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 In curriculum, students in junior high school were asked 

to write a variety of text. The recount text was one of 

those. Meanwhile, Based on previous research, there are 

still many students who make errors in using the simple 

past tense when compiling English texts, especially in 

writing recount texts and the types of errors are omission, 

addition, misformation, and misordering. Purpose of this 

research were To know the ability of eighth grade students 

of SMP Negeri 15 Padang in analyzing errors contained 

in recount text. The researcher conducts a descriptive 

study. the result of 70 samples, the total score was 693. 

The highest score that the students got was 100 (student 

58) and lowest score was 25 (student 36). The text by 

student 58 was good based on the five aspects (the highest 

score). It was proved that in all aspects the students were 

in good to excellent ability level. Meanwhile, the student 

36 got the lowest score because he does not know what is 

the error. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In curriculum, students in junior high school were asked to write a variety of text. The 

recount text was one of those. The texts have generic structures like orientation, event 

sequence, re-orientation, and have social objectives. This text was made to enlighten 

the reader or individual about something that happened in the past, including 

experience and events. Additionally, it tells readers what, where, and when something 

happened in the past. In short, the text contains the past tense form in it. 

A simple past tense, according to Cowan (2008) is used to refer to events or 

circumstances that began and ended in the past. Meanwhile, based on the experience 

of researchers when carrying out teaching practices at SMP Negeri 15 Padang, in using 

the simple past tense students still often make errors, especially in writing sentences. 

This is because the simple past tense has different form between Indonesian and 

English, such in determining regular and irregular verb and there are still many 
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students who experience difficulties in determining the proper structure and grammar 

in writing recount text. Some of the causative factors are the lack of words, spelling, 

grammar, and lack of knowledge.In fact, in the eighth grade curriculum in the syllabus 

about recount text students are required to be able to understand what simple tense is 

and must be fluent in it.In addition, to achieve a good and correct sentence in writing 

the text, students need to understand grammar and what errors are found in writing, so 

writing can be corrected and improved. One way to find out is to do an error analysis. 

According to Richard et al. (2002), errors in linguistic sciences are such uses of words, 

speech, or grammar that it seems to contain weaknesses and indicate learning 

disabilities. Additionally, Fitria (2019) said errors occur because students do not 

understanding the rules of grammar in English. Based on this, error is an unavoidable 

component of language acquisition, especially for language students. Students can 

improve their abilities by knowing mistakes and listening to the correct shapes of 

teachers, so that their errors analyses benefit both students and teachers. According to 

Dulay and Krashen (1982) in Sari and Putri (2016) there are four types of errors, 

namely: omission, addition, misformation, and misordering. While errors in analysis 

are a method of documenting weaknesses in the language of the learner, determining 

whether such mistakes are systematic, and explaining what they accomplish (where 

possible). 

Research on simple past tense errors in recount text has previously been investigated 

by several researchers. The first studies was conducted by Andansari et al. (2019), this 

study usedthe descriptive qualitative approach and a test as an instrument. The exam 

is a written examination based on an experience. The researchers classify the pupils’ 

blunders by evaluating the data. Errors are classified into four types: omission, 

addition, misformation, and misordering. The most common error committed by pupils 

is omission, whereas the least common is misordering. The second research by Fitria 

(2020), sccording to the analysis, the students’ errors in writing composition of simple 

past tense include several characteristics of writing, such as grammar, punctuation, and 

spelling. The third research by Gayatri et al. (2021), the goal of this study is to 

determine the frequency of instances of the students’ past tense errors based on the 

surface strategy taxonomy identified in their recount text. The categories of faults 

discovered in this study include omission, addition, misformation, misordering, and 

the outcome of errors produced by eighth grade students at SMP Mardisiswa Semarang 

in writing recount text is surface misformation. 

Based on previous research, there are still many students who make errors in using the 

simple past tense when compiling English texts, especially in writing recount texts and 

the types of errors are omission, addition, misformation, and misordering. the results 

of the research above show different results, the first research thedominant errors is 

omission while the lowest one is misordering; the second study found errors in 

grammar, punctuation, and spelling; the third research the most dominant is 

misformation. 

This phenomenon is still widely discussed, so this issue is still important to be re- 

examined. The two studies above identified the frequency of students’ grammatical 

errors based on the surface strategy taxonomy theory and used a qualitative descriptive 

method. The researcher is interested in conducting research on error analysis in using 

the simple past tense in writing recount texts in SMP Negeri 15 Padang because based 
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on the experience of researcher in teaching practice at this school there are still many 

students making errors in analyzing past tense in recount text. In this study, researcher 

used different ways to analyze errors. Based on the studies above, the researcher is the 

one who analyzes the errors, but in this study the students became the analyzers in 

determining the errors. students analyze past tense errors contained in recount text. 

In addition, the researcher used the surface strategy taxonomy. The theory surface 

strategy taxonomy is a simple way to examine students’ ability to understand grammar 

and researcher will uses descriptive study to obtain a comprehensive analysis to answer 

research problems, because in this study, the researcher already has a clear definition 

of the subject. In other hand, the information gathered is related to the current 

conditions and occurrences. 

 

RESEARCH METHOD  

Descriptive study used in this research. The researcher conducts a descriptive study 

because the information gathered is related to the current condition and occurrences. 

The population of this research is the students of the eighth grade of SMP Negeri 15 

Padang. It consists of seven classes. The researcher employed simple random sampling 

when conducting the sample. based on this formula Yamane in Sugiyono obtained a 

sample of 68.9 and the researchers rounded up to 70 students (Respondents). Test and 

recap table employed as an instrument. 

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

Research Finding 

The data was presented to answer the first research question in this research.The test 

was analyzing past tense errors in recount text. After conducting the test, the data was 

checked by researcher. The result of the test was analyzed by using rating score 

adopted from Arikunto S (2009). From the results of student answers, the total correct 

answers were mapped into a recap table. The researcher calculated the total past tense 

errors for each student and scored them. If the score of students is 81-100 the level is 

“exeellent”, score 61-80 the level is “good”, score 41-60 the level is “average”, score 

21-40 the level is “poor”, and score 0-21 the level is “very poor”. The following figure 

is the analysis of scores from each category for students’ ability in analysis past tense 

error in SMP Negeri 15 Padang. 
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Based on the result of 70 samples, the total score was 693. The highest score that the 

students got was 100 (student 58) and lowest score was 25 (student 36). The text by 

student 58 was good based on the five aspects (the highest score). It was proved that 

in all aspects the students were in good to excellent ability level. Meanwhile, the 

student 36 got the lowest score because he does not know what is the error. 

Then, the figure described that only 18 students (26%) were excellent in ability level, 

its mean most all students were able to analyze errors in the text. Next, 19 students 

(28% ) were good. 34 students (34%) were average, and 9 students (13) were poor. 

Last, after calculating the result of the students’ scores, it could be seen the that the 

students’ ability in analysis simple past tense error in recount text is it in the “average” 

category. 

 

Based on the result of the research, the researcher found the highest frequency of errors 

that analyzed by students were omission 27% and addition 27%, followed by 

misformation 24%, and misordering 22% is the lowest frequency. 

 

CONCLUSION 
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Based on the data in the previous chapter, the writer would like to draw a conclusion. 

The total errors found by students were 696, with 191 types of omission, addition 186, 

misformmation 165, and 154 misordering. Students’ ability to analyze past tense errors 

contained in recount text is only at the Average (41%-60%). The types of errors most 

commonly found by students are omission and addition (27%). 
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