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READING STRATEGIES FOR COMPREHENDING LITERAL, INFERENTIAL
AND CRITICAL MEANINGS IN READING

Jufri
Jurisan Blabnsa dan Sastra Ingens FRS NP

Abstrac

s poper is rmed gl discossing Use ways bow to comprehend three kinds of meanings—Titeral, Inferentinl
and critkeal- in reoding. These kindsof meanings should be undecitond by 5 veader in order that hie'she cas
comprehend i reading text completely, The reader i5 not only demanded 1o identity luctual information in the
text. bt ulso is required 1o read all informition in it As iEis known, there are three 1ypes of comprehension,
thar (s, liversl comprehension.  inferentinl comprehension  and  critical” compeehension. By lieral
comprehension, o render just read all Feets in the text, bul by inferential comprehension the reader shosld
read what hoppens behind the. facts, Fusthesmose, the réader a8 also demonded o read beyond the lines,
amiely, Fy to evilunte the messoges given by the writer, Foe this puipose, dreading tedcher shoald be able ws
help o student o cbpe with these kinds of mennings. The teacher tries o vary histher says in waching
rending in omder o ochieve this gonl. By this effore it i expected that the stedents” reading obifiny will
ingrease from time o fime.

Koy wordsz Niteral, inferenilal, eriiiond, wirategy

Ao Introduction

Reading is one of Tengunge skifls thet should be mastered by 8 stodent. To niadter it s sctinlly not
an easy fask because the student should understond three kinds of measings, thay s lieral, mferential and
critical menning. Understanding . these meanings need o theorctical bose. For thisn, o modfing teacher s
demanded o provide hisher stodents with this knowledge,

Baosed on the wriler’s expérignces and obsérvation, the swdens doo s Fnd  difficultizs in
undersianding el infermation becouse they just focus their mind wothe lscts thar are given directly by &
writer in the resding selection: Onthe other lumd, when they ee isked aboot the information behind e
[xs, they ure not able 1 give a correct ongiver, This s of course 5 problem that should be solved by English
seachier especially reading weacher

i The English teacher shisuld be pesponsible o overcome these problems, For this purpose, in rzading
class, the tescher |5 asked to provide the students with inferential und criticul skills in reading. This is
important. beepuse reading 85 pob only abour writen FEcis and informasion blo aise sbout unstaned focis.
Fesides. o reader is also requires o be pble b evelusie about g wreiter™s idess, Evalunting the writer's ideas
will help the reader oo know and recognize oll information ond a5 @ resuli the resder will get thomugh
comprehension.

In this paper, the writer ey W shaire with the reader phout the wass how [ooread thise theee Lvpes of
meanings, (0% haped thot ol idess given here will be wselol for tesching reading in the Tulure.

B. The Natore of Reading
Ini tzaching reuding teschers or students shoidd Grst Know (e concept of this lenpuage skill. This iz
impartant in order that the teachers can teach it well anid the students cun leamn i essdly. Alderson (2005:13)
stales thot reading involves perceiving tse written form of lungeage either visuslly or kinesthetically, 1155 0ot
just Inuking ai words. Reoding is o comples, diverse process, The reading process, like many other processes,
imvilves o mumber of distiner. yel connected, steges. An olen overlooked stage. in the neading process 15
proparing to resd, preparing both your mind and your surroundings, so that vou ore able to conoontrote on the
runciinl, Another stape in reading process invofves your eves (looking of the page) working sogether with
SOLIE eI
bleanwhiile, Cirabe amd Stoller { HH20F s thal reading 15 the ahility 1o dms meaning from the
peinied page ond federpret this nformation appegpeiately, The ability oo use the readimg. process skl lly
s cemoedirativn and self-discipline. Before vou start w reading session, seek out places where, aml tines
ol day when, vou” I pol be imtecrupted or distracied by people or noise. Mever mislead yourselF inio thinking
v i concentrale sdeguately when vou're ing rmoom where people are talking, o the Th b5 on. o music s
plas ing loudly, or when you're expecting phone calls. 1 you are sncom fortable with silence. as sume people
el to be. experiment honestly with what gives your comfori sofi. nondstracting music. a-elock thet ticks
reassuringly, or ether optivas. [T ihere’s litle private time whene you livee, schedule yourself o read in o quict
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comer of ithe litrary or o spot in g park or public building with minimuen enon teafiie Check pul which
eollege clnssronmy are cmply during ofl-peak: class hours

According W Amdie and Shapoury (2006300, in teaching reading tensheéss, often siam with the
sirategy of making connections. This is not surprising. since reading researchers believe that schem theory,
of the ides thot leamers must comnect the new o the known, is te bisis for all comprebension instraction,
Schemn theory comes ta life in classrooms when students experiment with making fext-to=5211, texi-to=lexi,
ol pext-to=world connections as they read. Typically in comprehension stratepy work, educators wse the term
Aeat-ioeseli to mlk abow how texis connest (o owr Ieves, Mickalecky | 199521 ) sintes thit evdnpechension s
port of life. Every woking minute, your broin is busy making sense of yoor weeld, [teould be compared, in
faet, to o very complicated computer, Messages sre constantly eoming in about what you see, hear, smell,
bogh, or taste. Your bruin receivas thess messages, inlerprels them, sorts them, ond sove then.

Furthermore, MeMamars ( 2007:3-4) states thot reading b= an eadraordinary achieverment when one
considers th pumber of levels and compgments st must be mestered. Consider what It takes o read o
simple story. The words gontoin  graphemes, phonemes, and morphemes. Senences have syilactic
iomposition, propositions, asd siylistie (ealeres, Deep comprebenston of he . sentences requires the
comstruction of referents of nouns,  discmerse focus, présuppeditions, and plausible inferences:

The reader needs o distinguish given versus new informadion in the text ond implicidy scknowledge
what ks shored nmong most readers inon comminity (called the comror gromed), AL moee global levels, the
readir feeds to [dentify the peore, chetorieal struchere; plot, and perspective of different characters, norrator,
theme, story point, und spmefimes the attiude of the author, The coding, interpretution, und constrocion of
all of these levels sre effortlessly achieved nt n-rabe of 250 0 400 words per e by @ proficient adul
remder.

Comprehension is ned alwoys efforiless snd fast, of courss, When beginning readers sirugple over
individisnl words, reading s skowed 10 o oneor holt und desper levels of comprebingion ang sesiously
gamproimized. This happens when proficien) sdili readers strugghe with rechnical expository. text on
urifamilar drcame Wpics, such 35 0 morigage on o house or the schempbics of compuer’s operating sysbem.,
Cognitive strategies are particutarly importent when there is o breakdown ot any level of comprehension. A
sucgesshu| reader implemends deliberate, conscious, effortful, time-consuming strategies: oo pepaie or
cireumvent s reiding compohent that 18 nol intscl Reading teachers and programs explicitly teach such
rending =rategies 1o hundle the challenges of neading ohsiscle

Chie comild arpoe thot repding siroegies are afso imponant for many odulis who consider as sikiiled
redders, There are basically three arguments s bolster this claim. Fiest, many resders dio nol know whelher
they are adequately comprehending text, Second. many readers have an illugion of comprebension when they
redd Lest becase they sertle forshallow levels of analydis g5 8 crterion for sdequate comprehension Shollow
readers believe they have adequoiely comprehended toxt i they con recognize the content words ond con
understand most of ihe sentences. However, deep comprehension requives inferénees, linking  ldeas
codierently, serublnizing the validity of chaims with & critical ganee, and sometimes onderstanding the motives
of authors. Shallow readers believe thoy pre comprehending text when in facl they are missing the majoeity of
contradictions and false claims.

Aciuisition of bester reading strategies s apparently needed @ erack the illesion of cxmprehension
in readens who ane seiling for low standards of comprehension. They need 1o acquire and implement
strufegies o facilitate deeper levels of comprehension, Third, nearly ol adults have trouble comprehending
technical expasitory dext af doep levels even though they are skilled eeaders. Deep compmehension of
echnical wxl ks o difficull challenge, because the render has minimal knowledge of the jechnical teoms, ke
conceplualizations, mental mosdels, and sther forms of beckground knowledge, Even those with high relevant
tackeround Enowledge and genaeral readingz skifls can stroggle.

Vi ocpes {2008: 35-34) states that o grest deal of nesearch hay explored and supported the notion
ihal compeehenzion is o process demanding stralegic approaches, Good comprebenders hove leamed tha thes
have contml of the reading process, They agtively construct mesning as they read, and they aléo direct thetr
peomprehending by oring busic atraegies and by monioring ther own understamding, They ko Tow
reading works becnuse they have knowledge shout bow sounds, letters. and primt work {declarative
kmowledges; they kpow what sirategics to use o help them understond (procedural knowledee); and 1fiey
Koy B g0 s v hich sicizegies (eonditionz]™ nowledpe ),

Ctrow (2002-33) savs that if you find amy confusing words stop and ook them up, or else you may
nd ap Ureading” somiething different than what the outhor srote. This &5 a grear cause of  poo
compielisnsion, [1s ol thal vou oty don™ enderstand the author, bt ihat whal vou think he §s soving s
dfilterent than whot he is actually sayving. This can happen begouse what vou think & word mecans may be
dilVerent than whal the outhor thinks it means, When yvou speak with someane, vou can abwvavs check Lo make
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s thit el of vou undertinds the other, This is 2 twoway fow of commuasication, When you read, this
apporianity doesn’t exist; there 5o onessay low of witten 4y mbols Trom the suthor o the reades.

The written symbols represent spoken words, The spoken words themselves représent other thimgs
oy the el world. Sioce you learped W ospeeak ws oochild, vour vecabulery is partiably besed o what vous
purenies and others wrousd vou thought words mesnt and ko they should be used, These mesmings may nol
be correct, complete or applicable even thugh vou luve used them vour entice life. Mo one is "0 blome” for
this. They just passed them along, Luckily forus all, theee bson collectivg of waord rubes pnd osanings we cun
check agninst —ihis is the dictiomar.

Unforunaiely, the dictonary s nol used enouch. What ofien happens is the reader puesses it the
word ond cootinues, Then, what the reuder thought the author meant b5 nod guite whing the author actudiy
friended. Apabn, this stems from the faet that whei the resder thinks a particular word means 5 aol the same
meaning that the suthor used. [ might be close. thon ogein it might not, but the dictionary |5 the place o find
il o0 ninke.

Suppose For g misee we coasider cach word 19 be @ brick, The wuthor has o building in ki mind
which he kes spart brick=hy-brick and pazses one-by-one (vie printed or written words) (o the repder. The
reader then recenstructs them in his ovwn mind, brick-by-brick (or word-by-word . Thus, i e peader exacly
and correeily rebuilds the strucmeee. he will correaily perceive whet the author kad in ks mimsd

. Literal Comprehension or Heading on the Lines

Literal compeehension or commonly cuxlled reading on the lines mesns undeidanding the siated
menming of the meteral Here vou ook for the exact, lieral meuning of what's written, Tojdentily o reading
sefection’s cemm) theme and main idezs, vou wually peed 1w Sread on the lises™. In structored seading. three
kinds of exercises have been designed especinlly to help you develop vour ability o read on the line:
“Wocabultory™, “Ceniral Theme and Main Idegs™ and “Major Detnils™

L. Voeabulory Analysis

When vou possess a lunge vocabulary vou can express and think abous fine shades of meaning. You
et think with precision. For example. unless you are u saifor, you probably refer to all the various Tines ona
snil bt us “ropes”. Ropes, however, 5 o bagie, generie lenm. sulisble onby for orm chaic discossion. When
the wind is Bowing o gile. wnd the waves are covering the deck with solid sheers of Water, you winl 10 yell
el 0y vour erew soamething Ouire specific than “tighten the mpe™: Sailors say such éxset phrses as “harden
the Jipe sheet™, “ewse the bomn vind and ng astarboard preventer™ or “mind the. dingy painter while we back
ik on the anchor rode™, Such preciouy, commmunicate clearly b o matere level, Whether vou ure reading,
wiiling or speaking g the collepe lovel shout sailing oc seience, about fostball or philozophy, about Iiterature
o soeiilagy, & stirong vocabulary is essentinl. Every adult, no matter whid age, is capible of keorping and
imng new vicabulary words, The simple truth is that you will remember nesw words only when you make up
sty mind soowse them as ollen o possible, Memorization withool osage isaneffective.

L Recogniring Main [dea

The muin ddew is the key message in & parspsoph O several paragrphs. The main ideo i the thesis, the
fogri, the subject of o subsection of parmgroph within 4 whidle plece of reading, buln ideas usually appear ul
the beginning of parnaraphks. especially in textbooks, aricles and essays, Yl many timeks, authors place e
matn bdes ap ihe end of & parageaph so that they con lead sp o a small climex, Sometimes, wiiters pul the
main ides in the middle of the paragraph 50 that related materinl can surround i

Just gs every parograph has-a topic, every parsgraph hos-a main ides. When anauthor iocludes s
pentence in o porograph theat well his on her most imporiont point obod the fopie, that sentence is culled the
sinted main iden sentence, Most festbook parsgraphs contain siabed main ideas. The main ides: answers the
queation. “whnt is the guther’s one must impartint pednt aboug the wpie?”

The stmied main idea semence can appear anywhers ina pueagraph. Aothor most often place it at the
beginming of o paragraph. The res of the sentences will be details that esplain more about i, give examples
of i, or prove i, The end of the parograph is the nest mast likely locoton of the stoted indin idea sentenee.
Avithsrs kisowd thot voo imay feed certain informution before vou can undersiand the main iden, 5o they wive
the deiabls firal omed save the main Idea for last The thied possibibiiy is that the main (des senfence appears
within tre pamoroph, They maoy swn the parograph with ogeestion, and then aswer i,

Heing ahle 1o identify the main idea will enshle vou o0

* Know what to highlighl or imderline ivou extbooks

= Wrile corect oullines and sumimarkes

»  Remember the information maore sasily,

= Muke higher tesi grades
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= Wrile better paragraph and essdy sl arswer.
* Understnd how the author organizes the infoemation in g parsgroph
Y ldentifving the Stated Maln Idea Sentence
In identify¥ing, stobed main idex, you can make such o growp work, In the group work you can
i exchange vour opinion esch other, 1F one of your friends opinion iz occepiable. 11 can be the topic of the
paragzrugd. I shart, here inthis sep You and your friends show up your each opanion and then discuss it

Folniers from the Coach about ldentifylng the Stated Maln ldea Senience

; A Only one semence can be dhe siated main idea sentence of & paragraph.
- % Avid chduvsting 2 senpence a5 the stated maln ides simply because the infoemation in it inlerests sou, i
gomnins familiar information, o vou think it "sounds important™.
% Be sere that vou understand the information in the main iden sentence
o Pecause maim ides i slwavs s sentency, do nol seled o question e the siated muin ides
% Exampies are details thal support the main idea, =0 examples con mever e the main idea
2 Wateh for ceraln words and phrases that guihors frequestly. use o signal their most impertant poind, the
min idess,
% Reod the entire poregroph before vou decide whit the outhor's main poing s
< Lopger selections such ms entire sections of textbook chaplers, eweys, amicles, editorials, amd 5o forh,

alan have an overnl! Sisted main iden.

I,  Inferentisl Comprehension | Reading Berween The Lines)

Making inlwences i sometimes called “veading between the lines,” This meons vou use ihe
information in the Lext to guess other things about the text. It is often necessary 1o make loferences when you
read. Sometimes vou need o gikess sbout information the writer has not put theee, (ther lmes you may need
o gueess aboul mennlng when yvou do not kmow sl the words, Good readiers neake inlerences asll the tme as
Chary b,

The inferences vou make may nol always be correct, even though voo bosed them on the available
imformation. The water inder the sink might have been the resuli of o spill, The traffic you encountered on
the expressiway might be normal forthat tse of day, bur yYou dida't Enow 8 bicaise voo arén’t noemdly dn
the road then, An inference is only the best guess vou can make in o situation, given the Tnformation you
have

Each inference you make depends on the situntion, the facts provided, and yoair v kmowledpe nnd
exporience. Here ape a few guidelines 1o help vou make interences,

z  Lnderstond the liierm| meaning.
Be sure vou bove o fiom grasp of the liters] meaning. You miesd undecsand the stoed jdesy and [ocls
befone vou can move o higher levels ol thinking, which include inference making. You should recopgnize
the topic, maim idew, key details, and organizational pattern of ench paragroph vou have read.
b Motlce deédails.
As you une remding. pay particular attention o detidly tha aee wmasusl or stand oud. Ofien such denils
will offer vou clees to help yvou make inferences, Ask yoursell: what Is anusunl or sriking about this
piece ol informatinn? Why s it included hene™
. Addup faces
Conider all the lacs taken weether. To belp vou do this, sk voursell such questions a5 the Tollowing:
Whal ks the swriter trying o suggest from this s2t of facis? What do ol these facts gnd ideas seem o point
towvard or odd up to? Why did the author inolude these {acts and delails?
d. B aler o clues
Writers olleén provide vou with numerous hints thot con poind vou deward: secorase inferences.  An
vpwargness ol word choices,  details incloded (ond omited), and Sdess emplsasired, and  direet
coenitentary can help vou determine a textbook author’s aititisde toward the fopic of hand,
e Ask voursel[Dguestions sich o%
== What is the guihor trying o sugpest throogh the stated informaion!”
== Whar diy ullbe lacts and 1deas point leseard o seem tooadd g
& Fur whut purpnse did the nuthor inchde these facts and detniis?
To answer Usese gqueathons. voe most add together the individust pieces of miormsteon W ormve gt an
inference, Making an mference is somawhsd ke pulting topether o complicoled picture poede in
which vou trv 1o make sach piece {it with all the rest of the preces 1o form something recopnizabile.
1 Comatder e muiivor’s urpise. An awEness of the autlwr’y purpose i rflen hl:lpl'ul I mnklrt[_:
inferences. If an puihor's purpose §s o convice you o perchisse. o particular product. as in an
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mifvertrsemient, Vol .|!||._-4||;]_1. hmve o clear e ol the 1y pes o inferences the writer hopos vou will moke os
sou bepin reading.

@ Wenly wour mfergnee. Once youl hove made an inference. be suee fo check e 6 i accurle, Look back
i the stated facts to be sure vou hove sufficient evidence o seppan the imference, Also, be sure you haye
oot overlooked other equally ploustble gr more pleusible nlerepces tiar could be drgwn from the 2anme
setal fncts

Inferences can dlso be made throoph severnl hints as given below:

I Action. Usunlly o writer gives some hints in the form of sction dine. by © character, The chorncter may

div @ certain action like walking guictly, fooking proumd, entering o place silendiy, et This action will

help the reader 1o make nferences

Conversetion. Beside potion, the wriler may lse woite o conversation belween twe person i e texl

This comvermsation will become a clue by ihe repder o make inference.

b Plesoription, A& writer might make s deseription shout o person, ploce or ghiect, This desceripton will belp
Uit render by know the meoning behind the stated focis

4 Appesrance, By appearance s wriler glves o pictere, visual oids or eartoomn noohe texl, Besides the writer
might plsi telis the reoder o certain eppewrance of soménae or obpecl. This is like o deseription, bug it s
it deseribed in details

4, Comnementary, The writer might write his or ber commentary sbout certain informngion in the exe By this
cormmantary the readir can make inference.

Fat

Understanding Implied Main ldca
Oweasyomlly, o writer does nol directly siste the main dea of o given paragrph in g wple senlepes
Instead. he or she leaves it up to the reader to infer, or reon out, what the muin ides of the pangraph. This
ivpe of parapreph is colled unstoted maky e, Thistvpe of poragraph contains only details or specifics that
are redaded toa given topic and substantiofe an unstabed main idea,
s the Folloswing stegd s a puide to od implicd main ideas:
I, Find the topic,
The topic is the general subject of the eniir: parnpraph. Ask yourse ' =What 1= the one thing the authes 13
discussing throughout the paragraph™
T Pigune ool what 1% the most imperiant ides the wiiter wonts you o know about thot topie. Look al esch
detuil mrd decide whan farger iden is being explained:
1. Express this pumin lded in vour own words, Make sore thai the mmain iden s o reasonoble ope. Ask
yonrrsedds “Trses o apply oo all of the details in the puragraph™

Example:

Some advertisers rely on sigr poswer, Commercials moy use celebrities, for exomple, 10 encoumnee
comsumers o purchase 3 prodeet, Other cormmercials moy wse an “everyone's buyving 0 approach, arpuing
thad theusamds of corswners cowld not possibly be seong in the choioe, o the product mesd e worthwhile
Sl oher comméercials wiay wse Visudl appeal t coteh the consumers™ interest and persoade them o make
pur s

The genermnl topic in the pirgraph B commerdlals More specifically. the paragraph & aboutl the
varinls persnosive devices used in commercinls, Theee details are givens (1) sar power. (2§ evecyone's-
buy ing-it appeonch, and (3% visual appedl, Each of the three detndls is-a different persuasive desice, The mam
pint the wriler s irying fo maki ihen, 5 thal commencials use 8 variely of persuasive dievices o appedl s
consumers, Yo can figure oul this writer™s main iden even though no single seitence states this diregtly

E.  Critical Reading or Reading Beyond the Lines

Criticul rending cun be defined ws very high-level comprehension of wrilten material regquiving
eerpretation el evalustion skill thot enable the reader o sepamde important from upimporiar inforrmataon
b mpnish betvwieen facts and opinions, and delermine a wriler' s rpose. and ione. Critical reading also
eriabld dming Inlerepee b go bevond whisi 5 sated enplicitly, Glliag in information’ gogs. ond coming o
apteal conclusions. These vorions skill reguire much thought, and that s why eritical rending i3 dependen
im critzinl thimkinmg.

The mest characteristic fentares of eritien] reading are that yoa will:

e awmine the oy adence or arguments presemted;

= check out any influences.on the evidence or arguments;

e check out the Tintitations o study desipn or Toeous:

= exnmpne this imerpretations made? and

Shaping the New Mrends of English Teaehorg and Tiracfumng and Srvaliea
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o decide 1o whal extent you mre prepored 0 acceps e suthors” arguments. oplnjons. of
conclusions.
Reading beyond the limes mewns vou devedop infarmed opinions about the subjeot being discussed
the rmaterial you are reading, To do this come o vour own conclugions bosed on whit's been suied (on the
linesh umd what bsas boen implied (between the lines), There are two forms from bevond the line

1. Evalomtlng the Author’s Mesnae
#  Evolusle the Source
Checking the source con elp vou evaluote the dcoursey and cosmpbeteness ol the informisiion i
conizing. Suppode you were doing & rescarch paper o i ecopomic advoniages of waste recyeling. You
found that each of the following sowrces contained information thot would be most wseful i writing o term
paper?
2. Evaluating the Author's Technlgue
F o Py Atlention b Connodative Langeage
Connotations can vary from individual o individual Writers and speskers use conpsintive mneatlngs
to STEr you emolionsa or i bring 1w mind possitive or negative ossociations. Suppose 8 writeer (s describing
how somseane drinks. The writer could choose wonds such 8s gulp, sip, slurp, or guzzle. Each crentes a
different image of the person. Connotative mennings, ther, are powerful tools of longunpe. When vou read.
be aler For meanings suggestod by the author's word ¢hoice, When writing or speaking. be suie o aloose
wisrds, with approprisle connotations,
#  Examine Figurative Languspe
Figurative langeage s a poweriul tool ths alles writers (o creale images or pabind pioiures §n the
reader’s mind. We all know the devastation caused by a tornado and have a visual preture of it Figumative
langunge also allows writers 1o suggest an ides without direcztly stating it There are three primary tvpes of
figurative Tonguage: smiles, mctaphors, snd peraonificaiion

17 A smille uses the words ke or as o omake the comporizon, For esimple;
The eomputer hums ks 3 boehive
Adter 3200 pom our downeown is a8 Quite 85 a gl dain,

1) A metaphar states or implies the relutionship between the two unlike items. Metaphors, olten use
the wiowed 1%, For exampla:

The computer lab is & beehive,
After 500 pom our doweilovwns 9 as quite a5 e gheat v,

3} Personlficatlon compares humans snd nonhumons occording o one chzraoteristle, itiriteiting
huthan charseteristics 1o fdeas or objects, If you say “the wind screamed i3 angry message,™ you are
giving the wind the humanlike choracteristics of sorceming, being angry, snd communicating &
message, For example:

The sun mocked s with s relentless glare.
Adfter two doys of wriler's biock. hier pen storied doncing serass the page.

¥ Wach for Misging Information

One way writers avoid revealing informntion is o use o poriiosler sentnce struciure that does not
iddentily who performed n specified oction. In the sentence The onp broke, vou do nol kpow swho broke ihe
cup. In the semtence T S0 was pate] vou do not Kpow who paid the bill, This semence pattem s called the
passive voice. Here are few more examples of the passive voice. In each. natice what information is missing.

The tmx reform bill wos defeated

The sccounting procedures wene foaind w be guestiinnble

The il sgail was comained

=  Be Aler for Generalizmions

Suppose you nre reading an article that sties thay “Ariisss gre temperamenal people” [ vou think
that every artist who over painted o porimit or composed a song &5 lemperamenal? Conoyou think of
exeplions? This salement is o example of o genéntlzation, A generalization iv o siatersent abowl an entire
group misicians] based on knosw information sboul pori of the group (ncsbelans the writer has met or
ehserved), A peperalization reguires a leap feom whot is knows o a coneluskos sloot whot ©s ukninan, Here
are o few more generalizsions:

= Pl are always troaklesome

= Chiness food is never filling
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(e key o evoluating geneealizotion s W oevalusie the type, quality, and dmount of evidenoe ol
given 1o suppon them. Here are o fes more pencmlizatons. What type of evidence would you need 1o
cofvinse wou thut each s aot true?

o Fast food lacks auemtioml valoe

Another way 1o evelusie 0 generniizntion is oy o think of exceptiom, For the genenslimlion
pediial doclvrs are aloof and naccessitle can you think. of & doctor you have met or heard obout who was
caring ond ovailable 1o kis of herpalients? IF so, the generalization is net oceurate in oll cases,
3. Isthe Materipl Fact or Opinion?

When mueking with amy source, iny o defermine wheiher the matgnol s fociunl or sn
expression of opinion, Focls ore staiements thot can be verifisd—that is, proven i be true or false,
Opimigns sne sumements thal express feclings, atiiudes. oF beliefs and are nelther true nee filde,
Below are examples of each
Facis: More than ane million feenngers become pregnont every year.

The voses of medial care rerease every year,
Oipinigns: Government regulotion of our privale lives should be hatted immediately.
By the vear 200 5. mosl Americans will not be oble o afferd rowine healtk

CEfE.

4. What is the Aviher’s Purpose?
Writers hove many different ieasons or purpeses for writing. Read the following siatements
and try 1o decide why each was written.
W Aboud P40 ocean-poing ships pess through the Ponsma Canal sach vear. This averapes (o
: mbowt three ships per dax. )

b I0 8 choking person has fisllen down, Best wm him o her Tace ap. Then knit togeiber the fingers
of both yuur hends gnd apply pressure with the beel of vour bottom hand 10 the victim’s
mhdomen,

5. What is the Tone?

The foeie of o speakers vodce lefps wisn milerprel what he or she is saving. I the feliowing
sentense were read aloed, the speaker’s voice would fell you how (o interpred it “Would you mind
cloging the door?™ The tone ef a weiter can be seen in the following:

i Intmisive: Wien punshasing o piece of clothing. one mast be concerned with quakity a5 well us
with price. Be ceriain 1o check For the following: double-stiched seams, matched patierns, ond
wmpie [inimgs.

b,  Swvmpathete: The forlom, frightered-looking child wandered thioush Use sireeis alone,
searching for somegee who would show an interest in belping her lind her parents:

€. Persuasive: Child abuse is 0 tagic scowrmence in our sociely. Strong legislation is needed to
contred the abuse of innocent victims nnd to pumish those swho ore inseasitive to the Aghts and
feelings of others,

d.  Humorous: Thase people whe study animal behavior prafessionally must dreod those fimes
when their cover iz blewn @ o dinner porty. The unfortunate souls ane sure 10 be seated nexi o
somenie with animal storles.

fe, s the Anthor Biased?

Bins refers o on outhor”s pactiolits, mclination oward o particelar viewpoinl or prejudice, A
writer |5 bipsed iF he or she lakes one side of o gondroversinl issue und does ol pecommize opposing
viewpoinls, Pechaps the best example of bas isin advertising. To idemily bias, vse the {following
wppEeslions:

A, Annlyee connomiive meanings. Do vou engounter o large number of posiive o negutive wenms

e o dederibe Use subgect?

relice descripthve longnege. Whal impression s cremted?

Amulvie the tone, The author”s tone often provides imporiant elnes,

Lastsk T oppiaing view poinis.

Read each ol the folbewing stmements and place o check murk in front of each one thal seveals

bias,

| Testing the harmiul elfects of commetics onnnocent snrmds 15 an owirage,

2. Camgaign finance relomm isessenoal o restoring batls the imegrity of the elegiion proeess
and the Taith ol Americans in our pofiiical sysiem,

3. The loogest skege of the Civil War ok place in Petersburg, Yirginia, Whien Union iroops
Blocked Canfedersie supply lines from June TGS o April TRAS.

Bf e

Shaping the New Fegnnds of Eogdiah Teachierg aod Teaching dond Stedied
262



http://www.pdfcompressor.org/buy.html

PDF Compressor Pro

ISELT-4
ESEN: 878-602-1FTMI7.7-5 2015 ||I

4. Siodenis should ol swiste their Gine joming fraternitbes and sororities they should
concenlrale on their scademic coursework.
¥ Bioveling isthe anly way s fully experience the beantiful scenery of southern Frince

T How Strong Are the Data and Evidence?

Mamy writers wia expeass their opimions or state viewpoints provide the mesder with dita or
evidenee 10 support their ideas. Your task as @ critical reader is 1o weigh and evalunte the guality of
this evidence, You must examine the evidence and assess s sdequogy. You shiuld be coneemed
with two fociors, the tvpe of evidence being presented, and the relevonee of that evidence., Y asisis
of évidence [nclude:

Persomal experience o ohsereation,

Exper opinion

Research citation,

Stptistical doto

Examiples. deseriptions of partreulir events, or illgstrative siustions.
Analogies {comparisan with similor shustions

Historicil documentation

Lhsotations,

R mAaRonEE

F.  Conclusion and Suggestions

Reading is 2 complex proceis. Whm seading o rexder will bry to recognize and idendly three opes
of meanings, namely, literal, inferentinl and critical meanips. By fiweml the eeader just focuses hisher
altention 1o written facts in & reading selection. He'she tries to answer questions about factm) information. [n
the conirary, by inferential readmg, the resder will go degper by the mesning the written facts. These faer
will b used to kow and Identily the implied meanings shich ore nol stated divecty n the peading st Bur,
the reades will wse his experience and backgound knowledge or infarmation in the real world 1o catch the
idems given by the writer, Meanwhile, by critical reading the reader does not anly iry- 10 recognize the stated
memming mnd implicd meaning, bug should go besord that nloroten, In this ease, the reader is demanded 1o
evaluate the writer ideas i several ospects. This sub skill is very wsefil beeawse the reader will be o
distinguish whether the writer writes eginions. or facts, or whether the wrilter writes bias information, or
kefshe is moking hwmor; angry. e1c,

By hoving the abality 1o differentiate éach meaning. the sender wil] be able o read any kind of e,
And more than thal, hefshe can resd the rmdi?p_ text eastly ond quickly,
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