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Abstract
3 This paper discusses pod shares sone strsoghes of waching eriticol reading which are hopefully useful for

leachers of English in having their students actively involved in reading sctivity in their clasirooma. In high
schioole. SMEPa or ShAs, tenchers tvpleally tach thelr srudents 1o read receptively, o read For inlormation.
What"s more, many freshmon students have not been tought to resd sctively or oritically to construct
kmorwledge ns they rend. Stedents goin knowledge by memorizing the sistements within g text, For them, as
non-critical readers, 1exts provide o, Foe eritical readess, any 1@xt depicts the {oos. They also recognize
ne only what @ text soys, but alss how fhat @l poriroys the s deseribed in jL A text s wribien in
Various wiys 05 4 typical creation of & unique author. For example, 8 noa-ceitkeal reader might resd s history
book (o lzwe the facis of the sination or o discover an aceeplad [nterpretation of thoss events. Whereas &
eritical resder might read the same work (o appreciate how s parficulor perspective on the evenls and &
purticular selection of facts can fend 10 particular inderstanding. The reading strategies for critical reading
mim iz allow students recognize un outhor's: purpeee. undersiand tope and persmsive elements, and
recugnize bias, These goals aciually refers o something on the page. Each requires inferences from
evidence within the ext.Criticnl reading is nol simply close and enreful readiing, To resd eritically, one must
woiively recognize and analyze evidence upon the pase,

_Key wards: critical roaders, non-critical rraders, acfive reading, reading strafegies

Introduction

This paper discusses the reading sirategies in lepching criticel reading. The sirabegies odm o ged
students 10 redd o oocomplish certain goals of revopnizing on auther’s purpose, understonding tone wnd
periassive elements, and recognizing hias, Each of the goals requires inferences from evidence within the
texl. Rewdors hive to know thai the goals actually refer 0 something on the page. Recogniang purmoase
imvolves inferring u basis for choiees of content and language. recognizing twne and persuasive elemeénts
invodves classifying the nature of longuoge chofees, and récognizing bias involves classifving the noturs of
pattemns of chaice of content and language. In ofher words, critical reading i3 nod simply close and carelal
reading. To read eritically, one must actively recognize and annlyes evidence upon the text.

For SMP or SMA feachers of English, critical reading tasks, o some extent, sre somewhnl relesant o
the seientific uppeoach used B the Cuttfeulam 2013 involving students” sctivilies in observating, questioning,
eollecting mformation, ssociating, and commimicating,

Skillful in reading o text. eritically is imporiant in making i reader’s thinking to lnd oul whether o
text refers oo fsct o opinion, This i due to the fact dut o weller must have some resons why she writes it
and  tocusiss on the readons 1o suppart thern, As a reader. one will have to evaluate the arguments given in the
text, interpreting whether they are positive or negative claims. Oneneeds some skill 1o read critieally’ in order
i e abbe bo imerpret the idea conveyved by o texid. One may read a texd 1o gdin kpowledge by memorizing the
sefences (it |t usually divne by non-critieal readers. They just leirn the [aets of U siiuaton becinese for
them wxts provide et They will acceps the meaning of the fects and they feel satisfied with recognizing
what @ text savs, Put it another way, non-critical readers talk about or restate the same 1opic a5 the orfginal
text. I contrast, foe critical readers, any single text peovides bot ose podrayel of the facts, one individeal s
Sk on the subjest matier, Criticn! renders thos recognize ol only whot a tese soys, bl glso how thor text
portreys ihe sobjegt metier, They recognize the various ways in which cach ond every text |5 the unlgoe
crestion of o unigue auther. In additien. critical readers might read the same work woappreciate how &
particular perspective on the events and a particular selection of facts can lesd to particular understanding.

In general. texthooks on critical reading commonly ask their readers 1o accomplish certnin goals such
5 recognizing an puthor's porpose. o widerstond ohe ond persuasivg elements, ond 1o recopnize bins, Motice
that none of these goals actually mefers 1o something on the page. Each requires inferences from evidence
within the mex i uoway thet recogniding porpose involves inferring o basis fie chodces of content and
banguage, recogniding tone and persiasive elements fnvolves classifying the nature of lanpeage choices, und
recognizing bias involves clossifying the nature of patiermm of choice of content and lznpusge. Below i the
sarmiple token fom Mikolecky & Jeffries” Advesced Reading Power given b the studerts of Semester 1Y o
the English Stody Program s their semester examination of Reading 3 Course,
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“Unlike paits of Indopesa closer w theAsi mwintand, Flores bas been on siand 1or @1 jeast o
imililon yenrs. As is ihe cose with [slands elseadiore, i Mg esolved in s own way, producling
creatures |arger o smaller than their mainland relativess a [ lost world of tim elephants, gidm
rts, Komodo deagnms and even Lirger exiinet fizands

This isiatiesn had its effects on the human inhabitants, Cne of the most surprising things aboul
the: Linng B skeleton is s siee; i life, no more thon o meter (abooat £3 A) mll, abour the same size
as one of the giant rats,. Living in 8 hobe inothe grousd and chasedbby lsards of gianl propoithons,
the cresture has been nicknomed “hobbit™ by some researchecsea reference 10 the small, bale-
dhwellfing hesoes of Fhie Lavd oy Rimga

For Brown. o was the smallness of the skall svhich showod thal feive Jorcseis vas (raly
different. When be measured the skoll volume ond found it e chimp-sieed 380 o, he saps his jaw
“dropped (0 mry knees. Small statore i eagy to explain but small brain capacity is 8 bigger problem-
i sl i Yol these tingy brained crentures were skilled enoogh o kake Heely eralied stone vl
1.  From the facts here, whot cen vou infer sbout the process of evoluticaoon slands?
2, “This isolation bagd 12 effects on the humon inhabitonis.” |s this o oot or an inference? Expluin
3. Whaot do sciemtists usonlly infer whost sanall beakn sized
4, Why wad Brosvin so surprised about the small brain size™

ihikubecky & Jeffries, 2007:93-54)

The following are some sample answers of the Semedter 1Y studimts of the English Study Frogram to
sme of the ahove questbons, Theseare the semestér examinntion questions

{hwegtion 5. Firawrr the focis Fere, wia can yeu gferabom the proceas of
evalution o isfamds?

Etudent 1;  fnmy opindon, the procery of gvotetion o the bdandy wire tanally foo Mg, | found thar Bronei
phought abord fawrg Foreslons! sskall wirs sivelll v Briely differead. 5o B pracess o ‘ol
caied e foar waorld of exifinet aninnal

Etwdent T The procesy dependy onf vach idland It seden ke wober ol willace i fativd s Tovid ard
different. Actwally the farmer frowe Papua fece v Geebor, Fes differene size o iy sraindamd
Ausivatia’s kangarsg,

Sradent 3:  The sterement iv e inference becase it is the soieanists opinlon and there Is s realprood aboa
fhat sraferient,

Tl varied snswers given by the studenss show that they tried o celate what they already koow w the
knowledge sboul the evolution that they might bave potten from another discipline or other disciplines, Thoy
might have watched the movies “<The Loed of the Ring™ and been familinr with the word *hobhit® os used in
the movies. In addition., the sudents’ answers mdicate that they show' differmt fevels of thinking. In olhwr
waords, i shows how eritically they were rending and putting informution wgether,

Silberstein gf, al, (20035) sates thal when oae reads oritically, sthe draws conclusions and makes judpments
about the 1ext w'he reads. However, comprehensding is more than just recogmizing snd undersianding words,
Therefiee, true comprehension means meking sense of what is reasd and connecting the ideas in the test 1o
what (4 already Koown. Meanwhile, Zabihi (201 1) poiots ol that it is important w0 Gind oul wether o e
helps promote critical repding sinee a5 8 technigue i is used o discover and evaluale informmtion within &
text: Consequentiy, texts tobe read eritically by sludents have 10 be selocted by considering the stralegies of
P for el wwith such sty in order 1o work ap students™ skill in rensbing critically.,

Heading Strategies
Critical feading pssumes thes sach author offers & depiction of o tople. An autheor, therefore, presents hisfher
idens by making chodves of eonenl. nguase. und sirscture in order 1o frame & presentation, Om the other
hand, readers ¢xaming each of these choices, and conslder thetr effect on the meping.

However, il is olways & problem For teachers of English when they 1eack reading w their studenis,
Thes frequently do nob read the assigned material, Therefore, iL 5 crecial that teachers emphasize the
imporiance of reading wnd learming b0 resd ellectvely 1o thelr flodents, There are a1 least theee genceol
probiems { Yoek Linlversity. necessed from hitpeiiwww yorkucg ). mamely students de not allocate the timie
pecessary (o do their repding, students may ol undersiand the differesee bebwvieen rewding and preparing. and
s o mjot get as moch out of the articles 4s they might. and are not then ready 10 engage in class discussion.
und studerts do ol knny bow o deal sith difTTewlt material wod 1 often gops thenm from continuing redsting.

Ehaping dhe New Trowds of English Teactung and Teockiig sind Stviclles
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There arfe actually many deategies of leaching antical reading such as psking questions aboul the purposs and
background, the author and the text, evidence used In the text, and sssimptions made. Below are some
strategiey fiw teaching eritical reading,
The Fallimmg questions may be usefully usked shout any et you ame reading:
I Purpose (nd haedaround
i Whyis vour purpose of reading this ese?
b, What type of texd is i research report, gssay, textbook. book roview?
e What do you keow about the subject of the exe?
2 The mighar aral the fexi
i Whao is the author™ Whol do you know ofout the muhoc?
b, Whi s the intended sudience”
€. What is the aulhor's purpossT Why has the texy been weitten?
4. What js the dabe of publication? s il appropripie to the grgument?
e, What i3 the writer's attitude towards the topic?
. What conclusions are drawn?
3. Evidence nved
a. I there n clear distbsction between fact and opinion?
b Is evidence used o support srguments”? o good i3 the evidence? Are oll the poinis sapported?
o Imon experimentsl study, was the sample size pdeguote and are the satistics reliobie?
b Ade Usere any unsupported poins? Are they well-known facts or generally accepled opinions?
£, Ade the writer's conclusions reasonable In the light of the evidence presented?
A, Axsepionr made
a,  ‘What masumptbnis has the writer made? Are they valid?
b, What beliefls o values does the wriler hold? Ace they explicar?
¢ Look at the langunge that 35 uwied, eg. sctivedpassive verbs, nominnlisotions, pronoans; ergative
verbs, artickes, ote. Is [ always possible o idendify participonts and processes? ep. comparne: the
oovernimbent incressed taxes; they increased the toses; femes were increased: axes inceeased: the
txes jpereased, Uktre ywas an inerense nlnxes

d.  Look for emphatic words such b5 i1 s obvigus, definiely omd of coorse,
c.  Look for hedges: possible, might, perhops
. Look for emotiomnl orguments, wdse of mosimises: completely, absoluely, entirely, or

mitmimEsers; only, just, hardly, simply, merely
g, How else could the fext hove been wrillen®?

Anotler woy of ctical reading sirategices is wsing the 7 eritical reading strutegies { Adipied from a
fext written by Salishury Universiny ),

l. Previewing: This is-n strategy 10 find ot what o text is all und bow it is orpanized before reading it
closely by skimming f0 ge wa overview of the conlend and orgenization,mnd {denfifyving the
rhetoriznlsiuation.

2. Contzxnmlbzpg: Use one'’d own experiende 1o understand the words gnd their meaning.

3, Questioning 1o understand ond remember: Asking questions about the content.

4. Refleciing on challenges wo vour belicfs ond volues or exemining your personal responses.

3, Duthining and summanzing ; [dennfyingt hemain ideas undrestating them in your own words,

b Evoluating anargument:Testing the logic of o est as well & i@ eredibility ond emotions limpagt

1. Comparingendeonirasiing refatedreadings:Exploning likenesses and differences between o understand
threm Betier,

Lewin (2010} suppests some questioning strslegies (0 practice stadents 10 read eritizally by sparking
syrer queestons. Adapred this siretegy, in one sessson of tepching reading to university studends, | gave the
followingexpressions For them o fead end respond eritically (the sentences were quoled from several
SARCEs )

I, Koresd prepganied, ird beraniadan fuatbaer mosaieak sebuah cuecelt fieegs rabol
2 Dicary pesgakll waiit
3. Meweriorg korfroakarn s woniis

In zeneral, they undersimnd the meaning of the three, probably becayse they were given i Bahasa
Inddonesin, and they responsed o5 1 expecied, Bol o othelr sarprise, | questisned them these "How come o
sdeepy truck it a house, Looking for whot! A layvlon seamsiress or someone who sewsfstiches o woman,
and “Let a houwseiroom Tir @ woman or ene w5 looking for g womn o be conbreted

Last but pot ledst o reading acivity in a classroom £ cmducted by giving 2 chanes o Sudenis 16 read
[isr eomprehension, mol 1o make them lisen @ 2oauring or assigned readingand toke notes.
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Canclusion

To eonclide, reading eritically essentially direetly entending Use strategies fov resding theorisicalls but doing
5 ::':;1Ir|:ili|;. within the disciplinary context of the course, While rethorical sietepy primarily emphasize
e PSS PEsprises: such suthour’s intent reiding eritically 4 fundamesiolly. discipliine based, Teaching
criticnl rending noessshintiss eaching stident, Hypotheses and pssumption uie the discipling. and showing
them bow o appiy these diresily o teir reading, Reading eritically means developing o runge of guestions
appropriste of the discipline which the reader asks of the wsas, 10s uses Fall constrect, withatisderiis, such s
seertes of questions thal might be pse evaluating o text within your disoipline snd applving those geestions o
cerlmbn lexis.
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