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Alstract

This paper discusses the importaney of infusing literatere classes’ syllnbus with ereative industry-oriented
onmpetence. In pensrl, the objective of this mewsure is to keep lilemiure relevam and matier w fodes 's
gencraiion, who grow dp hnmesed by godgets ond techoology, It s o pant of an engoing research oo
dieveloping teaching material for Oerature classes (postry, prose snd drema) which s compatible with
greative indusiry, o recent rend in the global economic development, 11 ia also an effort o rssgond w0 o
prelimingry rescarch lnding by Delvi Wilsunl (2004} in which swudents believed thit studying drama (g
genre in ey works) is imporiant but it 15 nod relevant in preparing them o enter the work force onee they
leave college, This peper consists of three nain parts- First, it examines some classical sdvantages associated
with literature: as well g the pragtical bepefit which students can gel from sudying Higrawiee and bow they
hely thens in gering o niche in e job market; Second, iU discusses what literature class syl labus miost contgin
i be deemed creativesindusirv-orienied, Thind, ihis paper will provide a briel review on & working example
of n success siory on creotive indusiry ond lirerare. Al in all, the strengthened syllabus i expected to resuli
i students seeing some congruity between what they learm-and what i3 needed in i be able to compete in the
ever incrensingly competitfve labor force, which most of the time not the case in the traditional Tiemiure
sullsbus, Fimally, ereative industry-oriented syllabuz is effective in conforming the long beld potien aboul
Hiermure and why it mus be taoghd that it is didoe of willte Sweel amd oseful).

.x.'-': worahy Lilerotuee, cremie rru."ﬁ.r.f.lrlr. il h-u:.'.k.fnl; rrcierial

latroduectbon

This paper is o part of anon 2oing B & 0 research aimng o1 developing ateoching materinl which is
srengthened with creative industry orfented competenee T lerpure. classes (drama, poetry and prose}. This
sudy is conduited to improve the existing teaching materisl which have been wed for seversl semesters in
the English Study Program. the Faculty of Langeages and Arts, Universites Megen Podang. A prelimingry
study (Delvi Wahyunl. 20045 shoows thar students in Drama class believed thot it does indeed culburally
earich thee; wever, they found it ierelevant when i comes i preparing them to enfer the workforee. For
thad resson, it ks safe 19 83y thal there must be some oclions aken 10 moke liemiore classes: relevant 1o
fodny"s generation, whe grow op immersed by godgets and technology. Therelire, (he mast prudant step
taken bs b infuse the existing syllebos-and, subsequently, the @aching marerin] with compstence which will
prepiré them well 10 compete in the ever competitive industry ind job markes. In the coniest of emiiire
courses., one of the ways in which studenis see the practicnl benefit of the course ihey ake (5 by inroducing
them o crestive industey since basically both of them are grounded on the same premise that i3 creativity.

Literaiure: The discussion of iis function and pedagogical implieation

Ol in while one must have ever wondered why people tum i lesaiuee? Or why Inecature stays from
the e of e wital wow and will endure until the tme of the Tulure? Wy people keep moking (read: write
o grepte) Lieroture? Meloni Budionta (2002 lightly onswers this gquesiion! “because human peeds
fternmre! (e 1%L A fine exomple o supgport this claim s whot Showalier (200400 wlls s abowt the
sponlaneoss resurgence of poéiry afler the ragedy of W1 Lansck startiog From poems encevpied in (e pitack
piremmurinl, 10 people exchanging poem vin the cyber spoce, o ordinery people writing poems absut the attack
im. 63} Long before Melam Budionts found that ermiure is need by human, in his Av Poetien {19 BCE]L
Horgee, the Oroek peet, déclored thal poeley (o geore in feratene] delee of wile Doveet and useful ). Echoing
Horage. Hake {2001 1) believes that “unything which is penuinely entertaining hos values ™ To put it o plein
terms. [erature provides human with both pleasure and education. Therefore. i1 is wiefiil. and anvthing
haneficial to human s worth sudying

Lukens (2007} fumher explores that lilersiuee is revarding to readers in several wavs:
by Pleasure. 11 ks ewarding i readers beesise 1 gives pleasure, aind it may tike mand forms, Tom “roflicking

Taughier i sheer delight to awe or even Litiflaling shock {p. 33,7
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1 Understapding. Literniure provide readers with undersianding, Aceording to Lukens, this potion of
understinding siems from the exploration of the human condition, the revelation of human natge. and e
dizcowery of mon kind i ihe work of Teraee (p, 4}

Human motives. Lukens belisves that lilemture is oble o show mman motives. This abiliiy invites readers
to denti iy with o rewet 10 8 Ticiomal chorpeter (po 33, In realing, we can pever know what is i the mind o
i persan, ‘bul reading liternture equips ws whh fhis pew ability 1o see what in the mind of o fictioral
churaister 15 and 1o see i motives which inffeenee her actfon.

4, Form for experience, Lilerature is able to provide form Tor éxperionce (p, 8, Life isa series of random
liappmmings in which there are oo beginnings and endings. Liverature then gives form 1o thot experiznce:
the beginning. the development and the ending.

Life fropmenintion, Literature i3 also @ powerful ool to reveal life’s frigmentation (p, 6} T bomrow Trom
Luben's words, in our life, we are often pulled to different direction after one ond onother af the same
tirme. I this ciuse, litermune serves this fragment of life for “clese ohservation (p. 617,

The essersials, Desplie il shows us how fragmented Hie bsfiterature also heips wsoio focus on gssentmls (p
&), Becouse literoiune gives form 1o experience, we can re-experience. it with different intensity and new
understanding on parts or frepments of [fe,

T, The instituiions of society, Instilutions sre “o group of people which urge and coerce peoplé. into
conforming into standurds {p. 757 In the work of liierotore, resders will see the numéerous. instiutions
exlsting in the sociely and the numerous ways people “give in b or struggle agalnst them {p7),"

. Mabure o mfleential foree, Despire wieseem o never realbee G homms 15 nog only

, gomfizting with 2ach piber orinstibuion bl alse with pebere, In emiure we dee how human deal with
this infleence. Ofien we find it thai notore is oo powerful for humaon i challenge, yet that is where we
s humon’s will which deterve (o be applauded.

10, Vicarious experience. To make it simpler, litersture. can tidos resislers to the past, to the future, to ploces
they have pever heard or seen o imaginmry time and planet. Litermigre can take regders o so many life
evperionces or other lives na manvy as the mimber of siories or poems or dramas - available in the library o
i PO Showes.

In peneral, the rewnrds resders can gel from réading of leaming abuul literatore propoded by Lukens
prood thoz aside from being enterinining, hterary works are actunlly instrecting. In other words, literary work
ity abde 1 brogden the reader’s Ioeiron ond insight. Foo example, readers can see other aliernative views of
the world by understanding the motive of literary choracters do what they da i the stary. For thal reason,
fiterary courses sylinbus ore designed 1o meke stodents able 1o analyvze the work and traim them o identify
meanings or working fdeas which underlay’ the work they are resding, Moreover, o common leamming
experience i lileratune clagses mainly invalves stodenis rend the work (2 drama, shost Sioey of o poem) and
being ‘asked whaot broad themes the work hove @ offer ind bow stodents gel o such™ o conclusion,
Consequently, becuuse Tiemry cinsses demends stisdénts o be analstic, Us leiming hes been long believed 1o
be pivosal in oaining sludents o think critically.

Ciraham (2014} states that eritical thinking. an ability 1o pose un effeetive quistion and formulate
innovative solution and answers for thise quedtions, §5-0 skill that ene must scquire in the 21" century, In
pthier words, these days vorious organizstions whether commersial on non-profit which nesd personals with
keen abiliny to salve ersudng peoblems the face. 5o, Titernture clusses are, theoretically speaking, comparibibe
with the labor foree end industry, and studerts of liermiuee programes are sciually well peepared 1o compets in
ihe job marke

However, reminiscing the previous: study (Delyvi Wabyuni, 2010 4), students of litersivre ofien fail i soe
that the skill they have already been trdined o to be useful for their coreer or Livelihood because critical
ihinking is an ability which is intngibbe in nuture, unlike one's ability o A% engines or bake cookies. In the
lemig run, (1 this Jssue is not addressed: property, lierduee clusses or programs are in donger of smnding
accused of being elitist or void of any beneflc. Therefore. pedagogically speaking. a measure must be taken o
desipn o liternry class syllabos which stays vue o the elagsical ratomabe why Hierature. matners and ver
relevant o jodos s reakities.
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Crenative Industry apd Literature: the artistic expression and the need to make o living'

Feomie sgnution. glebal soming, wnd the mpid dechne of (essil fuel reserves are some regsons
whe the wirkd's ceonomy s eveing on crealive econormy. in which ereative indusiey a part ol the parcel. A
Llpite Motion™s report (20013) on creotive econgmy memiioned thal it s “not only one ol the most mapidls
grvwing pestors of the world econoiny, it is glso s highly wunsformative one in iemms of inoeme generation.

e weediea T (his subiogec 15 party mspiesd by on anickle witen b Behl Treos pobslhed by The Reconder Omlme o Say 15
N1 8 amriflgl * Cparive Feamiiny whrkwhig wye sceepimnce of anthix exmessices ond need mmake 8 living
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joby creution and export carmings,” In other wonds, ercative economy relies o creativity, so L 15 imeshpustible
that i is very kely o become o sustminabde economic force, For this reason, world™s leading econsmics like
the Uniied Kingdom and South Koren hove been taking defining mesures 1o devebop and expledt it for the
vell being of their aetion, Respording to this lales developient the Indonesian povernmaent issued
Presidentinl Decree Mumber & Year 2008 grounding the fegal basis For ihe development on crentive economy
oriisnled activities in (e country, Monsever, a5 a precumsar for the decree. the Minbsiry' of Cormmmerce amd
Crestive Economy launched o manunl book “Buke Bencona Pengemibapgon Ekenomi Kreatif 2000-2043 in
2008, Aside from disoussing the importonce of creniive eoonomy. 0 the notion, the document serves os an
nificlal peonoal for Indonestan creative cconomy development including definltion and specitic areas which
wre comnfed as within the sphere of ereativie econopy, which are (o) advertising, {b) wrchiteciure, (e} on
mmnrkel, (d} craft, (2] design, () fashion, (hi video, film and photography, {0 interactive pames, () musiz, (k)
perfomming ars |1) publishing gnd printing, (m) compuler and soltayoee, {n) welevision md radiee and (06
tesenrch and developmest {p, 1317} s

Before going further inio the discession of creatve industry i3 actuslly complemenary with licrance
thare i must some ground cléaring peceizary 1o be done 10 sée a clearer pleture aboul bay closely related
betmmss erentive economy, st crentive indusiny, In Buky Bencina Peéngembangan Ekonoml Freatid 2008
HOES (DBR), Bt is said that coeptive economy focusas on the crenting of poods and service by which crestivin
Ia highly primed (p, 9). In the same light with the previcus sitement. Togar M, Simanepang (20100 abens
thal ereative ecoromy i o svstem which melude the process of creation, production, distribition, exchanges,
ond consumption of goods and services which hove . artistic, culiural, sesthetic, ond emotional values for the
costemers {p. L) In this ores, what becomes the ultimate resource s ereative persons ( Howlkins, 2002,
Florida, JMY%, dan Lowter 2008 In this case, eceative indusiry serves as ong of the forms of créative
evonomy. Avcording 1o United Kingdom Department of Culiure, Medin, znd Sports (in Carr, 2009, creative
ifdustries dre “those indusiries which hove their origin i individual ereativity, skill and 1alent. and which
have o potentiod for wealith eod job creation o the gepersiion wnd explodttion of intelleciunl property mnd
conlent (bl dk Al in all, all the stmemenis aboyve lead o o common conclusion that this economic secior’s
muin mspect i3 crealivity, Therefore, since every person was born with some degres of crentivity, evervbods
cun thrive inthis field let slope sivdents who stedied literature in which they are inmmersed with werks which
axis because of the creatlvity and innovatson of their creators,

To servé this purpose of strengthening the already existing syllabuos with ereative indusiry oriented
gompelence, feochers of liersture con use @ model developed by Sr Sumardiningsih etol (2003) in their
restsarch entitled “Creative Economy Edocation Model & & Brideing Cow'ss for Entrepeencisial Clase”
According o thelr sudy, & ereptlve-imdustry-oriemed-class waching materlal misst comprise of a1 lese (1)
topics wiich will generste creative ideas, (2) topics which will creative products, and {3) 1opics. which will
ermable them W develop oreative design, In the context of lemture class, 1o cover these topics ieachers are
supposed 10 be nod challenging vt all because those topics are mosi of the time inherent pan lilerature,
However, twachers dhould be crestive ensugh in pointing out 1 students aboul creative ideas, produocis or
design which they cam create oul of the literary work. One stritegy that [ have tried oot is to invite one of my
students who owns 8 clothing store of which design is dmwn from various lierary worke | osk him o give o
mubai lecdure on his oxperience & o lecatene student. o weites and & husiness min

Mesin Hujan Liternry Clothing Company: o Working example of Creatlve Industry inspired by
Lilerature

flesen Hujan Clothing ts founded by Al Rizki, who grodeszted from English Depanmient, Liniversitas
Megeri Pudang in 2001, Inits enrly vears, this store mainly lecused on selling t=shins with guotations derived
from poeins. stories. or novets, movies and philosophy. Since Aril = olse o writer, some of his -shins bear
hit ldeps and thoughts, He confided the his choiee o ose [rerary quotstions in his prodoct sesves g5 o
marketing ditfferéntistion, @ stralegy o compete with odher producers of tahids-who traditionplly fisus on
lunny designs oF pictures. Bespite fis tender ape. Arif claimed thai his products hove afresdy bod a fanane fan
tesc b which potroas and customers and peders comne from mony eltes o Indonesia and abroad, The
lailowing prcfures sre some simples.of products sold g1 Messn Hujsn Clothing Compans-
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Comclhesion

Literature is highly esteemed in wrms of s merit of being both enterimining ond instructing. For thai
reasog, litembure has alwoys been o staple cowrse in education instinnion since antiquity to modern: Hmes
However, the 21" contury sees the rapid development of technology und the internet which somehow makes
fferature less sedevam ag o scurce of wisdom ond entenainment, Therefore, teachers of liternfore need 1o
rework their syllabus in order o keep students being exposed fo good things which ore traditionally crediced
io literuture sasch a5 critical fhinking ability, and the same time prepare them to be competitive s the job
market or indusiry, The plagsible afiermative teachers can choose from s 16 infuse the exsting syliabus for
thedr liverature class with ereative-industry-orienied competences, Creative industry apd lterpiure i indesd 2
very likely communion becmezse both heavily rely on creptivily and maovation, This move is imponani inoa
winy thit it shows students the prsctical benefit of studying lternture. Therefore. the creative-industry-Infused
wvllshus ennfirms the primabee that Rierature 15 olece o wiife, sweet and usefol
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