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Venching students stralegies lor answening yuesiions s @ imporiant port of comprehension instruction
The failure of students in compeehending the text was coused of misundesstanding the questions and how
it petates v the opswer., QAR 5 o reading comprehension sifateoy ppplicable 4 use with both Tiction nnad
nonfiction texts 11 s & valusble skill for ol| sodents o obtain, especilly struggling readers. QAR ussisis
stdents in refating prior knowledge 1o text informotion. 1t becomes & conscioies process studems actively
erigagre biowhan reading leses, especially difficult neding selections, With this stndegy, students become
mware of the relptiopships beiween guestions amd anwwers, Stodents will begin (o undersiand where the
pnswers coimni from and thas are beter able o onswed the questions eorrectly. This paper reveals an
olternative el Fow teaching reading comprehension wsing (AR strtegy, Hopefully, it will be useful
far Ens[l:h lenchers who are trudmim sipdersts o rewd ond (ace the iTnp'Il:Tni:nml_i,mL of Currlewlum 2013 a1
=zqnior high schools
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Intraduction

Qu&-ﬁnulng [Eane of e MO IMETLNE QUTenShonE of achkng 'IL'.amm!.l_ TOCESS hecause i giw.-_.-
tepchiers i chance o find oul whether students understand the eontenl the e and li allows shdensts o
mionitor their comprehension {Gattls, 2002

In teaching reading, there gre severu] types of questions hat {eachers shoald focus on reading cyeles
{besfiore, during and after resding o textl Lower aoder guedtions onlv 1241 the swidems knowledge from the

= pext, They sl fd e onswens from the s eaadly. Meonwlile, higher order questions tend [0 encourage
studenia to think more lJL'EI_‘I|_'. and bevund abouol a oietepd of mve reasons for the onswers. Therefore, |.-.|-_|,|,;:E|'|g_
insiruction should include boih 1ypes of guestions wiih an emphosis on higher order guestions.

Oive ol the proddems Tousd the reading chass was low level of stodénss” reading proficizncy. There
arg mamny peasons for tiisg lacks of vocabularies, @ large class sire, lmited reading strabegies ongd monstonous
reading teaching metheds. The Englinh teachers peneeally have their students read & passage amd translase
waord for word into ndopesion fomguogs, ask them 1o comprehension evercizes, and o=k them o identify
responses 23 “Troe or False” of multipte choloe withou explieitly teaching them whin srategies should be
used, I shon, teaching reading In schils soemed o fall i provide stodemis with the skills that they aciually
need,

The implementation of Comodlum 2003 with the scientific appeoach, consiated of obsaring
eprestioviviyy, experimeniing. asssctaning osd comeianicting, challenge the English teachers o provide the
studenis with critical thinking and high ordeér thinking skills (HOTS), One way io troin studeris o
comprehend the wexl is by implementing quesibon-pnswer relstionship.

Reading Comprehension

Rending comprehension is o process in which the reader constructs meaning using us the building
muserinds the informaotion on the printed page and the knowledpe sfored in the reader’s head. To deach
comprehomisdon effectively, we nced w understond what the process involves, Reading 14 no bonger seen asa
static process and render i nol merely o passive one, Beading s seen 65 a prooess of constnicting meaning
through & dynamic intersction among the reader. the text ond the contexs of reading siwation (W ioon, PIET).
isning is actively created in tie resders” mind ag @ sesuli of bisther prioe knowledge and information given
i tee bext Bosed oo the ideas above, it s clear that reading involves comprehension. and  seecessul
comprehension depends on s reader. the text anad the readiog contes,

Hesearch has shovwn that the prior keowledge thar o reader has about the fopis belps him o understpnd
i fest bewer, Whisl dues thiis menn (o the teacher b the cluss? Wong {2004} clarifics that tsere are thiee
faciors that must be considered in jeaching reading eomprelension, Fist builldiag prve ks ledge §s oo
mmporiant ppect al qu:q:l'liny comrprohension. Niddents may have LI-'II“'-IMEE’. but they iy e koo howw iy
finkoin i the opie. The teachar has o think ol wms o prsvide the background knowledise wi thar siuders
cap make the pevessary ki Then, the tescher can belp stodents by providing Tor seccessful reading lesson
The text is apother factor to consider, The leacher necdd o consrder fypes of text she has chosen for teading,
Compreherision can be affecied by the wiiier and the win ske wnites. The last factor 0o conslder |5 the reading
comtesd. imvolving the selimg the ek sl and e purpodt of reading. For the eacher, then, developing
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cumducive setting lor reading lessons ‘can aid studenty” undersianding. Setting guedticns R weitten work:,
Puring Instructicny, setting the purpose of feaditg ot the beginming the lossom o3 good winy' focusing
sdenis’ reading-and encouraging hem 10 déselop skalls Hie predicting, skimming. scanning, lecating the

s ighen, pnad detnifs within the resding lesson,

Moveover, The RARD Reading Swdy Group (20025 poted that readmg comprehension mvelvies four
companenis;  the reader. the lexi, the aciivity, wed she siwuational contesy. The (st theee essemtial
compones—the reader, the fest, and  the wsh—occur within the Towth component of resbfing
comprehmiiom—ihe situationul comext, The reader 16 the one doingd the comprehending, and the fexd is the
rending materinl (e.g., siores. nonfiction selections, ete ). The gefivin refers o whal kind of comprehension
tusk, skill. strategy, of corcept the reader i sitempling 1o perfoem §eg.. discovering the autlsor’s moin ddea,
understionding 4 seguence afeventy, thinking sbout & chpracter's bient oo story, gic),

In implicating. the factors shove, teachers: most inelude explicil resding: sirazegics as an muegral
element of tholr ndtrectional plans. They should integrate effestive eompreleniion vrategies before, during
wired afber reading .

Fre—redimgr preporss students for learning by activating their prior knowledge. Pre-reading sctivithes

* can benefic those sbhose bickpround, Enowledge, command of Key concepls and vocabulery may be
il Tresent.  In midition, pre-reading activities help students focus attention on what (5 most impanant...
Prerepading strodegies oflen wsed by proficiem-leve]l resders involve making connections, generating
questions nnd determining imponant concepls. ..

Dratiig-redding -gotivities  prompl students: o visualize, make inferénces ond  monitor  their
cumprehemsjon Using during-rending activities, the teacher con hefp students priociize what 8 most
easential and comicot this imformeton in nmeaningful ond organized way.

After-reacing activities devpen understanding, helping studeniy summrarise pnd wnderstond what they
read, | . [these activities] go beyond merely identifying what was rend ond assist students with indegrnting
new [epming with previous knowledpe"

Cruestion-Answer Relationship

QAR d4 1 oressorch-based method ond longuage framework developed by Tafly Baphael {1986) Tor
enhancimg sudents” ubility 19 ik aboui ond answer comprehbension questions. Then, Raphael &au | 20k
clarified question-anawer relationships o5 3 exonomy thal categories eomprehension questions bosed on
wheti fhelr unawers con be Rund, Aceordibg tir the tasenemy there are four categories: “Right There, ™ .
“Tieink ond Search,™ “Author ond MWe” pnd “Oe My o™, “Rigkt These™ and “Think and Seasch”™
questions cun be found direaly in the ext, b one location or in mulfiple pleces sends U test, respectively,
“Author pnd MMe™ and “0On My Own® questions reguilre more thinking, a5 recders must wse the iexe 1 make
infisrences o ge the information fram thelr hepdd entirely.

Morecver, Conper (20063 highlights question-answer relationship (QAR) a5 & reading strofegy in
whiich students calegonize comprehension question scoording 10 where they get information ey need w
wiwer each guestion. The students are asked to identify whether the informmation they e o answer the
questions abaut the text i3 exheally explicit o implici mformstion,

AR helps studenis understand that onswers come from one of two main sources; In the et and [
miy head Thise sources are further divided info four QAR exfegoris; Right There, Think avd Search, O
My Chire, oind Anthror and Me, This lenguage of GAR b rodeced theough onalyzing  the differenoes
befween questions with answers sources i the text, and those with answer sources coming from, studenis
own backorcund knowledae or experiences (Raphael & A 200350, The four colegories of questions are L]
esmined as follosws:

Right There Questions {in the bookk Litersl questions whose snswers con be found in the wexi Often
the wiords used in the gueestion ore the same words found in the wexn e charadciers names. sécing oo, The
uRswE bR b o senlence of the et the guestion and aeswer wsually bave the same wonding. Answers ;
wmamlbly wre onesword or shorsphrose resporses. There o wsamlly only one right answer o0 Righi There
yostiens,  Some esamples of phrases used for Right There questions: Who 5. eg Wha iy she gl
cirrgerer? Wheee 5.0 What 5.7 When 57 How mumy 7 When did._?

Think anil Senech Qoestions (6 the book i Answers ore gaithered from several ports of the text and
put wogether to make meaning. The guestion and anseer have different wordings. Answers are wiaally shon
answirs.  Supeexamples of phitases wsed foe Think wnd Search quesshnas:  For what peason ., T Hioe digl,

e Mo did e elargoter reteen hovoe” W was " What cupsesd?

Anithor ned e (in my headh Thee guestinns are bawed on information provided in fhe test but the
stuicdiend 15 required Lo relate it w0 their own experierce. Although the mmzwer doés not fie directly in the 1exl '
thiz student must bave pewd [ fnoorder to answer the guestion,

e e Trends of Englinh Teociing ond Teachiing aod Sudies
fify
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Thex must wuse their prior koo ledpe o enswer these (vpes of questions.  They  mest svithesize fhe
st o fully understand the question, Some expmples of phrases used for Author ond Me questons: Would
vl T W yon e prady the samie chaice ot chaedacier moge? Winich chorfacter.. ? Did vou seree
veith_ ™ What did youl think of,, !

Chr My Own (in my head): These guestsons do not regquire the student o have read the pazsage bo
herahe must use thisls backgrmind or price knowledes o answer the quisstia

They reguire inferentind and exaluntive thinking. Answers do nod seqarire information from the test b
do require thnt studenis make some type of judgment sbowl oo relme @ the opic of the text, Some exzmples
of phrases used for On My Ovwn guestiona: Do ovops knoaw, 7 eg. D vow ke w10 M fo el fodlonny
Flave v gyver, 7 Wonld vou ever, T What weald you do i

From  ohove Informaticoen, 1t could ssid thet guesion and answer relationship s o rending stroteps
utilizing the relanonsbhop beiween questions und answers W those questions are Toand, text-explicil {anmaer
stoled in & single sentence], st espiicnt (apswes implied by information in e or more septénces and
seripdal (Enswers wob found jnothe wext st olf, bui pan of readers, bookpround knowledge, answers slso
referred o as Hght theve, think oad sencch. guthor and me. ond onmy oW,

The Benelits of Questlon-Answer Helatlonship

The experts ind resesrchers infeaching reading such as Raphuael { 1988}, Sorrel] {19}, Raphael & A
(2005} and  Eothong (2013}, gave some ressons why the reading nstruction besed on AR and reading
strotegies are effective in developing comprebension . QAR strodepy helps stwdents - maoke connections
between inlormation in the selection and their prior knowledge. Reading comprebension increases with the
vwe of this stravegy because readery are asked fo think al varous levels of eognltive procesing. The sirategy
cncomaes the reader o oihink aboul the seleciion from fowr perspeciives: entening the text, moving through
the sexi. moving beyond the text and carrving on @ menial dinlogue with the guthor. Students who use this
girategy ledm W recoanize the diffierent (ypes of thinking needed when srswering questions. Another benefit
of the QAR strtegy 15 that students can learm o ask the four different ivpes of questions, and the guestioning
process can be transforred from teacher 40 leamer, This allows dudents 1o become Independent stralegic
readers by formuluiing (hebr giam guestions swhife reading. {Raphoel, 158465

QAR hos been oseecessful v imgwoving peaders’ comprehiension skills and  performamee  with
answering questions based on & text The sirategy st studentd with reading comprehension dificulties
since W engages the student in regding and examining the matertol gz well 85 questioning and inegnuing
i Frrencho { Sarrel |, 1954,

Raphae| &au {2005) cleriles the benefis of plemeniution of QAR stnstegy in teaching readeng.
They stmted that QAE:

- explicitly shows the relntionship between questions and ansswers

- cateporizes different levels and types of guestions.

= befpa sacents o amalyvie, comprehend, and respond o the lext soncipt

- helps refute the common misconception held by the students that texts contain all of the answers

Furihermere. Bothang (200 3} discussed more deeply. She siated that [mplementing the AR sraiogy
wins very efleciive because:

Students set purposss before, during and after reading and this make the sk mepningful For them

QAR hirlped students: become active readers since they interacted svith the iext all the time. For

' examiple, beforz-reading questions or G my own petiveled specific and general knowledge. During reading

guestions or right ey, think Sk ond aniker & o Bacilibated suidents o monlior level of
comprehension and apply reading: stralegiss o answer questions. Afier reoding questions or thinkd searsh
it ewr pry e encoraged students o repond . make connecion, pnalyvze idess, assess eral and inpretivie
comprefension o extend comprehension

Students developed higher level of comprehension as QAR provided students with different level of
thinkstmg,

A Suggested Model of Teaching Hending using QAR

English Teschers arg challeneed wiih implemening . effective comprebepsion wirmegy srueton
including questicm-pnswering strofegies. Teactars wbo frame cimprghension msrection around  the ' QAR
sy 85 provide siudedts seith skills thot mclede scanming, using. condext clues fext orgonization
smariEolion. synthesis visualizatlin, and miking predicliions inferences. ohd conpcitions duripg the
risding process,

QAR 15 ulsa must effective whest inidially spplisd 0 4 group-senang alfewing sudests o prectice snd

wirrk callaboratively with peers (i ofdes i gaim & batber L'nd'q:rhlpndin[[ of the geiepors ol guesticas smd
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mmswers in eeiution (o the sample read. The teacher provides students with immediote feedback. Hoving
vtinplated the tek in grougs, students proceed 1o completing the assigned esk independently.
Tally Baphael, who developed QAR, suggested the fiollowing lisson progression for teaching the sirategy
2004,
Mhase |; Bathng the Purpose

{ Leawning AR Basic Categpories)

When introducing AR, slar with short, namralibve reading tewis. Ensure that studends are able o
identily ard wrile questions, Inrodece the bwo levels of guestions, In the Text and o My Head: and explain
ihiat shey tell where siudents can lnd e andwers o guestions, Mext, mtroduce the o épes of gquestions ol
ench level, Model an exomple of each pepe of guestionthinking owl oy so students con "zee” your thooght
process as vou dedermine the relationships,

Phase L Modeling Thinking Aloud
o | Tencher does. Students observel --

Wihen siudeits have o clewr piowre of the differences between tw main QAR categories | i b fexi '
ervied £ iy hpad, Then, generae one of each of the four Dopes oF questions ond provide the answer {0 the
questions, Have studenis colegorize the question-answer relotionships. and expliin their thought processes,

This pan of the process can he easier for students if they begin by working in conperative sroups and then

tramsition 0 working independently after they show o thorough understanding of this grategy. In cooprralive b

praups, have siudents read a short passage (50-T3 words) and ghve them one of each tvpe of guestlon. Have

cach group answer the questions ond categorize the question-answer relationships, cxplaining their thooght

processes. Provide dech groop with immediate feedback.

Phase [11: Seaffolding ¥
{Teacher does, sindenis heip)

After students have been inrodoced to the QAR concepis, provide them with several 73-100 word
reading prssages and & question wisd andwer for each passage. Have siedenty, individhnlly or in cooperative
groups, resd goch passage, Mentify the questionsanswer relationships, end explnin their thinking. Ask, "Wy
i the questions represenl one question-pnswer relationship and not another? Continee to give stsdents |
immediate feedback. t
Phase. [V: Coaching/col labontive Practice

{Stvdomty do, foacher heips)

As students become proficient with (his sirabegy, use more expisitory and functional s, Provde s
tem with g 130-600 wird reading passage divided into four secticns. Give: students one of each type of
question fior ench section, Have students omawer epch geestion, [dendify the question-npnswer relntionship, and
justify iheir thinking. After they hpve mpsiered this, presend o longer rendiog passage and in seeadl
cooperative groups hove students write one of each of the four types of questions. Have cach group shase its '
questions. Ask the othir groups o dnswer Lthe questions. categorize each question-siswer relntfonship, and
explain their thinking.

Phase ¥ ; Indepzndent Practice
{nportnine for self-auessimenr)

Fimally, assign o resicling padsapge and have sludents independently write fouwr questions, one of each
twpe. Direct students to exchonpe guestions with o portner, snswer esch gueestion. and categorlze the question-
amsveer relationships.

Conclusion !
The question-unswer relationship (AR is o reading comprehension strutepy developed to elarify

how' stedents approach the task of reading text and answering questions, 1L alio belps studenis understand the

different types of guestions., By lenrming that the answers W some questions are "Right There” in the text that

some pEwers require s reader o "Think and Search,” wnd thet some pnswers canonly be answered "On- by

(hn" studenis recoenize that dhey must e consider the guestion before developing an onswer, By

lllinwing the framewark of QAR in reading instroction, students will hove critienl thinking and high order

ihinkimg skills:
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