Hunse! and Greted, Swne
Fhise. The Trilegy of Narnia, ec. Some of them are even wmed into movies. Students can leam 0 compare
s conirasl iwo shon Bories wnder similar theme by wsing comparison ond contrast paregrsph orginization.
Itey can also state their apinion whether the story @5 wppropriate for particulsr age only, Thus, it s really
reisoneble to use children lierary works 10 leack peademic writing,

Clildren Literatore andd bis Charncteristics

Fhere i nd cledr comcgnses on  the defmition of  children Tilemdure:. Lyoch-Brown, ©. &
Tomlinsion, C (2005 in Chen, 2004) defing children iterpiure a5 * good qualicy tmde books for children
fooum birth to pdolescence, covering Wapics of relevance and interesisia elidldren of those-sges. through pross
and poetey, ficton and noafiction.” {p, 33, Mean while, Michell (003; p.4) defines children ieroture a5 any
boek children nead “which bove appealing contend ond elear writing; the chorscters are often children, people
fumiliar o children, or dnimals in which the serting. geserally sie familior 10 children or places children
wiald Jove 1 go to, und in which the themes speak 1o children ond iheir concems. Another definition is
provided by Oherstein ( F999: p 16 ). She has more concise definlion of what it means by childeen literatore m
which she defines childres literutune us books which are pood for children o terms of emotional and moral
vabues. All those definitions basacally hay the central idea thot children’s literature ssems to be defiped bosed
i its mepeled oodience, namely children and voong acults in owhich the contents of the  lierture (Eelf
{hooks) are related to children's §ife. efther It is fiction or non Geton, which kas deh emotional and moral
vislues.

Having defined the ferm, i is important t6 discosed the charncteristios of children lieratore.
MWodelman (2008) provides the characteristics of children literature. Some characterssgics which gre
distinetive, mmiely ane 1§ ithe s imply an pudience of child resders | 2] the sivle used ip the repding s
simypde, especially i comporison 1o lests tergeted for adults, 3) The focus on schions use draight forward
reparts of whal people do and sav with not mech detniled descriptions of people. places. or emotions; ) the
protagenists are either children or childiike animnls or adults; and $) the teses deal contrally with guestions
of desire and  gueestions of knowledee, such 2= whal ehildren or other cinldlibe beinps wani and whether or
k[t s v lae g0 wane 1 sl what adulis wane children o be (or o semb,

In addition, Chen (20014) provides more charmeteristics: of childoen livsratire in berms of i cooient
und guolicy, laterms of content, children liersure usially tells wpie of 1) expedences during childhood st
i the past, present, or future, such s enjoying kolidoys, getting @ mew bike, anficipating Bohday pary, or
denling with other Tomily stuntions, and 23 things thal are of -interest o childeen such &5 new ovs. pets;
games. The siories are in the munner of siraighiforsasd, bumotous, oF suspeasful which emphagize the hope
for & beftor flture rather than the hopelessness and despoir of tse moment,: [0 terme of quality, children
ligrature uses originaliy and fimportande of ideas with imaginative and beutifol vse of language.

The nwrative elements of children literature are basically  similor o whot 5 50 calied -adull’
ltermiure.  The elements include charociers, point of view, seiting. plot, theme, style, and wne Mitchel)
(2613 pp, 33-34), She further gates that thene dre "several common themes in tradiional Fermure” they
lolloww algng the lines of "Triwmph of good over evil, tnckery, hero's quest, reversal of fnune, and small
oubwitting the big”. In addition 1 the  elements of litersiore, Midchedl (2003: p. 34-33) belioves thar the
characieristics of children’s erawe van afso be evaluated on omotional fmpect, imagimative mmpaect, dnd
vision. The purpose of lieriture iy 10 make an invpact, so i the reader fell nothing, the book does pot meet
the criteria. I the reader wos moved by the beity of langunge, by the charscier’s personalitis, by he ideas
and [ssues deabl with, of by the aciions of the characiers. then the book has something. Literary woeks can
spark imaginaiion, show possibilites, secth thinking, irigoer curlopsity, and make the reader think in difrent
way, Bometimes, this sparking magmation con be attribuoted 10 plo, charmstier; of themie. But it s much monz
thun these poris. The imaginotive impoct domies from the overnll quolity ol the suoey,

(here are. several dypes of cluldren literature. Muchell {2003} cotegorizes children lileraiure into
seven brosd cHegines, nomely 1) Piciure books! books which have wriistic quality at both the test and the
urt, Hooks siich Tall imo this cotegory wre ABRC books, comming. ard concep boaks: wordless baoks, books
for earlest neader: md transitional o chapier beolks 1) poetry book for childnen, [nothis kind of book, the ext
and the pictures closely wed, D themes moge from (Hendship, fomily, elings o hisioried events and the
muiure world; 37 roditional iersuce which inchede folk tafes. fuics wbes. mwyths, and fables: 47 sealistc
ficteon and histencal Hetion: 57 modern fantasy sod selence feton (e example LE Rowling™s Horrpe Pager
saries; &) non fction and informationnl books foe children; and 7} biogrophy which is ofien seen as pense to
b pedd only (' repors, aiso offers much varsy in the way saries are woillen gnd the kinds of peophe
written about, This paper, however, will focus only theee types of children literature subpenre. namely the
poetry Tor ahildren, tradiional lierature and the realistic Nictions.
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Acndemie Wrlting

College snidimis are indespensable Trom seademic writing iasks. Mamy subjects in collepe reguires
stugdents Wy wrlte something for their msignments, whether it i5-on essay. an article; o paper, of & neseadch
progict. Good wting skill ensble the students 19 accomplish thelr writing 1osk sntisfoctorly, Among the
many BpEs of writing genre, opinion gssay, o usenlky called srpumeniacive essay. is the most wisdely wsed
for noadesmibc writing becoiise by collepe, “evervihing is an argument™ Iecin, 200407,

Acpdemic writtng s bsoally o form of evoluntion in which requires the shedents o perform

krowledge and proficlency of particular subject mamer with cennin disciplinary skills of thinkisic
puerpreting, pnalyzing and presenting, Writing any papers or assignments m college §s never “just’ woling,
Frevin {20010] further gates that there ore-theee common [vpes of college writing assignment, romely 1) clossd
writimd assignmment inowhich i resembles the yés-no guestions | lor example, *do you think “The Ugly
Dusckling” s moreapproprinte for children or for odult™ O In your opinion, do you think the princess will
[z her bover o open the doeor with the giel or the tiger?). I} semi afsen wriling sssignment in which the
asslpnments ask the siudents o explain, annlwee, discuss about the opic, This type of wHling sssignmenls
reguiies the students 1o dig amd explore the fopic. And 31 open writing assignment in which pequires the
studens to decide the writlng Wopic and the clilm (thesis). The writing prompt miight ssk the students fo, Tor
exmmple, compare ind contrast two Huns Cristen Anderson short stories, o analyee ope of the Two min
chinructers of “The Giving Trea™.
Laoking al the types of writing assignments in which mostly are in the form of ergument and mnalysis, there
arg cerain charnslerstios of academic writing, The charscieristics can be seer from 1] the linguistes feature,
like the use of passive yoick ind the use of the third person rather than the first person (Monash Unmersity,
275, 23 the: content of the esmay inowhich i development of the body reguives facts, evidences, tables,
praphs, wnd figures (Trvin, 2000; Monash Unbversity, 2007) 10 meake tie writes's reasoding convineing, ond 3§
information from other souwrces by using citations [Monosh Liniversity, 2007} As o resubl of those
chiracierstice, all academic writing ace in the formeed’ an orgument ond gn pmal veis.

Uzing Children Literature for Teaching Academic Wriding

Flsere are three learming phases than g 1eacher should ke o ue ierory works for ieaching writing, momels
preparation phse, prewriting phase, and writing phasi.

I. Preparation Phose

Ihe preparation phase gims 1o provide bosic knewladge about the topie discussed . The knowledge
base [ the-author of e work, There are several wiys to prepare the background kpowledge of the studenzs,
for exnmple conducting o short digowssion mopair, in small proup. in cioss discussion. or In e form of o
pucssing pome obout the vocabulary that will be used by the suthor in his wick, Materals for discusion
could range figm the authers's 1ife and the characteristic of works writien, snd swhether they ane Farmilinr with
the work wnd the srter, B students ane aot Gemiliae with the work and the puthor. the discussion can be olsmil
predicting the condent of the work based om jts title, Teachers are often trapped in the preparation phase tha
it goes long wid Boring, Thevefore, thee preparation phase should not ke longer than 10 minutes.

2. The Prewriting Phose

Al this stoge, studenis are given exposure 0 the text o be résd, gither paper-based or by ising
sudio-visusl gredia is imporant for eachers o allow students to rend silently and enjoy the works for o
fean miminey without giving any tasks sther than peading. After they rowd, discussions about the work con be
curried out either in pairs, small groups {2-3 peophe) o in the form of o elass discussion. This discussion alms
al degermining v Far Use students’ uindersiand the text being read, Discussion of this stage inchedes the main
idea, charnsters, setling, sequence of everts, the elimas. amti- elimns (i uny), and messuges thetcan be laken
from ithe work, To make the discussion on truck ond efMficiend, gl the materials dnd @eks should be pregaced
i dcdvamee, When siudenis have shoown sufficient comprehension, the wacher can mine B 5 the nest stagpe
The prewriting stge should whe oo benger tham T3 minuies.

£ Winng Phise

AL the st of witimg, students werd asked 1w expresa the opinien in their cssay. To enable theim
wiite an ppEnion essay, the wiiting prompg should clearly stpte the demdnd, As stated by Ievin (2000, thene
are Three types of weiting assignments. mmely 1) closed wiiting assignment n which it resembides the yes-no
quisdienis, 2) semi open writing dssignment in which the assignments ok the students 1o explain, analyre,
discass abosn the wopie, and 1) open weiling assignment in which requites the students to decide the writing

Shiprdnge ek Newe Trevredi i English Tegehing o Teaehing ard Stilivs
08


http://www.pdfcompressor.org/buy.html

PDF Compressor Pro

ISEN OTEE02-1T0T. 75

wpic dnd the claim (thesisl,  The follewing writing peompis which hive been procticed  are the Closed
writing ussignments mnd the semi open writing sssipaments

Writng promps £1 (Clesed writing assignment |

. What-de You think abou shart story thot you have resst? Do vou think the shore siory B appropriane
For eliildren B visi think 1 is appropriale for aduli?
2. Wnite m 250 words essay stiding your opimion on the Esue
3. Stale youl position if you agree o disageee by giving suflicient examples ond details from tee shoe
Hory
Thee writing prompd can aiso ask the siudents 10 compare and conirast two different version of Hiermry work.
The movie version and the originnl version of the work ore presented 1o ibe siudens, ond fhey are asked o
i comripere mnd contrast the work Based on s intfindie elements; namely plob setting, charmaters, tone, wnd
theme.
Writing prompt 2 (semi open writing assignmend)

There wre somie differenees und simifarities between Uhe two short stories,
. Compare and contrast the first shert story and the second short story based on its intrinsic
clemenis (plot. setiing, chameirs, and Lseme),
2. Choe B o of four-inirinsic elemenis o be developed in vour 280 words essay
3. Givesullicient detnil and examples from 1he story w4 strengihen vour argument.

efi [Tecull test when reading o clossic short siory, The prompd sample:such as follow.

Writing promipt #3 {semi open writing assignmeni

When vou resd o diffiowlt shert stors, sometimes sou fnd diffiedlty w anderstand i, Read the following
sletart atory, identify your peoblems in comprebending il and offer suggestion o overcome your
problems,

I, Write a 250 words problen: solution essay

3, Gibeg sufficient detils and exnmples k-develop yolr exsay

In the wriving phose. adequate tme should be given 1w the stedents 10 explore their ideas and w
finish their writing. The approximale time probebly around 40 minules for College EFL leamers. When the
students are done with their writing, the teacher can ask them to reread their essay and edir i, and presymahble
1 rewize if for about 15 mintes bedoee ivis finally submitced.

The students” Writing Prodact

The children eraiure that bus been praciced are poetes book for childeen, waditional Herntune and
the realistic fictions. The poem chosen was <~The Giving Tree™ by Shedl Silverstnin, ihe sgoond was the short
orles in the sub genre of Bhle by AESOF *The Ant and The Dve™ and *The Bear and tse Two Travelless™,
and the third was H.C Anderson’ “The Wicked Pringe™

The: fllowing are some saniples of the students” product during their scademie weiting olass. Ench
saimple are chronolsgienlly presemed inwems of the i wiiting prompts fproduct #1955 2 respond of - writing
prompt /1, ond s on), The students” wrting product can be seen in the oppendis,

The students” prodect shows us thal childeen literniure, eventhough this vpe of fitisrature are pot
mgant fir (hem in terms ol mpe and cognitive development. can trigger their awareness aboy life in- general
and (heir eritical thinking. The children literpbure has tooght them obeud the morn] valees that dhey con ke
from the stery alibowgh most of the values are nod said sloud in ihe class discussion. In their process of
writing. they have discovered shat it means 10 ke gratelul pnd thenkiol, how 1o appreciate (Hendship, and
hows find sasluthon 0 their probilems

Cupinclasion

Lifizing children literatune  for tesching pendemic writing can enhanee fot oy e sudess”
wriling ability in berms of thee reasomings oad enieal thinking. bur wisn enhance: ther sellsSmprovemenl as
hurmnn being. Liersiure should pot-be seen an something difficult ond comples, When i is chosen and used
carefully, it con help the teacher to ochieve the leoming ohjective of the day, Just ke the proverh “throwing
pwvor birdi with goe stone”, wsmg children eraiure for eoching academic writing helps the siudents sharpen
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therw eritkeal thinking, mise awargness of life and impresve their English skills in terms ol resding
corpprehension and writing abilite, The sore of children lileiaise with (s foplusbes, Toiry tles, and
iaginsiion sl fEscinote us, After all, we are basically ehildren who grow older
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“The Living Tree™

Im ' opimin. e poem = The Giviag Tree” by Shell SHesstnm & oppropriste for sduly beeiuze it cin edugie us gloul
musf ki e epeedy, amd B ocen change sur mindsel abou L

Firsthy, the poem = The Cliving Tree™ by Slwell Sdversimn teach w not io be greedy. The content of the poem shows s
lile cxamples when ibe boy asks for momey b ihe inse. But the rroe docs o) dinscrly pive the boy momey becmise, o5 voa know,
ihe tree comnat progluce maney. The tree gives apples o the boy G osefl The ree feeds happy wien (L canhelp the oy, bl the
hay s niw thankfial, snd he abaays &k oand ask o the tree Alihoagly the cbensenis of the tree will be nim oul. the ree is still bapps
hecause e dree loves the boy s much. B the boy never cores even when ihe tree hosonly brancles, Beside thot, the boy wang
to nsk npain and agam undi] the e has notung lefi

Second|y. |1 s change our mindser abou e, The “Civing Tree ™ by Shell Siversiain mokes os care sbout our lile
Jisst like dbe boy, we fusi sk for momes 1o our pancse 1 our porents ool peve s shomey, we will gei anpey af diein. Adtualls,
QU palFeniE i |'H.1|.HI'.E we money heconse they do nol ave muoch momey, W do nat emow by o parents get the ey
Decouse we do nol core. W pum ask and askc like the boy 1o the tree, Wi wibl be poeems asd we will feodd i Bal we sdllnat
Tkl the by b the poeni. We ninst core snd sy dhonkyoue 0 silsers wlmo bave helped we

Sar, that s all rey dhinking ahout ihe poem “The Giving Tree™ by Shell Silverséain, It is appropriate for oduls becase of
severt] remipe. numely, 1 can edluate us e e b greedy, o it can change vur mindset about [ife, Beside thot, aduli can think
shoui the conlerd amf sl con b ibemard value Trom Ghe pocan. Bot childeed camaot think [the this beeause they ore siill &
ehilil, (et XD 8 Evvey Weinap Clpss, 256 wardn)
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Fraduet #2 Comparisann and Contrust Essay

Eveniboogh the siories: endiiled “The Dose mnd the Ants™ and “The Beor ond b Two Trovdle™ be AESUP anc
conslifurind Fabdes theey il dnom Bepst owi waps) thes setimg amd charoetos.

The timst differenoc s about the selting. “The Dose and the Ant™ toke the seHimg an-ibe side of the river. When the
et v ani the river and ihen the dove belps him, alier thai when the hunler brings & sione aod iskes an e, the en comes
arsd btz the Funger. Har the spory by the fitle “The Bear ond the Two Traveller” takes the ssming on the tree on the side of ihe
ol Tl |5 whien the swe croveller walksan ihe ropd anil mest the Bear, one of them ¢limbs up the inoz and ihe other By
fiat e the Dmnd. S tle seting off ihe Bsoth s aee differenl.

The second dilTerenl is abaue charseter. The slory eotitlsd. =The Dove and the Ant™ has ihree chareier, namely
Thie Drove, the A and the: Hunter. The stocy entitlled *The Bear and the Two Traveller” also fos three charncters, They are o
bsii wehn cliiny g o Ehe e, @ boy woho ds Iving flad on the Tand, wd 1l hear.

Thouph tiey hove & Tervioes, they alsd buve ane ddimibarity, thet s shout ibe thane. Bol apeles have i s
itheme. thai is Ericeclship, Bul the story entitled “The Dvrve s tlse Anr ~ s the theme Inendabip ke o i Brenil. Based an
the soey, they help ench other whers the anl Now on the rver the dove belp him by giving a leaf Amd ahen the dove oo n
durperous-siustion beeause of the laner, the ong belp kim by bitting the humier, then the dove few pway ol saved,

Sar whee mpoey enmififed S The Dove nnd the Ant™ amd “Thes Bear ang the Two Treveller have diiferences 5ivdeiing nixl chanicters
and by alin have srmilaridy i beme, [ Aigeena Monide, By B einng Clas, 2004 B 329 woeol)

Product £3 Froblem Solving Essay

When |'m resling my ook that my fidend and 1 bought in Gramediz pws weeks aga, enfiiled “py Colleciion
Spory®, | founsd my diffiealoy so undersiand many shors siories in that bopk. S0, when you hove the same problem like me,
thire sre several things-thai yoa can & wo dolve your probienm, such &= vou oan guessdiffioult wonds from tle condeo aod yoo
g B0 skibieneng and scannding =0 that vou con fioed the main iden of the sory,

Firsl, yoni can uesd o difficali wird from ihe comlest [neans, you st pel open your distionary everyibme yi
find dilfcult words. Yau just guesa the muranimg. For expmgbe, When [ read e shoes story = The 'Wisled Fimee™ by HO
Anderion 1 foure] mony diffiesl e, bt [ did not open niy dictianory. | jusn peess thal woeds. For exomple goor, oo

ars| mamy aiher vorls A just poeest the rn:'un'.in:g af that words without OpICTIENE My d.n:l.mu.lr:r, althoueh seaetimes | guess

wrnnghy;

A them, wou can do skimmmg ond soomieng. W mesns yow et feed quickly withont thinkmg ol ihe meanmg of
eviry words. Yo st rekd quickly unsill ke erd of the stary 1o End the maln ked. And 85 you hove tirse, you-can sorcsd 1L
it v e Sianl dhe neddin [dea, the plot, the chareiems aml aifier olements o the siory

Buied on my explaiation sbove, beaggest that if you Gind difficulry 1w underitind the story, you must oot opn soer
dictinaary. b ofben. Ciuess the dilficult words, do skimming ard seanning. resd agaimand ogain ontib you find the ides of the
siory, | fin Kiwiieioeh. ST A iy Weifag Closy, 273 worly)
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