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Absiract

beboce of the time academic weiting has been thought ns o kind of impersonal and faceless discourse, However,
there is o tendeney thot nos writers willingly show their identity i the writing - as seppored by recen
reseurches by Tang ond Jobhn { 1999), Tang (2006) and Hyland (2002 2002h) thet dermnonsimie that thers is o
mim for negediation oo ahow the writer's identity. The most visibie identity that can be shown by the writer is
by w=ing the use of the first persomel promoam, This expression of sell s an Imporant way of crealing of one’s
own voice. of speaking with authority, and of securing resder support (Hyland, 20026}, This study aims 1o
apalvee the identities conpliucied by Barbéra’ Fox and Jessicn Robbles b one of thelr academibe reseirch
articies, in erms of the frequeney and the Dinetions of the wse of thee st personal promoun, In investigallng the
ize ol the first persopal pronoan hesed on Tang and Joha™s eypology (19955, Out of teial 37 ocourrences of Firs
persin pronoun oeeur inthe aricle, 40.83% occurmrence belong in the role of ° 18t persen” us the originaior, the
mast-powerful role that g swriter may have showing the writers suthority and cwirership of the writing.

Kepwords: Academic writing, ldentity, prondun

Introduction

Aeodemie writing o now nod considered anymore a8 impersonal. Recanl researches demonsirate thal
there is o room for negotintion W sheaw the weiter’s identity in the writing: Hyland (2001 mentions that
idendity is said 1o becrested from the et we engage in and the lnguistic choice we make [dentities ome
constreeted dul of the thetorienl opions as u means of sezing how [anguage can répresent. people nparticulor
ways and how itcom b used by negolisie: new podilions (Hylesd, 2001L The miost visible identity shown by
the writer is by osing first personal pronoun, The wse of fimit percaal propomn has been extensively studicd
and & is Found that first person gromoun may be esed o acsdermic witings such &5 proposed by Toang ond
Jobn {1909 Tapg (M) and Hyland (038 200260, This expression of =2ifis an imponant way of creating
of one’s own voice, of dpeaking with outhorizy, oad of pecuring eender dupport (Hyvland, 2002a). It s &
powerful mexns by which writers express an identity by psserting their claim to speak as an authorty and this
iaa key element of successfil academic writing ¢ Hvlamd, 2003 0]

However, the objecls of previous nesearch wess mostly stislents while this eurrent research s
armlvzing the useof personal pronoun by professional writers, [0y of fmeres 1o explore writers” identity
exprisaed by the wse of 1" or first personal pronoun (1 me. we, and us) in an scodemic vesearch article. In
this anplysis, Uonplyeed on avaderiic research article Bntitled 1'% like mnim:i Enactiment 5 with If's fke by
Barbara Fox and Fessica Robbles bosed on Tung and John®s typology © 19890, The central anabysiz will be the
uidge o the Tirst persondl primoun and the role behind the wsge

Literature Review

Each writer is different with euch other in the way they represent themselves as authoes with suthonty
thes bring b their soeiting, Hyland (2010 1) mentions thal identity is said w0 be created from the 1ext whe engnge
in and the linguistic chadve: we miake a5 o i of secing how lenguspge cun represent people in particulor
wivs and hew Jbcon be wsed b nepatiote néw positions. [dentily means constructing eredibility which
irvolved aegotiating s deli”which 5 cohéreni and meaninghial {Hytond, 200 1. The most visible identity
shown by the wiiter is by wsing lest personsl pronoun (Hylnod, 2000, 202 Tang and Johe, 15999 5 Ko
L9000 Hvland, HHILS mentions that the strutejpic we of personal pronouns sllow writers i emphasize their
o contritution 10 the fietd and to seck ngreement for 4

Fivlamel ¢ 26000, R @ P#EA, and Tang aoed Johan {1998 point o the use of £ as as crtical @ meaning
urtid wredibifiiy, belping o establish the comrmitmenit oF writers fo teir wiords and setting up g relstionship
wilh ibger peaders (Hyland, 200264, The wse af sl person ol lows these writers to emphnsize, ond o-seck
agieement for. their own contiibutions, Seversl views in which the first person prondan may be used in
aeadesie writings such s proposed by Toog wedd Fohn (0P85, Toeng (2006 wnd Hyland §2002a, 20435,

In 1999, Tong end John, 80 =p o pology of & (sixy identities behind the first porson procoun in
acudemiie weting, They include all the forms of Finil perset pronoun, pamely |, we, us, g, my, me, duek,
nd mine, The slx cansgories in presenting the 17 idemity’ of tee wriber ane:

prg thr Nl Trondds of Emglizh Teaehing and Teaching aod Shudips
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The *I" as the repeesentative con b reallzed s the plural we or us whicl [ usied a prony Tor o lorger
group ol people. The first person pronoun “we” does ot glve the writer any jdentity and effectively reduces
the writer toou nor-entity. Thus. it is the least powerll mode that can be hald by the writes:

I, The *F &y the Guide shows the writer™s role as puide 10 e readers through the essay whether 1o lociie
the reader in lime ond place, present the readers the mam point of the essay, of mrrive o8 the conclasion;

2. The rele of °T° as the archilect wsonlly forggrounds: the person who wiilers, organizes, sroctores;, ingd

nitlines the muterinl in the essay;

The mle of *1" ns the recounter of the rescarch procedures shiows that the writer is the research doer.

The rale of *1" a4 the opinisn-holder suggests the ddea thae the writer shares o opinloen, view, or altitude

terward the information or the established facts

The role of *1" o8 the originoor Invelves the writer's conception of the fdeas or knowledoe claims and

the et powerful role that o wriler may have, 1t shows the writer nuthority, and ownership of the

writing i

#

A

Source of the Drata and Methoed

The texl used in the stedy is 0 24 pages articls entifled ICs Bke mmm: Ensciments with 1t's Tike by Burbara
Fo and Jessica Robbles. | will anabyze the woitess” idesticy i the mentioped pbove article employing the use
of & {six) catepories in presenting the T identity of the writers proposed by Tang and Joha (1999}, Here, the
duta is 37 (thirty seven) occurrences of the use of “I" ldentity In the article, 11 is important to. mention the
limitations of the rescarch. The data samples-ane relatively small, The részarch is nol meant b be Seen as
generad analysis and deseripthon of the use of fird personal proncan by professional weiters

Findings and Dixcussion
I have identified the occurrences of writer identity through the use of firm person pronoun i the articla wing
the: miethod explained above s presented below:

Rale Crecarrences | Percentage

I am the Representative 1 "l 10.8%

1" as the Guide r [-. 16.2%

*I" as the Architect 3 g2.1%
ﬁm&unm n:-|-1'th=: rescarch progess | L1.6%

Tﬂ-ﬁ The Dpinion-holder I 3. 7%

‘I a5 the Chriginntor 15 5%

Total — | a7 T >

£ iy phe .!:ju'rr.rr.q'.rm'[lw

Gl of total 37 oecurrences of the use of first personal pronoun. | 0.8% occurrence cn be cateporized in the

mabe of *[7 ns the representative.

Emamples:

*  Asscholoes of lainguage use we often explore the grommatical resources provided by a language and the
uses o swhich those resources are put In intersction, {p?33% par, 2335

= However, we rarely hove s chanes o ohserve new syntaciic forms as they come into o languoge. (p735
par. 1) 37

Here, the writers do ool mean fo b in the weakest position they moy dse, [nsiead, they ose i i signal the
shored knowledge ¢ fieie commens that the avords s nod iirecily offeihated! o oy povticulr speaker
coyplies samsing of whar we miean by impwesonad sy and the common membersbip that they and their
renders hove fdy solodmes o fenigeage dee e afren exgdore Hhe grammnticad resenvees. provided by oa
lamgrage

28 s the ganidle
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b this research, T lound 5 ocourrences the role of 17 pscthe guide. Here, the writers use Ui role t guide the
residors Lo Jocale the peader in timee wod ploce. and present the readers the meain poamt ol the emay,
o | ecoting the reader
i the rede of *I7 o5 the guide, the writers iry 10 oroate direction thor the gssay will 1ake or what the
ieader face i the nest session of the sy,
| :'._II'I'I|'I|ﬂ
I the nest section we explore the intersctiongl week of &t fie-cnaciments in Bilding 4 “wordd knosm
in comimon” {Goodwin, personsl commundcation ), (p¥32 par, 31 26

Interestingly, | also find that the reader also omit themselyves i guidine the reader, bul actually
imsplicitly the writers 15 acoompanying the reader to [gcate the direction
Fxample
Section 4 laaks at the L‘:l'lnl_[:lh_"n wilk 1hat speekers do with 08 dke-enpchmenis 10 creale a woarld knoawn i
conrpmon ©Cnodswan, nmm.ﬂ cimmrmumE R (p TS par, 1 B

. Presenting the readers the maln point
I Lhi4 rde, the writers acesmpanying 1o reader o come 1 some points that are imporione
Fxnmples:
wnd. g5 we will see in section 4, the deeply contexteal nature of thise @iecansces bs one of the esoarees
poricipants use to ereate a “wirld kpown in common’ (Goodwii personal commuonisation), {p728 par. 7)
24

i T e arehitecd

Mhe-rode of *1" as the prehitect has the responsibility o organizing and ouilining the moteriaf in the
writing: In the orticle, | find 3 ceowrmences or only B 1% from the role of 1" oocur in the anicle.
Inierestingly aiso, the writer is olso omit themssives. They do nod use the first person singalas o oceur in the
izt they passivies ther presence there

Examples:
¢ Rechon 1 ooutlioes o charwtecizution of the unciops of i s fbe-enpetments,.. (p718 par. 116
¢ [Section Fand présents éxamples [ustmating escls, (pT18 par. 137

[ the oemissicn, they use inanimate object (o0 Section 3 & the doer of e pecformead action {outlines
and presents), [merestingly, this type of 1%, [ duppose o have e highet pecemence in the inteoduction
et becaude in the section the wrters hove to build the structure of the whole writing.

4000 an the Revouirnter of the researcli prrocess
Ot of otal 3T ovcirrenees of the use of first persanal peonoin, 216% ocgomence con Be enfegorized
i1 thiz el ol 17 as the Recounier of the research process,
Exmmphes
- In our explocation of iy fke-enactments. we have fownd Lhat this pew collocation enacts &n affeci-
laden nternal response foam event, sein, or uwller e, [p?"l'u‘ puir 23

This Figh occurrences of this mle is quiet obvioues because the aricle is bpsed on thedr rescanch. bostly they
use the verb fland 1o show the findings of the research. Another verb used by the writers is pode.

£ o Oplwlen-kalder
In this rode: the weilersdry to express others’ view
Charfes and  Murjorie  Ooodwin's research his sgrved a4 gne important resource for s in
understmding the waork that speakers nnd recipients do with it’s like-ensctments. (p?32 pae. 3) 28

| Fes By mumdser ol thes F oowld expdaan That the wrilers are ULt cautioned when raEsImg ideos.

I Ere (i griinatar
Here we cnme to the most |14:-l.l.'L"rI'uI role that a writer may have. |0 shows the writer puthorits and
whership afthe writing :
Fsarmplen
- W propose thoi (s fike uterances wre used o enoct thoughis, felings and atiitudes which ore
miermil ond aflect-laden essessments of o peior oterooee of e, prodeced o sssesments thm
anyone in the same sistion might kave hed, Absiract |

Shapimr rhe New Trendy of Sralish Trachung awnd Teackong and Sougley
og



http://www.pdfcompressor.org/buy.html

PDF Compressor Pro {

i
TSELT .'1/

158N, 9TEB-EGEATOI 7-7-5 015

ot ol lotal 37 oceurrences of the use of firsl persomd pronoun, 40083% ocourmende can e calogorized in the
role ¢f *|" A8 the originator. This high oceurrenee is mosly bacause this article i hised on a research

I this role, the writers express their ideas or view to the readers. | igree with Tang and Jofin { 1999, that this
role invobves the writers comeepion of the ideas ond knowledge claim

Conclusion

Dlut of bkl 37 securrences of first person pronoen ocewr i the acicle, 385 occurrence belong in
the rode of °1" us the originator, the most powerful mobie thut 8 weiter may hove showing the writess authority
ond ownership of the writing. Besides thal role, in e deicle also con b seen other role of -1° emploved by
Barbara Fox and lessica Robbles are *1" aa the Representative,-as the Guide, a3 the Architecl, o= the
Kecounter of the research process, and as The Opinton-holder. Since the dotn samples are refatively small,
the resenrch (5 ot meant o be seen a5 general pnalysis ond description of the use of first personal pronnun by
profiessional writers. [ con concluded thit the (riters ure aware of the power thisv hold in their writing by
stiowing uythority wnd ownership of thie weiting Geough v the role of *F as the originator of the research,
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