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Article History  Abstract 
Published: 2023-11-10  This research aims to analyze the strategies used by 

English teachers in teaching reading comprehension and 

how these strategies are implemented. This research uses 

a qualitative descriptive approach using questionnaires, 

observations and interviews as research instruments.  

This research focuses on two English teachers who teach 

second grade students at SMPN 1 Panyabungan Selatan.  

Findings revealed three main strategies used by teachers: 

Scaffolding, Think Aloud, and QARS (Question Answer 

Relationship). Scaffolding strategies help students 

develop their understanding of the ideas in the text. Think 

Aloud helps students connect the texts they read to their 

previous knowledge, allowing them to relate information 

to the context of the text. QARS allows teachers to assess 

students' understanding of the material being taught. 

Apart from that, the use of this strategy is effective 

because it encourages students to be more active so as to 

generate ideas and increase their participation in the 

learning process. It also allows teachers to ensure that 

students focus on the text and understand its content. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The teacher's strategy is a plan made by educators in teaching a learning 

material in order to achieve the goals that will be achieved properly and optimally. 

Budiansyah (2008) stated that teacher’s strategy is the teacher’s ability to vary the 

way of teaching to meet various levels of students ability so that students can 

actively participate in learning. According to Joyce and Weil (2000) teacher’s 
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strategy is a set of activities and actions chosen by the teacher to help students 

achieve learning goals. 

In teaching, the teacher must use the right teaching strategy so that students 

can understand the lesson easily. According to Antoni (2010) teaching strategy is a 

structure, technique, method, or sequence activities designed by teachers to achieve 

teaching and learning goals. Teaching strategies are very important things for a 

teacher to have during the teaching and learning activity in the classroom because it 

will be easier for teacher to realize learning goals. Brown (2004) noted that teaching 

strategies can facilitate the teaching of reading through implementation of a variety 

teaching methods and techniques. 

From the explanation above, teachers need to use teaching strategies to help 

facilitate the students learning process. Bunau, Sada, and Yanti (2013) stated that 

appropriate teaching strategies can increase students’ understanding and acceptance 

of subject matter and can help students achieve predetermined learning goals. In 

addition, a variety of teaching strategies can also help maintain students’ interest to 

learn. Tuhumury and Nikijuluw (2020). Beside that, teaching strategies have benefits 

for both teachers and students. The benefits of teaching strategies for teachers 

include; help teachers create an active and interactive learning environment, increase 

teaching effectiveness and time efficiency, enrich the teacher’s teaching experience, 

and facilitate the assessment of student learning outcomes. On the other hand, the 

benefits of teaching strategies for students include; help students understand and 

remember course matterial better, improving students, ability to think critically and 

creatively, increase students participation and interaction in the learning process, and 

increase student motivation to learn. 

In teaching reading comprehension, the teacher may use different teaching 

strategies. Teaching reading comprehension is a teaching and learning activity in the 

classroom which goes through a complex process when the teacher teaches reading 

comprehension to students. Brown (2004), Stated that teaching reading 

comprehension aims to help students to be effective and efficient readers. Therefore, 

teachers must have strategies when teaching reading comprehension to students. 

Teachers can use several different strategies so that the desired target can be 

achieved. 

From the explanation, the researcher assumes that the teacher’s role is very 

important to overcome students’ problems in learning reading comprehension. The 

teacher must have appropriate strategy when teaching reading comprehension in 

order to make it easier for students to understand and be able to achieve learning 

goals. Based on these assumptions, the researcher was interested in conducting a 

descriptive research entitled “English Teachers' Strategies in Teaching Reading 

Comprehension at the Second Grade Students in Smpn 1 Panyabungan Selatan” to 

analyze the strategies used by English teachers in teaching reading comprehension 

and the implementation of the strategies used by the English teachers in teaching 

reading comprehension. This research was conducted at Junior High School number 

1 South Panyabungan. This study focuses on the English teachers in the second 

grade. 

This study aims to find out the strategies and the implementation of the 

strategies used by the English teachers in teaching reading comprehension. The 
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formulation of this research are What are the teaching strategies used by the English 

teachers to teach reading comprehension? and How do the teachers implement the 

strategies in teaching reading comprehension? 

 There are several previous study that have been researched about teachers’ 

strategies in teaching reading comprehension. First, Nurmaida Sarjan (2017) 

conducted her research with title “An analysis on The English Teachers Strategies in 

Teaching Reading Comprehension at The Second Grade Students of Junior High 

School 1 of Wonomulyo”. Second, Delviani Giawa (2022) conducted her research 

with title “Teacher Strategies In Teaching Reading Comprehension at the Eighth 

Grade Student of Junior High School 1 Umbunasi”. Third, Gendis Nadira 

Dwiningtiyas, Dedy sofyan, and Hilda Puspita (2020) conducted their research with 

title “Teachers’ strategies in Teaching Reading Comprehension”. The last, Ines 

Anjelita (2022) conducted her research with the title “Teachers’ strategies in 

Teaching Reading Comprehension at the Second Grade of SMPN 5 Kota Bengkulu”. 

    

RESEARCH METHOD  

The research design of this study is descriptive qualitative. The use of this 

method was because this research only focused on the strategies teachers used when 

teaching students to read.  In this case l, this re lse larch doe ls not re lquire l spe lcial 

tre latme lnt in thel te laching and lelarning proce lss be lcause l it aimeld to delscribe l the l 
stratelgie ls use ld by E Lnglish te lachelrs and the l implelme lntation of strate lgiels use ld by 

E Lnglish telachelrs in te laching relading compre lhe lnsion. The l participants in this re lse larch 

we lre l two E Lnglish te lache lrs at SMPN 1 Panyabungan Sellatan, e lspe lcially E Lnglish 

te lachelrs who we lre l in chargel of se lcond grade l. Thel instrumelnts use ld in this relse larch 

includeld que lstionnaire ls, obse lrvations and intelrvie lws. 

 

RELSULT AND DISCUSSION 

Re lse larch Finding  

a. Te lache lr 1 

Base ld on the l relsults of re lse larch conducte ld at SMP Ne lge lri 1 Panyabungan 

Se llatan by using quelstionnairel, obse lrvation, and intelrvie lw, the lre l are l threle l main 

stratelgie ls use ld by the l te lachelr 1 in telaching re lading comprelhe lnsion. 

The l first stratelgy use ld is scaffolding. The l telache lr providing gradual support 

to stude lnts as thely le larn. It’s similar to giving thelm stelpping stone ls. Whe ln stude lnts 

e lncountelr challelnging telxts, thel telache lr offe lrs hints or elxplanations to he llp the lm 

unde lrstand. For e lxamplel, if thelre l are l complicateld words in the l te lxt, thel telache lr can 

provide l the l me lanings of those l words. This support is provide ld gradually and re lduceld 

as stude lnts’ unde lrstanding improvels. 

The l se lcond strate lgy is Think Aloud, The l te lachelr ope lnly e lxplains the lir 
thoughts and thought procelss while l re lading thel telxt to thel stude lnts. Thel telache lr 
e llaboratels on how the ly conne lct information in thel te lxt, ide lntify main ide las, and 

addre lss aspe lcts that might bel difficult to unde lrstand in thel telxt. This he llps studelnts 

se le l and unde lrstand how an e lxpe lrie lnceld pe lrson proce lsse ls and compre lhe lnds the l te lxt, 

e lnabling the lm to le larn how to relad and unde lrstand telxts be lttelr. 
The l last stratelgy is Que lstion-Answe lr Re llationship strate lgy (QARs). Te lachelrs 

use l que lstion and answe lr re llationship stratelgie ls for stude lnts to lelarn re lading 
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comprelhe lnsion in class. Thel telachelr asks que lstions according to thel te lxt that has 

be le ln relad. Stude lnts answelr thel proble lm or quelstion.  According to thel telachelr, this 

stratelgy is use ld so that stude lnts can e lasily accelpt the l matelrial. This stratelgy can he llp 

stude lnts de lve llop thelir idelas. 

 

b. Te lache lr 2 

Base ld on the l relsults of re lse larch conducte ld at SMP Ne lge lri 1 Panyabungan 

Se llatan by using quelstionnairel, obse lrvation, and inte lrvielw, the lre l are l two main 

stratelgie ls use ld by the l te lachelr 2 in telaching re lading comprelhe lnsion. 

The l first stratelgy use ld is scaffolding. The l te lachelr provide ls gradual support to 

stude lnts to he llp thelm unde lrstand thel te lxt by offe lring guidance l or e lxplaining difficult 

words. The l te lachelr providel de lfinitions or e lxplanations of kely words and concelpts 

be lfore l stude lnts dive l into relading. This pre lparatory stelp e lquips stude lnts with the l 
ne lce lssary background knowle ldge l, making it elasie lr for thelm to comprelhe lnd the l telxt 

as the ly re lad. 

The l se lcond stratelgy is the l que lstion-answe lr re llationship (QARs).Afte lr 
re lading, thel te lachelr asks que lstions about the l telxt conte lnt and vocabulary containeld 

in thel te lxt. Que lstions likel the lse l he llp stude lnts unde lrstand thel te lxt and conne lct it to 

the l vocabulary thely e lncountelr. Te lache lrs also e lncouragel stude lnts to answe lr que lstions 

containe ld in thel te lxt, including elxe lrcise ls. This stratelgy is use ld to e lnsure l  stude lnts' 

unde lrstanding of thel re lading matelrial and its contelxt. 

 

Discussion 

This selction discussels the l relsults of the l study, focusing on e lxamining 

te lachelrs' te laching strate lgiels in SMPN 1 Panyabungan Se llatan. This re lse larch shows 

that the lse l telache lrs use l a varielty of instructional stratelgie ls to telach relading 

comprelhe lnsion. 

 
1. Te lache lrs’ Strate lgiels in Te laching Re lading Compre lhe lnsion 

  

The l re lse larchelr ide lntifie ld thre le l stratelgie ls use ld by te lache lrs to te lach re lading 

comprelhe lnsion through thel use l of que lstionnairels, classroom obselrvations, and 

intelrvie lws.  The l te laching melthods use ld includel scaffolding, thinking and relsponsive l 

re llationships. Wheln E Lnglish te lachelrs use l this stratelgy, stude lnts gain a dele lpe lr 

unde lrstanding of thel te lxts the ly re lad and can answe lr que lstions e lffe lctivelly. By using 

this melthod, te lache lrs can asse lss stude lnts' unde lrstanding and intelgratel it into the lir 

le larning. 

This study shows that te lachelrs' instructional practicels in te laching re lading 

comprelhe lnsion provide l many valuablel be lne lfits.  Both telachelrs use ld a varielty of 

stratelgie ls to telach relading compre lhe lnsion.  Thely combinel scaffolding, Think Aloud, 

and QAR strate lgiels to he llp stude lnts unde lrstand thel matelrial the ly re lad. 

 

a) Scaffolding 
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The l first strate lgy use ld by  E Lnglish telache lrs is scaffolding. This me lthod 

involvels te lachelrs providing tailoreld assistancel to mele lt thel spe lcific ne lelds of stude lnts. 

This assistancel can manifelst in various forms, such as telache lrs de llivelring lelssons or 

he llping studelnts le larn how to relad correlctly. Wheln stude lnts e lncountelr challelnge ls, 

scaffolding stratelgie ls are l put into action. This approach elntails providing substantial 

support at thel be lginning of a lelsson, gradually re lducing assistancel as studelnts gain 

compelte lncel. 

The l telachelr initiatels the l lelsson by instructing studelnts to opeln the lir books 

and delmonstratels the l correlct way to relad and spe lak. Studelnts atte lntivelly obse lrve l the l 

te lachelr’s actions. E Lsse lntially, thel te lachelr e lmploys scaffolding by te laching studelnts 

how to re lad corre lctly be lforel having the lm elngage l with the l telxt. If stude lnts 

mispronouncel words or e lncounte lr unfamiliar telrms, the l te lachelr offe lrs corre lctions 

and asks clarifying quelstions. 

The l te lachelr using scaffolding stratelgy be lcause l the l te lachelr he llpe ld the l 

stude lnts how to re lad prope lrly. Hikmat and Nurrizal (2017) stateld that scaffolding is 

a le larning stratelgy to he llp stude lnts le larn by using support and guidance l. Te lachelrs 

use l scaffolding to hellp stude lnts gain nelw knowle ldge l and undelrstand it belttelr. It’s 

important to notel that scaffolding is telmporary and use ld by knowle ldge lable l pe lople l to 

improvel the l undelrstanding of studelnts. Scaffolding is considelre ld an elffe lctive l 

te laching telchniquel. 

 

b) Think Aloud 

The l se lcond strate lgy that elmploye ld by the l E Lnglish telache lr is Think Aloud. 

Think Aloud involvels the l te lache lr ve lrbally proce lssing the lir thoughts as the ly re lad a 

te lxt, allowing studelnts to obse lrve l how the l telachelr bre laks down and comprelhe lnds thel 

te lxt. Telachelrs re lad a passage l and ve lrbally discuss the lir unde lrstanding of thel te lxt, for 

e lxamplel by disse lcting important information or conne lcting it to prelvious knowle ldge l. 

Think aloud is a stratelgy that hellps stude lnts lelarn by elncouraging thelm to 

e lxpre lss the lir thoughts ve lrbally whilel participating in le larning activitie ls. The l goal is 

to he llp stude lnts re lme lmbelr important information from  telxts provide ld by the l te lachelr 

(Sarjan, 2017). Additionally, Klingelr e lt al. (2007) stateld that thel think-aloud procelss 

involvels asking studelnts to elxpre lss the lir thoughts whilel  relading. Anothelr be lne lfit of 

using think aloud stratelgie ls is that it hellps stude lnts be lcomel more l aware l of the lir 

thinking whilel re lading, which can he llp the lm improvel the lir unde lrstanding of what 

the ly re lad. 

The l Think Aloud strate lgy is an e lffelctivel tool for improving stude lnt le larning 

e lxpe lrie lncels.  This approach not only hellps stude lnts re lme lmbe lr important information 

from thel te lxt provideld by thel te lachelr, but also elncourage ls the lm to be l morel aware l of 

the lir thinking whilel re lading.  By involving stude lnts in e lxpre lssing the lir thoughts 
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ve lrbally while l studying, this strate lgy will he llp improvel the lir undelrstanding of thel 

matelrial. 

 

c) Que lstion-Answe lr Re llationship (QARs) 

The l last strate lgy use ld by telachelrs to te lach relading comprelhe lnsion is thel 

que lstion-answe lr re llationship (QARs). QAR shows stude lnts how to ide lntify the l 

diffe lre lnt typels of que lstions the ly ask and whe lre l to find the l answe lrs. Te lache lrs use l this 

te lchniquel to hellp stude lnts focus more l on thel re lading contelnt  thely ne le ld to 

unde lrstand. This strate lgy hellps stude lnts find  information in thel telxt whe ln  

answe lring re lading que lstions. Thel QAR stratelgy also hellps stude lnts  delve llop a 

de le lpe lr unde lrstanding of thel te lxt by telaching the lm  to ask and answelr diffe lre lnt typels 

of que lstions (Rafaell in Nurhayati elt, al., 2019). 

Whe ln telaching relading compre lhe lnsion in class, telache lrs use l que lstion and 

answe lr format. Te lachelrs ask stude lnts up to two que lstions at the l e lnd of e lach le lsson to 

e lncouragel thelir re lsponse ls. This approach stelms from thel QAR stratelgy, which 

includels re lading thel que lstion, unde lrstanding thel QAR, re lading the l te lxt, answe lring 

the l que lstion, and sharing the l answe lr (Solihin, 2022). Que lstions pose ld to stude lnts 

should be l base ld on the l information ne le lde ld to answe lr the lm. 

By using this strate lgy, te lachelrs can find out whe lthe lr stude lnts unde lrstand the l 

te lxt thely re lad base ld on the l re lsponse ls the l stude lnts give l whe ln aske ld.  Stude lnts who 

can answelr the l telachelr's que lstions are l conside lre ld to have l a good undelrstanding of 

the l telxt, while l stude lnts who cannot answe lr do not ne lce lssarily unde lrstand thel contelnt 

of the l te lxt cle larly.  Thelre lfore l, this strate lgy he llps te lachelrs e lasily asse lss stude lnts' 

ability to unde lrstand thel te lxt and takel appropriatel actions to hellp the lm undelrstand 

the l telxt. 

The lre lforel, it is important for telachelrs to unde lrstand what studelnts ne le ld to 

answe lr the lse l que lstions e lffe lctivelly. This stratelgy simplifiels the l proce lss of te laching 

re lading comprelhe lnsion, e lnsuring that stude lnts  relad and unde lrstand te lxt carelfully. 

Re lading is the l main focus for stude lnts and the ly can choose l to write l answe lrs in books 

or relspond orally to the l telachelr's que lstions. The lrelby, te lache lrs can accurate lly asse lss 

stude lnts' unde lrstanding of thel lelsson. Whe ln using thel QAR te lchniquel, it is important 

for te lachelrs to use l both e lxplicit and implicit quelstions to e lncouragel stude lnts to 

conne lct information from thel te lxt with the lir prelvious knowle ldge l or e lxpe lrie lncel ( 

Mutia, 2021). 

 

2. Imple lme lntationache lrs in Te laching Re lading Compre lhe lnsion 

 

 Base ld on re lse larch conducteld with two E Lnglish telachelrs, afte lr knowing about 

the l strate lgiels use ld in te laching, thelre l are l also ways to imple lmelnt the lse l stratelgie ls 

whe ln te laching. 



English Teachers’ Strategies in Teaching Reading … – Hidayah and Addinna 

 

JELLT, 12(4), 1185-1185 1191 

 

 

a) Scaffolding 

Scaffolding is a te lchniquel that can assist stude lnts in re lading te lxts accurate lly. 

This strate lgy is applie ld whe ln thel te lachelr and studelnts are l discussing a te lxt. Afte lr 

stude lnts re lad thel te lxt on thelir own and e lncountelr difficultiels, the l te lache lr provide ls 

support in the l form of guidance l or e lxplanations to hellp stude lnts unde lrstand it. For 

instancel, if thelre l are l challe lnging words in the l te lxt, the l telachelr can providel thel 

me lanings of those l words. Te lache lrs can he llp stude lnts pronounce l fore lign telrms in 

te lxts by elxplaining thel correlct pronunciation. Scaffolding strate lgiels he llp stude lnts 

re lad telxt accuratelly. Scaffolding is a type l of support that relfe lrs to the l support 

provide ld by te lachelrs to e lncourage l stude lnts' acade lmic growth, re linforcel the lir mastelry 

of thel contelnt prelse lnte ld, and e lnablel the lm to copel with increlasingly difficult 

situations. 

 

b) Think Aloud 

Think Aloud is a telchnique l that can he llp stude lnts unde lrstand telxt. This 

stratelgy is use ld by te lache lrs whe ln re lading a telxt. Imple lmelnting Think Aloud strate lgy 

in telaching relading compre lhe lnsion involve ls a se lque lntial procelss of communication 

with  stude lnts. First, the l telachelr choose ls a telxt appropriatel to the l studelnt's le lve ll of 

unde lrstanding. Aftelr se lle lcting thel passage l, the l te lachelr re lads it aloud to thel class. 

During this re lading, the l te lachelr  share ls  thoughts about the l te lxt orally, for e lxample l 

by de lscribing main ide las, making conne lctions, or ide lntifying difficult aspelcts of the l 

te lxt. Studelnts  liste ln and carelfully obse lrve l the l telachelr's comme lnts whilel re lading. 

Afte lr relading, thel telachelr conducts discussion with  stude lnts. The ly can ask 

que lstions re llateld to the l te lxt or e lncourage l stude lnts to share l the lir thoughts. 

Additionally, telache lrs can e lncouragel stude lnts to e lngage l in the lir own thinking 

proce lsse ls, in which the ly elxplain thelir thought procelsse ls as the ly re lad thel te lxt. This 

proce lss allows stude lnts to active lly practice l e lxpre lssing the lir thoughts in rellation to 

the l telxt.  

Te lache lrs can relpe lat the lse l ste lps using diffe lre lnt telxts to givel stude lnts  morel 

opportunitie ls for practice l. Throughout this proce lss, te lache lrs asse lss stude lnts' 

comprelhe lnsion by obse lrving how we lll the ly apply knowle ldge l gaineld from Think 

Aloud to answe lr que lstions or analyze l te lxt. Through  re lpe ltition and continuous 

application of this stratelgy, stude lnts can de lve llop de le lpe lr compre lhe lnsion skills and 

improvel the lir ability to relad and unde lrstand te lxt morel e lffe lctive lly. 

 

c) Que lstion-Answe lr Re llationship (QARs)  

Que lstion-answe lr re llationships (QAR) is a strate lgy that he llps stude lnts 

unde lrstand how que lstions re llate l to the l te lxt. The lre l are l two type ls of que lstions: 

“E Lxplicit Telxt” (the l answe lr is in the l te lxt) and “Implicit Telxt” (thel answe lr de lpe lnds 
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on the l studelnt's unde lrstanding). Whe ln implelmelnting thel Que lstion-Answe lr 

Re llationship (QAR) strate lgy in telaching re lading comprelhe lnsion, onel must follow a 

se lrie ls of se lque lntial  ste lps that guidel stude lnts to undelrstand the l rellationship beltwe le ln 

que lstion, telxt, and answe lr. The l proce lss be lgins with se lle lcting a te lxt appropriatel to thel 

stude lnt's le lve ll of unde lrstanding.  

Subse lque lntly, the l telachelr the ln e lducatels the l  stude lnts about QAR. The l telachelr 

give ls some l sample l que lstions and stude lnts have l to de lte lrminel the l answe lrs to the lse l 

que lstions. Stude lnts the ln se larch for answe lrs to the l que lstions by re lfe lrring  to the l te lxt. 

The ly lelarn  to use l the l QAR cate lgoriels to guide l the lm to thel corre lct answe lr, whe lthe lr 

the l que lstions fall into thel cate lgoriels “E Lxplicit Telxt” (thel answe lr is in the l te lxt) or 

“Implie ld Telxt” ( Thel answe lr de lpe lnds on the l stude lnt's le lve ll of undelrstanding) . This 

stratelgy he llps stude lnts re lcognize l que lstion type ls and whe lre l to find answe lrs, whe lthe lr 

in thel te lxt or in thelir own unde lrstanding. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Base ld on the l relse larch relsults and discussion pre lse lnte ld in Chapte lr IV, thel 
following conclusions can bel drawn.  First, E Lnglish telachelrs use l various strate lgie ls to 

te lach relading comprelhe lnsion, including scaffolding, think-aloud, and QAR stratelgy. 

The lse l stratelgie ls he llp studelnts unde lrstand re lading mate lrial, thelre lby improving thelir 
ability to focus and unde lrstand thel contelnt. Scaffolding providels progre lssive l support 

and guidancel, he llping stude lnts ove lrcome l barrielrs to the lir unde lrstanding. Think 

Aloud allows te lachelrs to ope lnly discuss the lir thought proce lsse ls while l re lading, 

making it elasie lr for stude lnts to unde lrstand how to proce lss information. Finally, QAR 

he llps stude lnts unde lrstand thel re llationship be ltwe le ln the l que lstions aske ld, thel te lxts the ly 

re lad, and thel answe lrs the ly se le lk.  The lse l strate lgiels colle lctive lly contributel to more l 
e lffe lctive l telaching of relading compre lhe lnsion in thel classroom. 
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