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Abstract

‘Creanviny . Lo, the humod gbifily sod meed o mioke new wreaning,. eon belp learmers 1o destabifive, éxplore
atd transfornn thelr fomyage, o desirable goal fn longrage teaching. fn ohis talk, { propote o ‘creasive ” view
af Fenerginenge o rood for L rearing mew fdeas and mianing. fe order fo fncreave the fearmer s desine to explare
et reirtene feas cocessiile durgivege withii e beyorid thely Sone af Proocimal Developrens, Fwlll propase
mwo condiflons for creative languege fearning tasks: [ creating the seed 1o say something mow ond 7 vetting
up) canxtraings i fomgidpe earming toxks in order fo encouroge learmery to explore and rangform tneie
fengrage. Too srel feeedon caw restiicl poisibilities for learners (o explore and-broaden thele fnngrope
Feperiodie 8 Ieovners may redriewe sofe opiions and moke fomifior choloes

ey words: crofivity, creative view of langooge, zone’'of proximal devilopment

L What bs “ereativiy™? Why is i important for lingunge lenrming?

Creativity, according Lo cognifive psychelogical researchers, is the shility 1 prodece new valunhle
idins and involves the use of various creotive processes or thinking types such as explomtory, combinational
and transformitional thinking (e.p. Boden. 2001 ). Exploeatory thinking is the sbility to penerate new ideas
and explore all the possibilities withbn e current eonceptusl space, using o certain 5ot of rules,
Combinational thinking =5 the abiliy o produce vew volunhble ideas by combining existiog ideas in an
urisil way, Transformationsl thinking, on tke other hand, i3 the manipulstion, trapdomation or the
changing of some axisting rules of the current conceptual Space %0 83 10 produce new ideas.

Creativity. e the ability w produce new ideas or the need o say something new, plays an imporiani
part in language lepming and autonomy. Aceording to complex dynamic theoey of Innguage, the need o say
somgthing new leads us to-streich ond explore our langusge, which in fum lesds o the dervelopment of
complex grnmmar and comples language. *Longunge gniws i complexity over time o deal with couaples
tasks” {Lokkaraju et al 2008). Linguistic signs are “comtinually created to meet new needs and sircumstances.”
(Toolan, 2003). This view of language applies to the evolwtion of langoage in the history of mankind as well
a5 the development of complex lanpuage in children — children’s langiage grows in complexity alang with
(he incresse in their pew experience: about the woeld. The new expenence they encounter gives chilldeen an
well as pdults alike s desire ty explose and tronsform their langunge.

In this regueds, creativity (i.c. the human need and ability 1o produece and asy something new ) invol ves
mnking greative choices with and tmking control over vur lpnguege and ploys an imporant part in langudge
leamming.

. How can ereatbvity (the desie 1o say something new) be sed up in our Innguage kearning tasks?

The next important quesion 10 ask i Swhich particalor festures of langusps lewming tasks can crente o
desive In our Sudents W teke control gver their longeoge, making crealive choices, explodng lngulsic
uttgranees in the process of mpuring. and vensforming their existng fanguage’™

I will propose the tem Cereative waks™ ond the ollowing task feptures 1o promote creativity for
language learning and amonomy: focus on unknowninew meaning miher than on known meaning; and
diseiplimed and imaginalive e of constrainis 1o breaden possibilities

Dretipite the claim 1o focus on meanibg, moany lnguage heming wsks have Torused on “known
meaning’ Fother than *unknown meaning”, Students ore often requived 1o use langunge 10 tnlk about fomilior,
ktspwn topics. Information o be communicated s often pre-given e¢itker In the form of verbal o pon-verbal
e [eg pretures). This con be found in the popeler informarion gap-task or the story welling wsk, widely
sz in both languape seacking and reseanh.,

In:suich tusks, e informaton b be comimuiited 5 phe-ghven and knoown to one stodent who needs
fev trangler the keowlodge o snother stedent. Even though the information i cosceated from the ather
spudent, the fact that the infommuotion & given o one sudeil creates & “knovwm’ stivation in w way. Such
knoawn sitwatigm oflen resulis in stodents finishing the task using safe, fumiliar utterances insead of exploring
and trunstorming their fonguage. This phenomenon cas be referred 4o a8 *signal redundamesy” {Smith 2008),

43




N

L

i exuliagps ol thye Tleinal Dijteswai sl Zewmnny ik Enisluali Lanmeare giul Trut listigs i BSELT-31

I h\_'-\—\._.
L ISELTS ]
| 2015 |

14, lack of desine 1o leam ond invent o comples signel or & eomplex languuge due 1o lack of new experienis
ar pew . unknown meming i costrued In other weeds, the need for swdents to explore and transform
language is made redundan becouse the meaning w be communicaied 13 slready known,

As ercabinity pescurchers kave poled, ks constraing® eatber than “frecdon® that faciliinie CTEaLIvT
Custraint, in cognitive psychology, is two-folded: one part restricts seerch in the knawn area while the other
part encoamges search in the unknovwn aren. An imoginetive and diseiplined use ol constraint is reiglabied Tor
creatlvity. 1 will propose the following procedure for “creative tasks” (soe Tan [ee Tin, 20131
. ldea penerntion phass:

Gienerating Ideas unsd formy withoul kadwing what they will be used for (the goal of the task is ill-defined
R0 a5 0 prevend students from deliberately rearmnging their vocabulary and sentences 1o schieve the
ttcome, §Le. 1o prevent them from the cognitive fixation wndency)

L. Constralnis revealed or discovered:

[amstraints (Formal nales and somantic rules) are sevealed or discovered
3. lden exploration phase: -

Exploring tdess penerated in the iden generation phase within the constraints imposed. This encourages
sludents to use exploraoey, combinationsl end transformatiomal creativity (eombining ideas and words in
unfamiliar ways, transforming their linguistic and conceptual space in the process of doing so. making
creative choices with lenguage and jdeas).

LUising this procedure of imaginative disciplined use of constrsings, we can ransform a langoogs learming tusk
into @ crestive task, from & foeus on known meaning o 8 fcus 10 unkivow meaning,

3. Conclusion

lmaginative and discipiined use of constraints can help students 10 test their linguistic as well as conceriual
boundaries, 1o exercise creative autonomy with their langmge and fdeas. Constraing czn lead 1o unprediciable
novel outcome ond creative asionomy,

Cortainn features. of creative 1asks can encourspe students to moke creatlve cholces and hreaden their
linguistic and conceptual boundiries. Several such task circumstanees are: focusing on the need by construci
unknown méaning or the need to say something pew, and the disclplined and imagimative wee af constrains,
Lenrning is aboat providing space for new meaning o emerge: spuce i which ofd meaning: is ranslormed
Leamning is about providing spoce for leamers t retrieve, expiore, combine and transform thelr know ledpe
und space [ar new meaning 1o emerpe
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