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Abstract

Linguistics is needed in Enghish langunge teaching bovause i helpstcachers explain the English components
and strociures to the students. Every. language hos o svitem or nguistic roles tha con be bearmned in ferms of
plimeology, morphology, swinx, and  semontics. However, Englisk lanpeage teaching shiwld e
imeorporated with ofher fields such sy psychiology, education, copnilive science, anthropology, language
aciuisition, socolegy, bilingualism, god bBnguagpe Eeching, Knowing the Stodents is very important for the
tencher im ovder th oreate condusive ciassoom stmospheres. The teacher needs to have empathy and
patience tpward the students and he should be able v plice himselF i e students”™ position, In general, the
purpose of English teaching is 10 enable the students @0 use the lsngusge for communication Moently wed
approprigtely both in oral and written forms. In order 1o achieve this purpose, the teacher msst realize tha
ihe stuwdents are pot bionk spaces thaf eon be Gilled with knowledge: The tescher can funetion as a coach,
moderitor, or sdviser but be should give freedom o ihe students t experiment, ask questions, mnd express
thedr idess. Teaching English as o foreign fusguage involves a lot of knowledge and stretegies. An English
temcher s expected Lo know the students and teaching objectives, the subject matier, some tenching methods,
and broad general knowledge. Furthesmore, an Enghish teacher musd have strong metivation in doing his job
in order to be-a gpood model for the studenss,
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Tntradactiom

Loangenge is.a means of communicaton of theughts and feelings, Everyone needs longuage 1o survive
and gl progress b B Some pesple dse only thelr native lingusme and they hove limited aceess to other
peapte. Dot mony pesple strive 1o learn of acguite other fangurges in order (o get more success in e, One of
the langunges being chosen is English due 1o iis strategie function in the wirld,

Millions of people kearn English a5 o second o foregn bungunge begouse it is probably  the most
imternntional lenguage all over the woeld Inorelation 1o thal, efforis have been put on bow o make te
English teaching more effective. The English longuage feaching has become an Imporant activity o ennhle
people v use the lunguage both in oral end written forms

In Indunesia, English is faughi beginning from elémentary schoal level up to the university level. It is
a required subject for envolbment w o higher level of clucotion, especiolly for gradeate and post-graduste
studies. The role of English hos become increasingly important for internptiomned rades, commerse, smd
tourism, We can probably say that English has become the language of the world, A lob of people all over the
waeld are dnterested in lwaming English moorder o succeed in vorious felds, particuluely Tor the: higher
edusition lewvels,

Due to-the increasingly imponant role of English. it is necessary For ws o jmpreve the aquality of
English language teaching theough o bener understanding of good teaching methods that are suitable and
apphicable Yor gur sludents, We peed o understond the pptore of longuoge ond the nabure of lnnguage
lewrming. In order to understand the notore of lnnguage we nesd o learn lingistos.

Briel Review of Relsted Theorhes

Linguistics is needed in English longusge tesching because i helps feachers explain the English
conmiponents and swrectures o ihe siudens. Linguisics s & source of theories wbout the ofgonization and
structure of lmguage and it can be applicd for weaching methods. Applied linguistics can help teachers in
developing @ meshodokogy bosed on 0 eorefuliy graded grommatical and lesacal syllabos with the following
chwrneieristics: the syllabis is structinad with graded bocabulary levels, mesningful presentotion of structiores
bt cormtesls through the wse of sitmstions o coniesiunlize new eoching poines, and the segquence of elossramm
nctivities siarts from presemation to controdled practice. 1@ freer production. This i also called structural-
situntivmal approach (Richards, 20600 L

There are different iheories concerning lunguage weaching and leaming ond each has atrengths and
weskmeases Some ol th faimous theanes spriny Ieen behavionsm, cogritivism, and construclionism, Some
methods ol teaching that have bean applied by lanpuage teachers are the following: Grammar Translation
Mutlod, Dhicecy Method. Structisal Method. Reading Method, Aodie-lingaal Method, Siwationn] Method,
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and Ceenmisnicabive Approach, Behavionsm siresses on student s observable behayior o ereate auiomatis
learming, including the dise of insireciional cwees. practice, and reinforcement. The role of the wmcher s i
determine swhal tvpe of cues that can priduece the destred response, W creile conducive situntions o achieve
the target by peowiding stimuli in conducive envirenmenta] condition,

Agcording 10 behaviorists, second |ungusge seguisition. is the aoqmsition of o sew bebevior, The
envicommenl i% the most importan fcor i ldorming which isvolves devéloping responses To-enyironoeenial
stimudi, 11 the responses receive positive reinforcenvent, they swill become hablis [T the responses receive
punishment, they will be obandoned, Thereloee, the students fearm o boguege theough habil Formmation,
Students. hiarn a Janguage by imitating sounds and stroctures shot they hear T the envidnment. Lifgusge
beaming Is considered similar to any other kind of leorning, Learning consests- of developing responses to
cavironmiental simuoli To leam 8 second or forsign language, o student st fmitele commest models
repemtedly (Parten & Willinms, 200K}

Richapds. er of, { 1986) stated chng behaviorism has an imporant mfleence on pevchology, education,
pad {onquage teoching. Bebovior s interpreted m temmg of stimulus and response, The process of languope
tenching con be explnined In terms of condifioning, o process of shaping and melding of behavios. Desired
behovior is induced, whereas opdesitable behavier is extingaished. According 1 Eapen, some implications oi
behuyiorism tward language teaching and learming are as follows: Language is leami only through use and
priclice bnd i1 cannod be pwghl withowl  context or silustion. Predection of correot linguistic response
respuires effort ond attention, The spoken langunpe comes befoee the writen form, Legming {5 faster when the
learner is placed inco situation and when the correct response 1ooa stimudus s immedistely gonfirmed or
reinforced by lurther practice.

Struciurnl Hnguistics comribuics o the emerpence of Audio-lingusl method bazed on the theory of
pehavioriam which sises tat lengusge leaming depends on hahll formatsen Bloomfield (19492:17) saied
that lengeage leaming i overlewrning and anything less |s becoming useless, The implication aof this
atpiement is thot students should repest p certpin pattern wntil they master it and it beoomes nutomatic
Teaching techmiques utilize répetition of dialops and pottern practice for the purpose of automatization.
Avearding w0 Hiverd (1964}, Audiolingualism has the pssumptions that habiis are strengthened by
retiforcenient, Toeeign labpuage kbt ore formed by giving the night response, ond longusges behnvior can be
lewrmned by indocing stedent 1o behave, Positive reinforcement of sccurale imitations and coerectlon of
irmecurate imitation facilitites the learning process.  Active student partbcipation i5-on mpodanl element aff
the leorning process. [deal leaming conditions occur when there e plenty 'of occurale models  ond
inmediale condunt feedback, Students should be exposed to o lot of target language examples They should
imitate the terget lanpumge examples repeatediy and receive appropriale feedback,  An English teacher 1s
prpoeted b know lingnistizs or spplied lingoistics so that they con give fpedback gnd correciion o the
students,

Cognitivism stresses on the process tal sccurs indide the humon mind, the scquisition of fonguspe,
and the internal mental structure, The role of the teocher is to undersinnd the position of the students whe
have different expedicnces that will infleence the lcaming owtcomes. the teacher alsn determines the most
effective manner 1 ofganize new information and provide feedbock. Chomsky staied that human lenguage
cmed b explained simply in lerms of observable stimuli and responses. The penerative transformational
linguist is imeresied not only in descrlbing language, but alsg in drriving st an explonatory level of adeguacy
in longunge sudy,  According io epgnitive pasvchologists, meaniog, understanding ond knowing ore
significant dita for pavehological sady, They ey W diseover underlying motivations snd deeper strociures
of human behaveer using misoml appronch;,

The lzaming processes according o the copnitivisis ore o8 follows:

I'he lewrmer condiders & new sliuation as-a problem o be solved, The lepmer pnalyzes the problem ond
ries o identily the elements or components of the new siluation, The new situation is compared with the
perivcEnusly encoumicred situntion using o memal  Niing ndex” system o find oot B 00 12 similar o daiferent,
[ commpusrisan will result fnoaplan or stridegy o deal with the new situation by testing it The plan is tried
il Lose (F B8 works or not. [F it works, it is stored in the lliog system for future use, Bot 0F it docs not waek,
it b= abandioped. According 1o Gass (2003} imteraction in language leaming 15 siimulazed by commiamicativie
preasune ond examines he relationship berween commuonication ard scquisition ond the mechanisms sich as
vl g wmd attention that mediale bebween them, Input rofors o the languoge that = exposied 1o the leamer
mul Ot s on essentinl component for leaming in the sense thal ot peovides the crucial evidence kom which
lzarrors. cun (orm lnguistie ypotheies, Interaction relers to the conversations thal leorners participate in.
Pferuetions provide lewmers with informotion shout the commeciness. end incorreciness of Useir utieninees,
I oo {19960 stoted that there s a strong relodionship bebween interoction and leaming. [nferaciion approwch
sitemipEs o aeeount for lewming thremgh the leamer's exposare o lnguape, production of language, and
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lecdbeck on i produstion. Idemelion and lcarming eon be linked using cognitive comeepl derived fromi
pavchologs, sisch as noticing. working memory, and aftention.

Constructividm stresses on fiow (0 constroct the meaning of & word or thing besed on the student’s
understandfing, It can be corried out through individieal exporience and schema. The rode of e eacher §s 1o
ask the students to fegm 10 consirct meaning. assimilale ond seeommodate the student” peioe leaming o the
resy ones. Broyn (2001 ) stuted thal consirectivism is @ sebool of thasight that emphasizes the leamer’s role in
constructing meaning our of svailable Bnguisue input ond the importonce of socil inesaction in crenting o
mew lnguistle syatem. According to Taber {20061, comstructivism theory has the following characteristics;
Konowledge is actively constructed by the [zarner, not passively received from outside, Leaming is something
done by e leaener, not something thac is imposed on the leamer, Leamness come 1o the learming stiuation
with exbsting idens about many phenomena. Some of these ldess are ad e ond vnstable: others are more
ceeply rovled wnd well developed, Learners hove their own individual knowledye ond understanding absout
tle world, but there are also similarities and common patiems in their idens. Some of these ideas are socially
and culterally socepted and shored and they are often pan of the lngusge. supported by metaphors eto.
Longuage lenching hos io tdke the learmor’s existing idias serlously. Lewrners construst their Enoawledge
throtgh collaborative interaction with the physieal world in social, cultural. and linguisiic environment,

There are different  varieties of English and the distinetive features can be described and toughe
through the wse of approprinely selected texts and carefully. - devised practice exercises © (Howatt,
I9R42220, Basic lunguage is made up of senstence panerns, structurdl or funclional words and nor-structecal
visgabulary which ang comimon @ all scientifie disciplines and form the essential framework upan which the
specinl vocubulary of eoch discipline 15 superimposed (Ewer and Latoere, 196%kix). Bul in genernl, it is
alwuys better o start teaching English for generul purposes liesd before teaching English for speeifiz
purposes. The reason is Lthat the general English is basic or fundamental for communieation. It i not likely
that the students will bo able 1o handle English for specific porposes without being able 10 use general
Engtlish,

There are many theories related wosecond thogusge leaming and sogquisition. The theories may be
related o other fiekds of ksowledge and sciende. For exwmple, sccording to psychology some people read and
comprehiend written lexts fuster and bester than others. Feople vary in their ability 1o retain information in
thear memony. In other words: people sury in their working memory capacily, in the sense that some people
hive grester capacities for processing nformation compured with others, (Pacten and 'Williams, 2007)
Generative linguisic theory on second language acquisition tries to explain and aceount for the matune wmsd
teguisition of mieriangmege competence (Whide, 2003 ). Lonpuage use |5 sssumed w be based on an rbstract
liguintie sisiems o menial representaiion of phonolegy, morphology, syntax, and semantics, The knowledge
of fungusge is unconsciows and it is derived from Univerial CGrammar, Our knowledge of langunge goes
bexund (e inpul in numerous wavs, People can understiond and produce sentences that they have never heard
before-and they know thal certain structures are not grammatical without being tmught, They also know that
certain inlerpremtions of seplences pre pot possible in cenaln oonvexis,

Dt Annlysis and Discusslon

There have been 50 many methods of waching English gz 8 second or foreign langsoge offered by
experts. Each of them has swengths and weakimesses. There 15 o0 single method that cun overcome all English
teaching problems.  Things depend on the objectives of teaching English us 2 second or foreign language.
Some courses focus on reading ability nnd therefore they use various reading methods o achieve their goals
iMhers may stress on the ability 1 speak und a5 o result they offer wing diabogs and conversations until the
stipdenes are capable of expresane thelr ideas usiing English,

Titone (1968) mention=s two basic held positions in English language teaching. The lirst is form-
focused teaching which emphasizes the waching of the mles of grommar, stnectures, the vocabalors
development. and the language sounds, The second is meaning:focused teaching which emphasizes langunge
use. communication fluency ond appropristeness of expressions in different situmtions. Applied linguists
focus on the fields of linguistics ond psvchology to provide more effedtive teaching methodology, Corder
[ 19638) stated thor applied lingeisticy Iy o callection of wpplications of finguistics ot various levels of langooge
tedching operation. Conk and Wei | 2009) stated that appiicd linguistics i an interdisciplinery (feld, 1t can
deal with practical langisge and commiunication problerms by idetifying, snalyveing. and solving processies
utilizang availnhle theores and methods, Rosenbaum {1966 ) mentions two objects of Hnguistie sessarch they
ure ;o determine precisely the consirging or rules thet goven the form of the construcls emplesved in the
linguibtic descrption of human lenjuage, and o determine the pariculor Tnstances of the deseripiive
constricts ol human linguage
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Halliday, Melnesh, and Steevens {19650 mentioned that Tingeistics s very selevant and aseful o
second language tenching. Linguistio description of linguage components of lsnguage teaching [s very useful
for lpnguape feachers. [onguage teachers moveive - knowledge. of linguistic theory o idech langozoe.
Finpuistics contributes to the theory of lanpuage teaching, The knowledge of Hageistic theors 15 used g q
device to help langmge eachers. Chormsky { 1964) considers the grammar of lanpeoge a5 something thn
erabies us (o speeify rules which consitule competence in o mative speiker.

But we coan probably soy that linguistics canms be seporated from ingusge teaching woeld. We can
seg, for eximple, the contribution of phonalogy in enobling teachers o dingnose the sladents * problems in
proqouncing words and then give them feedback for correction. By Knowing arijculators phonetics. English
teschers can give solutions 1o the students’ pronuncintion problems. From morphology, wachers and sudents
can learm and snalyvee the word formation process in order o gel beter pereeption of words being studied
Fuor exumple, they can enderstand thot words are composed of roots and affikes ond hence can figure ot the
resrliing mepning of words, Froom swvidas, ieachers and studears enn beam and endersumd the sonstrustion of
wonds 1o become pheases, elowses, und sentences, For nstisnes, o grammar can allow movement of élements
fri the sentence, such as: vou sid whet™ or 'Whit did »ou say7 Henoe, they will Be able 1 condbruct earrec
illeTonees of sentences. Samantics contributes to o belter compeehension of wlerances or senlences,

In sddition, we need 1o understand social factors that imlluence the student’s success in learning os
scyuiring English. Student’s leaming occurs when he or she pankcipates in family. life and peer group
interactions. We cun observe that the more ofien people practice the language, the better they will be in using
the langunge . When interactions occur in natursl wiys we can expect the shudents 1o sequire the secoad oe
foreign language, Langunge aequisition peeds constant practics and the students st be éncouraged §o use
the turgel language all the time so that they will be fluem ond effective in wsing the languoge for
communication,

Conversely, when people do nol use i second langaage tor o long time, they will get difficaltics o
expresging their ideas using the lanpuege, or ot least they will feel awkward 10 use the language.

Hoowever, the suceess of English teaching depands to a lorge exient on the quality or compeienes of
the teacher in running the English program. Seme of the qualities thm an English eacher needs to employ are
the following @t establish & good ropport o the slodenis by having jrood personality und communicating
enthusiusm for the subject matter, to employ various techniques to teach new lessons in clear and interesting
wany's by refating langosge forms, functions and meuning to contexed relevant wo the students’ interess, and 10
iy varouE activities W develop the four linguage skills | lisientng, speaking, rending. and swriting, Las
It ot desas, thee teacher is expected 10 be o good linguage mode| Tor the students.

Comelusions and Supgestions

Despife the many teaching methods that are available Tor Eogllsh feachers, it is necessary 1o seleot the
ones suitshle for owr teaching purposes. The students’ needs must hecome the focus of our sttention and
instruction, The sweess of our English teaching depends on the siedents’ achievement in terms of (he
objectives already determined before the program starts: English teuchers must be open mindest wnd resdy 1o
continoe leaming and siriving for better teaching reslts, All necedtsary information and knowledge miust be
utifiped 1o make the English teaching socoessful. 18 i% pecessary for English teachers 1o sealize that the
students hove different backpround knewledge und bearming sivies, Therelore, the tedcher must provide
different technigues to guide the students during the teaching leaming provess. Linguistics is @ good source
for English texchers 1o be used in thelr teaching career becawse it is o scientific study of languape, Evers
lunguage has @ system and it can be expluines] by linguistic knowledge. English teachers must be able o
selet instructional molerigls such os books, journzls, audic-video tape mecorders and cassenes, selfaccess
aned computerized linguuge |[ndiruction to facillae: lnnguage learming so thot the siudents con achieve
cifective Innguage leamming {Richards, 2001:230)

We need 1o realize that [anguape teaching methods might change from me b Wme jus) ke fashions
Mg we con aiwiess jedoe wiether o certaim method i suitable for our purposes. It is importans for us 1o be
ipesi-rrinidéd and ready 1 try new methods for the purpose of improving the guality of our English weaching
Enghi=h langunge teaching needs a lob of knowledge and strategles. A good English eacher must b highly
mpdividked toocarry oul his job. [0 will be an advamage wiwn an English weacher enjovs weaching because he
stll be able (o motivate his stsdents to lenm. He should establish rapport and develop students’ maotivision
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