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TEACHING ENGLISH TO STUDENTS WITH LEARNING DISSABILITIES
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Abstract

In this globalization ere. English is considernd as 0 powerful lonpuage in the woeld 10 ransfir informotion
andd techrology. Thus. English b5 being a subject thut must be wopht on esch level of edugstion in Indonesi,
In teaching Fnglish, teachers should consider the differences of their students, regarding to thelr levels,
mierest, gender, sbilities, cultural, and learning disabifittes. Students’ with bearning disabilities is being the
Focus of this. research. Students with learning disabilities are often caught in u vicious spirul of schoal
fmilure. There hus been o fot of discussion around the wopic of teaching English o studerts with bemrnime
disahilities. Swdents with leaming disabilities hove dysfunctions in processing information iypically found
in languoge-based activitics. They hove sverape or above-avernge intelligence, but they often encounter
significant problems leaming how o read, write, and compule. They also may have difficulty following
ireetiung, stieniding to tusks, organizing asslgnments, and managing time. Sometimes these students appear
for e unmativined or lazy when in fact they are trying 1o the best of their dbility. Moreover, English teachers
have 1o think over the instruction, sctivity, und stretegles that they will use o shudents with leaming
disatulities. Therefore, thiz nesearch will discuss about teaching English to stodents with disabilities: moee
locused cn strutegies used by English reacher in teaching to students with kearning disabilities.
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A, Introductinn

In temching and leamning process, teschis has important roles in transfersing thelr knowledge to the
siudents, controlling the classroom activities, and making the =aching learming process be interested for the
Hudenis, thus the process will be run well, Besides that, the weechir should know whai ihe appropringe
approieches. methods, srategies or technigue which should apply in fesching leaming process.

In our gountry. Indonesia, English s one subjoct must be leamed in the school. English subject Ts
not anly given to the regular students but also given fo the students with learning disabifities. Teaching 10
students with learning disability is challenping 1o the teacher.

Students with kewmning disabilities are stwdents with special chameteristics that differ from studenis
i general without decessarily indicate the inshility of mental, emotional, or physical. They are include
studients with visunl impairment or blindness, students with hesring loss or bearing frpairment, autism.
mantal retardation. dyshexin, students with cognitve delny, cerebeal palsy, and many others.

In tenching English 10 stedents with leaming disabilitios, there gre some strategies which can be
wsed by the teacher. They are teacher-medialed strutegles, peer-mediated strategies, rouline-based strategies,
and specific maturalistic (Milieu) strategies (Gargiulo and Kilgo, 20047, Therefore, this research analyzed the
srateghes wied by English ieacher in-teaching 1o students with leaming disabilities.

B. Brief Review of Reluted Theories
|- Students with Learning Disohifities

Students with learming dizahilities sre children that are unigue in the type and charmetedistics, which
distingoish them from normal sudents in general. This condition requires sn uitderstunding of the naiure of
students with learning disabifities. According 1o Arends (2012) studedts with lowming disnbililies are students
who buve specin] needs or challenging: the inabilily 1o do something such a5 hear. walk. o learn. 1 means
thal the stedents need special ireatment or edocation that suitoble sith them,

Moreover, there are some 1ypes of students with learning disabilities; sccording 10 Arends {20121
Bsward (20008 Tarmeansyvah {20087
i Revelopment Disability oo Delosy
b Deafblindnesy
Deafness
Emadional disturfssmee
Hewring impairment
Flenial petordsibon
Multiple dsabsfities
Ckrthopedic impairmend

R
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Cliber health fmprlrment

Specific learming disability

Spesth or langEage Impakrment

lravemtie brain mjuey (TBH

Visun] impairmsent

, The types of students with learming disahifities that vsed W0 this ressaeh arel Hedring lmpairment,
' Mental Retardntion, and Visdad imporrment, The eeason w choose only that sucdents 5 beesese the studenis
with |;:;]:|_1|r|__|1 Jizabilittes in some 500 (Seboleal Lagr ool o Favakumboh onby conses) il thof amooanl of
dulenis

= B AL

2 Teaching English Strutegies o stsdents with Learming Disabilives
In tenching studests with learning disabilities, there sre some strolegies which con be used by
tzacher, according o Gorginlo and Kilge (2004) they ore

' A, Teacher medisted sirategies
It hos tvpleally been wsed w dedesibe teacher-direcied intervention designed fo promole sooial
a internction. [t divides into some stretegies: {1} Environmenial Arrangements, {2}, Promosting  accoplance.

{31 The provision of Prompiz snd Praise, (4), Accepiing different lovels apd tpes of poriicipation, (5}
honitoring Comminicative [nps

b, Pecr Medialed Strolegics

I was defined as the teaching of a peer to interact with o porticular child amd 0 provide
reinforcement o teat ehild for mrgeted behuviors: s means child will help their friend in learming if they ssill
confused with material which give by the leacher. There are twn types of stregies thal wlilize peer 1o
mediated bearning, they are: | 1), Peer-Initintion Inerventions; & (2). Cooperative Leaniag

<, Routine-Based Strategies

Here, teachers and parents need io underitand thar daily activitids that Have specific purpose also
serve a5 an instroctionn tmes, Therefore, belore staming mostine based instrostion i sould be fmportant tht
all fmvoived with the child (leaclicrs, assistunis. and parénts} are able 1o recognice the variety of skills thot can
be promoted within ihe same routine sctivity. Teaching strategies that belong 1o Rouline-Based Strategies
are: {1} Play-Based Intervention Strotegies, (23, Activity-Based Instruction, (31, Chunging the Content of an
Faisting Activiiy. (4.) Transition-Based [nstruction

d Bpecific Maturnlistic (Milieu ) Sirulegres
* hfilieu stralegies are wsed 1o fociljtte Innpuage skills (especially socin internction contein) thai take
advanisge of the natural environmens {people. moteriols, sctivities) io support leprming. Waripfions of these
naturalistic strufegies include: (1), Incidental Tesching (2. The Model ond Expansion. (3 The Mand-
Wodel, (4}, Time Delay, (3. Interrupied Routing,

. Brata Analysis and [rscussinn

This research was done 1o Enow eaching sieaweges: vsed by English teachers in veaching studbents
with leaming disabilities ot SLB Peyvakumbuh District. They are SLD Luak MNoan Bungsu in East Payakumboh
Disirict, 5LE Tunsnetra in Kote Man 1Y Pavakumbuh ond SLB W Center in Kelwraohon Balpi Betung,

The deia wre collgcted theoegh observation. Neld potes, amd aodiovisoal material. Observation i
conducted 1o know tenching stralegies used by the English wuchers in waching students with lesming
dizabilities. Field notes i3 conducted to know what kappened i the classroom while the woacher waching in
the cipss. Audicvisunl material i8 @ken o omake o videotape, re-check the teachers’ sirntepies in tewching
siudents with leurning disabilities ond make deseription abmal the teaching learning process thon happen in
thae chissanmmm.

The resull of leaching stmtegies wsed by the English teachers sh teach students with beaming
disabilities can be seen in the following table bebaw:

Table 1 Teaching sirniegics used by English lencher P TR
Teacher whe weoch sidentso with lenming disalilioes
leaching strategies The first | The second [ The third The faurth
beacher | beacher teacher teacher

1. Tencher-Mediated Strotegics
B Enj_r:_imrﬂuﬁl_g_r'l_lul nrringemenis |
b, Promoting scceprance ; - E =
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@. The provision flt-}'ﬂ.'llrlah and praise - Ll o
4 Acceptng different leviels and types of - = =
partioipotion ) o
% Momitoring communicoive fnput ¥ | ¥ "
L Peer-Mediated Strateples {

i, FL'E:F\-II'l'II..iEI_i_I.'!l.'! intervantions
| b, Coogerniive leariing - - -

& Routine-Based Strategics

L Flay-based imervention strategien
b Activity- hased instrection -
'L'hungmg the content of ond existing
 mclivity

d. Transition-based instruction - ol i |

-ai.
ﬂ

i I

e o o e o e

[ o Irmdl:mul r:ar:l:]u.g
b, The mode] and expansion
¢ The mind-madel

. Thme deloy -
e, Interrupied routine |
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From the toble above, it can be seen thot there are two English teacher use teacher-medinted
strftegies in the provision of promps and praise ond afl English teachers use feacher-mpdisied sirsfepled in
munitoring communicative inpul. In peer-medinted strtegies there is no English teachers use this teaching
sirpiepy i feaching studemiz with leaming disabilives. In routing-bosed strtegiss thers ore bvo English
wapchers wse petivibysbused instructions os a teaching sietepy ood off English wachers use transition-based
imstruction in teaching stidents with leaming disabilities. In specific nauralistic (miliew) sirategiea, all
e:nglish -teachers wse: incidental leaching and the mand-mudel, three Enghish teachers use the model and
expadizion, and an English 1zocher use fime defoy a5 a feaching sirategy o stedents with learning disshillies.

Based on the explanotion shove, B con be concluded thoi ieaching strutegies which wsed: by English
encher in temching swdents with leoming dsabilities wre teicher-miedingsd straleghes, routine-hased
sirategics, ond specific nahiralistic (Milieu) stategies. There b0 oo English teochers use poer-medinted
wrategies in weaching students with learmimg disubilities.

Based on datn pothered inthe fields, English teachers who teach students with legrning disabilities
used tencher mediated stratepies. routine-based simtegics. and specific naturalistic (Milicu) stratejies while

ieaching. |1 was described in following explanmion beloy;

L. Teacher-Medinted Strategbes

Tencher-mediated sirntegies consists of epvimopmentn] erangemend, the promoting acceptance. the
provision of prompls and praise, sceepling different levels and pes of participation, and morlioring
COMMURLCATVE pul,

In tepching stodents with leaming disabilithes, there two English teachers e tescher-medioted
striteples [n the provision of prompt and praise. This teaching sirotegy showed while the wacher gave 2
“thismb ™ off sabd “good™ 1o the studemis who hove o soereel answer.

Besides thot, in wacher-medisfed siraiegies oll English zochers use monfioring commuanizive inpi
i% o teaching sootepy. [ can be showed while the teachers use of simple vocgbulary and: shorter senlences
wid wleg the teseher used variation in intonation and e of speech while fenching students with leaming
dizabilities

From Lhe explonuiion above, ot can be concluded thal Eaplish teacher who teach stpdents soth
leprning disshifitles. used tencher-mediated stndegies in the provision of prompts and pralse and monktoring
commumicitive inged a5 8 leaching siemegy. All English teachers do nod wse-jeacher-mediated asateiies (n
erivirsimentis] wrmingeinent, the prompling scceplance, and secepling differeni jevéls ard ipes =)
participation in teiching students with feaming disabilitics

i Feer-Mediated Siratepies
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Peer-rmolinted serategies cimsls of peer-infialion morvention ond cooperative leaming. In teaching
English io studenis with learning disabilities, there is no English teacher use this reaching sirategy.

F F Rontine-Based Strotegies

Boutine-based sirategies consist of play-basd fmervenbion strolegies, aviivity-bosed instructions,
changing the conlgint of an existing sctivity, end trunsition-based instrsction

In teaching studeints with learming disabilitles, here o e English teachers e routine-based
sFategles in oolivity-based insiruction s feaching sirotegy, This iesching stralegbes use by the wacher while
the teachers gave reinforment for the students answer.

Furhermore, in rowtine-based straegies. wll English tegehers s trunsitlon-based instruction s a
{enching sirntegy, This tenching strategy used by the fescher while shetie asks the swdents o respond the
question whdeh was give 1o themn.

From the explanation above, it can be concluded that in teaching students with Teaming disabilities,
English temcher use routine-bas=d siratepies in octivily hased instruction and transition-based instraction as
tenching sirofegies. All English feachers do pol wse moutioe-bazed strategies i ploy-bosed intervention
strategies and changing the content of on existing petivity i teaching students with leaming disebifities.

4. Specific Mofuralistic {Milieu} Strategies
Specilie noturplistie (Milieu) sirnbegies congist of incidenial waching, the model and espansion, the
minnd-madel, fime deloy, snd inermupted routine,
In teaching swdents with learming disabilities, thene are three English teachess use specilic nalumlistic
(hdilieu) sirategles In the model and expensdon. These zaching sirmlegivs use by the teacher while she'he
provides o verbal or gesturnl moedel for the students
Besides thal. there 5 an English teacher use specific naturalistic {Milieu) strategies in time delay winle
teaching, These teaching strateghes wied by the teacher while shefle waits the respond from the shudents 1o
begin the internction. There are three English teachers wse the mand-model 03 a teaching strategy. This oot
_ showed while the teacher presenting the students with o direction, commuand, or questions that requires o
' vierbal respomsc from the students: And the last teaching siralegies uses by English tescher are specific
ruitviralistie (Milleu) siealegies i incidenal waching, All English weachers use this uching sirntegy while
temchimg students with leoming disabilities. This fact showed while the teacher set the position near 1o the
students, focuses on the students, msking for more eloboraic lanpeage. and so0 on,

From ithe explanation abpve, |0 can be concluded that In-specific nowmbistic sirofegies oll English
leachien use incidental ieaching, two English teachess wse the madel and expansion, snd an English 1gacher
s fime delay while weaching English i students with learping disabilities, All English teschers do not used
specilic nowieadistic (Miliu) wirpfegics. in interrepted mouline while teaching - students . with  |earming
disahilities.

From the resull of dats enalyis,: 1006 found those English feachers whe tench siudents with learning
disabilfies ot SLB Pavakomboh Disirict does nod wse all teaching strategies as whot hod been sisied by the
expeii in tezching English. The teochers wsed ieacher-mediated strmtegies, roeutine-hised  simiegies, and
speciiee noluralistie (Milhew) serategies in eaching English.

I. Teacher-hedinted Siralzgies

All English teachers use teagcher-medinied sirategies in monitoring communicaiive input while weaching
stuidenis with leaming disabifites. This teaching sirategy @5 effective use by the teacher bn eaching studems
with lesrning disabilities, I probably huppened because uslng & simple vocabulary make the students are not
difTiculi in leorning English, and ks wsing the variation in intoration and rate of spesch moke the sudens
can gel maore information from the leacher, For the stodenis with hearing  lost, the use of varlation in
intomateon of the twecher s needed becadse in teaching studemts with hearing loss, the teacher should wse high
inbomatiom ond rale of speech bevause students wilh hewnmg lost hove a trouble with their abilicy in bewring,

Furthermeore., i there are iwo English tenchers used teacher-medinted strategies in the provision of
prompis and praise while eaching. 1t is peobably happened becibse by giving praise will mtivoie the
students in learming octivity,

Whereas, all English ieachers do mol use tepcher-medinted strategies in environmental arrmigement
promoting pecepiance, and secepting i ferent levels and bopes of pasticlpation because the wriler assumed
thut English teacher foowsed the tenching leaming setivity just to lenm English.

- Peer-Misdinled Sirotegies

In teaching English to widenis with leaming disabilities. there 5o English tegchers use peer-medizied
sirlegies as @ tachiig Sieitegy, As siated before. pees-medinied strategies s one of Eaching strglegies thab
can be used by the teacher to instruct selected peers W interact with children with disabilities and mike a
srill group discussion o be actively in learping setivity, In this research, all of English teachers do nol we

L7



http://www.pdfcompressor.org/buy.html

PDF Compressor Pro

|ISELT-3 ]

| 2015 II Froureslings of thie Thaial Dikesialil Seominar on English Laipuupe gl Tresolnme (581120

this tenching struesy Beceuse the writer assumes thi the limited members of stedents wish disabilities. make
thatin quite ot fo divide ioto o small groug
1 Ruutine-Based Straiegies

Meanwhile. in teaching students with jearning disnhilities, ol of English teacker in this research wse
routine-hatied siratepies in irunsiton-besed instruction and two English teachers ise use routine-hised
ssmtegles in activity-hosed insruction as u leaching strotegies.  As stated by the expert before, providis
reinforcement (rom the teacher for childten for participating in planned sctivities that are miotiviating i therrs
This fact approved by the teacher whe geve some questions to the students and asked the studenss 10 respond
the questions. Besides that, the teacher niso gives reinforeesment for the student's ansvies. The wriler gesumed
that b giving refnforment for the studenis” answer make them more undersiend shaid the lesson that th &y
ket

Meanwhile, all English teachers in this rescarch do nol use souotine-bpsed strategles in plos-tased
intervention stratgies and chonging the content of an existing activity, It is huppened because the limited time
ol tesching English in theschool migke the teachier difficult to provide the piay activigles,

4 Specific Maturalistic {(Miliew) Strategles

Thee Tust Leaching stratestes use by English teachers is specific nuirabistic (Milieu ) soroteples. All English
tezchers in this ressarch use this I:ﬁ:hlng sirategy beopuse in this strategy the teocher sex tvd position near 1o
the students. Il makes the feacher ensy 10 monltor the sudents und focus o0 the studimts. Pesides that.
provides a verbal pestural model for the child make the students easier in understanding the material,
especially for the students with hearing boss,

From the explanation above, it can be sald that English 1eachers whe teach students with leaming

disnbilities do not use ol strafegies which have been stated by the expent

i Ciinclusions nod Soggestions

Based on the finding and discussion which have been explained in the peevious chapter, it can be
ecacluded that teaching sirategies used by English teachers in teaching students with leamming disabilities are
teacher-medinted sirategies. rouline-bosed strotegies, und specific naturnlistic (Milieu) sraregivs

On the Olher hind, the findings show that the teachers do nol wse all sirategles in waching sudents
wilh learning disabilitizs,

Based on the conchssion alove, the writer suggests that the teachers who wach students with
lenming iisabilities can improve tenching and leaming process by variing the teaching streey, 11 can help
the leachers 10 make siudents more interesting in leasning ngilsh. And it i hopoed thar the variation of
teaching stfategies which used by the teacher can make the students with learriing disabilities enjoy in
learning English and they can Improve their knowledge in English language.
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