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Aldmiract

Swnddard Engfith and General Americun are pan of varleties of English that are used and learned in
education warld. Formerly only Standard Engfish had been tugind, bt recently Genernl Amerizon hos beeh
taght ws well. Mowndays, both varisies of Genersl Americun snd Standard English are found in unfversits
*of Indonesia. Basid o this phenasmiens, the writers think, some probiem may oceur when deciding which
variety (o teach in the classeoomn. The purpose of this study i3 to find out the attitudes of eight EFL lecturers
of English toward different varieties of English, namely Standard English nnd Genernl Americun, Likewkse,
the researchers want to find ol if these varieties are reflected in their classroom tenching as well as wht
their views ate on studeni’s use of the variety of English in guestion. The sudy was carred out i Islamic
miversity of Rinu Pekanbiang, The porticipants wene interviewed by “alternative™ and “open ended”
questions. The results of this sudy shewed tha the Standard English variety wos most frequently e
emong English lectirers al Islamie University of Riau when teaching speaking English thas the Generat
American variety, Furthermore, the lecturers’ varieties illustraled that Stindard Enplish was considered as
“formel”, edncared”,  “pefine”, Vhetter copxtrnction of semténce”, eleetora General American was
described as being “riendly”, “simple”, “comoonly used™ "yinng appeaached ' and w0 on,
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Introduction

English hos many dilferences in use: such as; dinfects, varieties und soients by many peopie in the
world especially in spraking. In teaching speaking. lecturery sometime use Standard English varietes and
the others use Ceneral Americun. The two varieties, Standard English and (General American are often tsed
by lecturers in teaching materials There is no “befier™ or “worse™ for the varicties of haoth British and
American because they have adventapes depending on how and whine the langunge ued,

The ability 10 uie English s aecessary for sudies; travel in other countries and for social and
prodiessional international contexs. As we know, the use of English nowadays has spread all over the world,
Peoaple use English to Interact with the others who ¢ome from different places and lingunges. Then, in
scademic: atmasphere, English I= widely nsed by scholars: not only in internationnl clisses, but also in
mational clisses. The schalars are encouraged 1o huve u good skill in English, Tn this case. Englisk has
esseniiol rdes in some context of situations,

Preisler { 1999:262) states that teaching o foreign longuape beging with the cholee of th particular
reglonal andfor seclal variety of the language, which is o provide the leamers’ linguistic model. However,
wonntless of people around the world speak English, und 2% 8 result of this many different dialects con be
used a5 u model of pronuneistion when teaching Fhalish. Rinnerdal and Johansson (2005212} claim that such
o model should be n dialee that i easy to undersand wnd ot restricted 1o o cortaln social or peographical
wrem, Thot is, it should be u form of English encountered for exampie when travelling, and a form Toe which
there is much teeching matedn] pvpilnble

In- English program of FKIP-UIR Pekanbarw, English Is a core subjiect: COeneral Amerlcin and
standard English are used by the kecturers and stodenis. The goal for teaching English to the students is 1o
deepen Students’ understanding of English as spoken lnngusge in different parms of the world, and
improvetheir ability w understund the contents of communicai ¢ English in vartcties of medisd Skobverket),
In the previous, Standard English is the only variety tught in English presram of FEIP-UIR Pekarsbarg, bt
in the new Carriculum. &t bs chorified that Stondend English or General American cun be used when
tewching English (Erickson, 20091 So. lecturers can choose between the two sisndard varieties Seancird
English or Genoenl American when 1eaching.

The purpose of this researcll 5 1o determine the most Irequently besween Generml American and
Stoncderd English variety used by Englishieciurers when teaching Speaking sl semester four of English
progrum of FEIP-TTR Pekanban,
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The mstruments used in this eesearch in interviews B i 1o find ool whal i the most freguently
lunguage varbeties used by beclurens in weaching speaking and whether both Generad Americun and Standurd
English ure reflected in the dassroom. Bo leeturers bave opinions sboul Stondird English and General
American?

There pre some questions as interview guideline asked o the tecturess; they are;

I. Whad English variety do vou [requently Speak’? Wha!?

2. Which varieties do vou preler o-speak, Conernl American or Stadard English?

WhT

3, What variety |2 beang tieght in vour speaking class?

i, Which variety— Cemerd Amencen or Stendwrd English—would you like vour —

studenis i speak® Wiy

3, What do vou think of General Anverican and Sundond English variety in speaking?

This interview expected o colleet the information thal related wath the most frequenily use of English
varbety by leclirers incteaching speaking, which variety - Stondard English or Generul Amerfcan vorlety uied
m iEaching and leaming process,

I short, it §s necessary 1o conduct the research enfided “An Analvsis of Standord English and General
Americun Vurleties in Teaching Speaking of English Program of FEIF-LIR Pekanbaru,™

Heview of Related Theories

Pyles and Algeo (19932 2125 s that “English 15 unimistakebly one lngusge, with o mafor
mathomal varketies: Britldh and Ameneon”, Thomas of ol (2002:175) add that there are some vadetles of
| Stnndardl English globally. Monetheless, there are two major stamdard varieflies; Standard English and
‘ Standard American English, which bath, in spite of sharing many similarities, alse hove their differences.

I additiom, Thoemas ex al (20042 174) explain that "part of the ideslogy of Standerd English is that it is
the “carnect” form af the lunguage and that ather varieties are “incomect”. Funthermore. they make alear that
Stancherd English is the dinlect of institutions soch as govermment and the law: it 1s the dGalect of ey and
education; it 5 the dialect twght a5 “English’ w foreign leieners) and i1 is the dinlect ol the higher secial
clagses”; Unes adding thay Ssandsrd English w the prestige form ol English.

Accarding 1o Svartvik and Leech, (2006:153), the most opporent differences between British English
and Genernl American con be detected In vocabulary as well 26 in pronuncition and spoken. So many wirds
differ in British English ond Gereral Amercan, For insasce, in Ceneml American one uses the word stare,
whilst the British English equivalent (s shop, Inoterms of the pronunciation of postvocalie /v - L Use
sound afier & vowel inowords like srove. cov and farker - there is-an additions! olwious differerice batwien
British English and Generol American. People who speak British English do s pronounce the /v/, while
people speaking Geneml Anerlcan do [ Modiano 1996:15),

| Furthermore, Trudglll and Hamah (192454} stute thal there are also words thad differ in teems of
stress. For instance, in words 1ike aodress, mogezing and ofgoreine, people who speak British English stress

the last svilable while people speak Geeneral American stress the Nl

! Moreover, Trudgill und Honnah alss put forward that there are differences. between British English
and Ceenernl American in terms of speliing; For exomple. in General American one spells eolor without the
fwl, while in British English the same word iz spell gs coforr. What i3 more. the word cenira’ceniter 15 spellt
cerre in British English and cemer fn Geneml Amedean, There are glso differences in the final sound in
words likoe arehice (Cieneral American) and peodyse (British English) (Trudgill & Hannoh 1994:84).

Dased on the theories nhove, the ressarchers concluded that there are some aspects con be analveed |n
Stnndard English and Cenernl American vorieties. bui thi reseorchers just analyzed three aspecis; vooabulory,
PrOnUBCTALION, Srammar,

Diala Analvsis and Divenssion

The researchers ued intgrvies o find o what eight Fecterers” thoughts about the most fregueisly
vanehes use between General Americnn or Sandord English in teaching speaking and whether these English
varicties are rellected when they wre teaching i the classsoom. Do lecturers have preconceived opinions
aboul Stondard Enghish ond CGeneral Amenean” Furthermorg, the researchers onalvee the resulis of intervies
as follows

I What English variety Stendard Englivh or Gesvernd Anverican dv yoi frequently sprak?® Whg?

Based on the result ol intlerview. the researcher found that 30 percent {dorgl of lecturers used Standard
English, 37.5 percent (Jorg) uses) Ceneral Ameriean, and 12,5 {(Torg) used Stmndard English and General
American, |51)ond | 54] stme that they spoke Standard Enclish in teaching speaking because tsey were from
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Vistralizn Liniversity, So, they spoke Swmndard English in evers: simtion.  Amother keclurer (520 wsed
Cartieral American in teaching speaking. He daid that he wses more General Amerlcan in leaching spanking
beviuse he has some natdve speskers of Americin. So be liked CGenernl American to speak in all| of situation.
In mddition, (56) wsed Stndard English in teaching becoose she taught English Course studenis that wied
Slandard English, (53) explained thai she used both sarieiies — Stundard Evglish and General Amerfeon —
whien speaking. She pomted out that the reason for speaking Standsrd English and General Arerican beciiss
tbe was very much inlluenced by her lecturers.

Moreaver, (53) spoke Stondard English becouse she grodunted from aneof Malsy University thm
commonly uses Stonderd Engish, (57) und (58) informed thot they spole General American caused by
influencing of the movie, TV and they also siate that General Amesican were friendly md much easier,

Biazed on the staftements above, the neearches coneledes that there are severnl $ilerent meascns lor
spenking 8 certaln variely of English, and the environment has s slgnificant rale in ihis situntion; Ineddition,
fhe variety that 1= used by the lecturgrs whether it iy Standard English or Genernl Amerlean is very much
connected 10 their emotional liking os well as experionce. Hewever, it can be geen that the mujority of the
levlurers angwer that the use of particular variety of English becouse they were influenced by their
eivirmonment, [ecturer and previous edocation,

X Which variety do you prefer to speak, General American or Standard Enpllch? By ?

Lecturer as {51) said that she preferred Standard English. beepuse she assumed that Siandard English
was “palite 7, “formal” and “educaned” than Genern! American,  Another lecturer (S4) statesthat she prefem
Stundard English because she used o this vorigly in communbeasion with other, Twe maole lecturess (575 and
{58) stated that they preferred General American because il 1+ exsy 1o use and easy 10 be understood in dails
conversolion. Then, ang femabe decturer (53} who spoke mix of StandsrdEnghish and Cenenid American
painting out that this was very much depends on the emvironment stmosphere )/ shink thar the fansiage iy
influernced by the emvironmens atmosphere 7, (55) declared thae she spoke Standard English sinos this varlen
soands “eveme " god Medincaded |

I mefdicbon, one lecturer (56) informed thai she liked Standard English beciuse “Recefved
Fronunciation " she thought that it is the importance o use proper and correct English, One lecturer (82}
prefirred General American beciuse he thinks i |8 commonly used in conversstion, He s sald iho
speaking in General American varietymore - “aewtral” andessier regatding pronunciation ond vocibulary,
which are some of the miny reasons for dpeakingCieneral American. ! Hink shar 5 fx common qd moamy
penpie prefer i variehy 1o speak”™

Bosed om explanaticn above, it is elear that all of the lecturers o5 porticipant in this research have their
SWTH FENEONS N using.n cermin vasetly of English in leachmy speaking. Furthermore, the researchers think
that there is no problem what variery is used by lecturer when teaching and communicating,

A Whae varivty i belng tonght s potr closseoom ? 1Phe?

Lecturer (53) spoke Sandard English and General American &t the time when tesching and
communicating, she thinks that ft is important 1o presend the eeluonship between Generl Amerfenn and
Slandard English 1o the studenis. since they (Genernl American and Standard English) influence each other.
He continues by clarifying: "Fhere are some differencoy between  these vartetes be seeh ax iy
promurciatio. S, o thiok et Bt ix DK to mix theor as well ay sy stedents andeestand ™. The' resenrchers
certainly agres for the reason that it may be difficult 1o teach and leam how to distinguish prommciation of o
foreign lerguge like English where pronunciation differs with the vardous didlects, S0l the researchers
beligve that the leciurer miist be sware of the differences and be ably i explain them if necessaey, 1P a learmer
of English doss not distinguish the differences - in pronunciation. vocabulary, and grammar - between
Cieneral American ond Stondard English. it con make hershe confise o wse the variety in speaking.

Lecturer (51} thought that using Swodard English when tesching speaking can increase the studems
knowledie in using Enulish variety she added ber statement; “Stawdard Emglich iv wove edhecated than
Lidrven Amevivon, 50 ax o fedcher comdidate -ory aivdens shoald commprehomd Standard English for thely
skt variely ", 1 is the reason why she chose Stindard English variety in leaching speaking, Une of male
lechwrer (57} said thar e gkt General American because it is more interested for the sudents because i i5
commionky used inosooin internclion.

Then, one lecturer (52 ) stated that e wied Caenesyd Ameorican when eoching because his students hove
o hore positive fespond 1owards this variety, General American than Standoaed English becaise the students
used o henr Gemeral Americen i therr duaaly [He g om movie and oltber enterininments. Another leclans
(5] thinks that Standard English appears more ~podite and”, “heirer eomsirwetiog by seatence thon General
American. So, she used Standard English varfery when teaching especially when teaching speaking. Another
becturer {53} suys thar Standaed Enghish s impormt o be lewmt Becouse it iz necessiry to continu her slidy
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i abrmoad. Furthermore, o femake lecturer (54) wies Swndard English because she finds it “greai™ and
| enrreed . Ooe lecturer (58) thinks thut Genersl American varbety “wrake siudents comifors”™ because 11 is
T T
The stements above indicated thal four [50%) lemide lecturers ised Standerd English i teaching
| speakmy hocaese the shedents need 1o lenn some varicties of lengaage sisch 18 Stasidard English and Cleneral
American, it is 1o add their s&350 in using langunge in speaking when they teach latter.  Furthenmore, three
137.5%) male lecturers used General American variety in teaching  they thoughs General Amercan thal il
was ebsier 1o understand by sudemts.  Meanwhile, one (12.5%) lecturer mix both Standord English ond
Crenernl Americun in tesching apenking, the lecturer used both Standard English and General Ameriann in
Tzaching speaking becmuese it 4 pecetsary o know other variety in speaking not ooy one varicty,

& Which variety - General Arserica or Stendard Englivly — would yoir Bke your

I studanis o spegk® Wiy?

The teacher {81} liked her students to speak Standasd English becnose she thoweht that this variety is

rvere perlie et il orman™ Another lecturer {54) soid that Stanidard English 5 more acoepied 1o

| ' speak in differenl varictics of English lately; she wants her students to be familinr with several varicties and

' not onty one. In-oddition, & female lectorer (56) also-stated thet she [ike her students use Standard English
frequently; it is o make ber swidents familiar in wsing this vanely, Furthermore, one female leoturer (55)
made clear thal she preferred her students io use Standard English because this vartety was Tormad one, i
revdied by students to know 1o get the job because Standard English used in many office and formal place.

In addition. ancther leciurer {5T) liked his siudents ssed both Standard English and General American
bt she prefers s students use General Americon to speok in communication.  He added his siatement that
the students hove bevefit i they leamn different virietes und nol ledrn one varety only,

Furthermore, one lecturer (53) mformed: "American Eaglish s commanly wee ™. He sayvs that this
vatiety has 9 “wounger appeeoach ' which is another resson why students should use this variety. Moreover,
o lecturer (58} pornded out that he prefers his students io speok General Amerbcan bociuse i 38 fHenaly and
Yafappale o ",

The lasi leoturers {53) explained that she supporteéd her students s mix those Stundord English or
Cieneral Amercan, She hoped his students con wse bath Siondard English snd General American because
both Standnrd English ond Generol American were uselol for the students w know and masiery,

' Polnis ot of statements above are theee lecturers support their studenis fo use American English in
speaking and commuenicatben, bt four lecturers prefier their studends use Standard English. Another lecturer
chacses mix both of them to wse by her students. She thinks 1t s better for the studiems o keow both Standand
Erghish and Generil American,

HWhat do you think of General Arrericon and Stondard English?

All of leciirers have the same opinion about Genernl American and Standerd Englisle They atased
that Standard English is the form of English wsed in the Unied Kinpdomn and Ceneral Amedain is form of
Enghish used in Unibed Stanss. The twio vanetes of English most widely found in speaking and taught aroand
the world are Hritish and American.

Four of Lecturers said that Sendard English used in formad sipuneon but General Amencan in
informai situusion, Another apinon oF three lecturess was Suindatd English wos morg polife thon General
Adnerican, Che of thise comments was: “lederaldmericdn & nformal i e meamchifle Srandard Englisk
weseal i formnd simntion ", Furthermore, antther lecturer siples th this variety — General American is
“mimyprle " aned Vcommonly eved”

Three lecturers elaim thot General Amesicen is easier 1w understand than Standard English, Ome of
these becturers highlights: “General tmerican v easivr to comprehend thon Siondord Engfish . A male
leciuresr thoushn thot Crenernl American was frfesaiind casicr fo proaonece * In pddition, one leclurer soid
that Geperal American used os Shwesmoiionnl Seeguege . Furthermare, one male leciurer found that General
Ameriean was Vepaler” than Standard English. Another lecturer found out thut the intonation of Ceneral
American s "wicer " Additionaly, two lecturers used the woed “rifce " when expressing something that they
fike. One comment was: “Mandkerd Englivh shoved whed focirer spopks in feacling speabing pariiculaely
in pronuncignor of word “ser”. Twa lecturers claim thmt Standard English is more “educared™ znd has
“heitrer donsirieiae i sevrenoe T when comparison to Ceneral Amencan, Moresver, one lecturor drguoes Ut
Sandard English sounds “fatfer ™ and “sman ™ The mast comman comments, four of eight leclurers concern
Standard English because it hos 1o do with the Formaolity of this variety, e of these comments 15 Seii
Eeglisk b5 piove formal tiandweeican English”

The opinion obove illustrmies that there are many epinion of the lechurérs e sowerds the Twe
English varieties — Slandord Englizh and General Amerdcan - emong the gight leelurers paricipading in this
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oy, Futhermore, depending on whal Dking the lectorers hose they oflen use different words swhen

espluining the susiclies, Woeds like “ealacined’™, “better consirmenion of sentence ", “origingl “und “correct”

ire frequently wied when describing Standard English, while General American i3 perceived os being “oanl™,
rorRger approneh . Coommanil il and skl T efoetera

Copelins b
iiferent English dislect olten expresses sime variglics in speuking. In wddition, there ane some

differenees — fny pronuneiition, yocabolary, and grammor in using Standord English and Genernd American
varieties, Belween these varicles in imeraction difficultbes may essily ocour, That is way, ihe reseorchers
candict this research tw find out of the most frequemntly use Standard English wnd Generu] American variedy
amoag English lectirers of Isiomic University of Riag when teaching speaking.

Based on the result of interview the English varieties — Standord English and General Americon usesd
by lecturers refleted when teaching spooking in the clusssoom and precanceived opinlons about Stnda d
English ond Gemernl Americun, the pesearchers concluded thot the Standdard English sarety is mors-
frequendy imed dinong eight lecturers, than the General Americun variely, The resulis show that the majority
of the lecurers (30 per centh use Siandard English when teoching. Furthemmore, the beciurers’ English
varieties Standand English and Genersl Americon illustrate thit Stendand English {s considered as “formal™,
Vedveated ', Vpaliie ", bener constviclion of sentevice ", etoeters, Cenernl American was desoribed ss being
Uetendly ", Caimplet, commonly used”, Uwownp opprooched™ and so oo, We conclude tht e
characieristics of Standurd English com be seen as more preferred for educational purposes, than these of
Ciemeral American,
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